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Competing in the Auction

Â 1969

Â Frenchman ïJean-Rene Verne

ÂArticle with a new theory

ÂóThe Law of Total Tricksô

ÂGreeted in the Bridge world with Total 
Apathy!

ÂBut Marty Bergen ïa US international

Â Tested the theory

ÂAnd found it worked



The Law of Total Tricks

Â 1979

ÂMarty Bergen established a partnership 
with Larry Cohen

Â They based their entire bidding strategy 
on the Law

Â Through the 1980ôs the most successful 
partnership in the USA

Â 1992

Â Larry Cohen produced a book called

ÂóTo Bid or not to Bidô



To Bid or not to Bid

Â Took the Bridge World by storm

ÂNowadays accepted as the standard for 
competing in the auction

ÂAll top players use The Law or are aware 
of itsô implications

Â The Book is very heavy going!

ÂBut there is a Ron Klinger flipper

ÂWhich is easier to get your head round!



The Law of Total Tricks

ÂóThe Total Number of tricks 
available in any one hand is equal 

to the sum of the longest suit 
held by each sideô


