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Welcome

Teacher:Douglas Russell

Telephone:  480 2294 or 021 235 2220

Email:DouglasKeithRussell@gmail.com
Prepared by Douglas Russell for Auckland Bridge Club
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Link to Bridge 
Base Online 

Website

Watching or playing Bridge online ς
the BBO website

http://www.bridgebase.com/client/client.php

Caution!!

Many online players do NOT use the Acol
system of bidding!!!

http://www.bridgebase.com/client/client.php
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Lesson Four 

1-Level Opening Bids
wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊΩǎ [ƛƳƛǘ wŀƛǎŜǎ
hǇŜƴŜǊΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ōƛŘ
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Ranking of the Suits

No Trumps

Spades ©
Hearts ¨

Diamonds §
Clubs ¦

MAJORsuits

MINORsuits
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Finding a Fit

ÅA Fit is 8+ cards in one suit

ÅIf there is a fit in a major this will be the 

trump suit

ÅIf there is no fit, then choose No Trumps
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Levels of Bidding
·The number of tricks you must make to get a

score = 6 + the level bid

·1-level contracts ... Must make 6 + 1 = 7 tricks
·2-level contracts ... Must make 6 + 2 = 8 tricks
·3-level Contracts... Must make 6 + 3 = 9 tricks

etc
·4-level Contracts ... Must make tricks?

·6-level Contracts ... Must make                     tricks?
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1¦ 1§ 1¨ 1© 1NT

2¦ 2§ 2¨ 2© 2NT

3¦ 3§ 3¨ 3© 3NT

4¦ 4§ 4¨ 4© 4NT

etc

The Auction

·Every suit has a ranking order

·Each bid must be higher than the previous bid

·The first person to bid is the Opener

·hǇŜƴŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Responder
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Basic Rules for Opening 1-suit
ÅYou must have enough High Card Points

12-
19

Q = 2

A = 4 K = 3

J = 1



9

Which hand can open the bidding?
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Which hand can open the bidding?
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Points Description

1¦ 12 - 19 4 + clubs

1§ 12 ς19 4 + diamonds

1¨ 12 ς19 4 + hearts

1© 12 ς19 4 + spades

1NT 12 ς14
Balanced hand ... SPECIAL

CASE

hǇŜƴŜǊΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ .ƛŘ
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Rules for 1-level suit openings

ÅBid your longestsuit first
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Basic Rules for 1-level suit openings

ÅBid your lower ranking 4-card suit first
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What do you open?
ÅBid your higher ranking 5-card suit first
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vǳƛȊ Χ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƻǇŜƴΚ

Open 1¦
Χ ƻǇŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎ п-card suit first
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vǳƛȊ Χ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƻǇŜƴΚ

Open 1©
Χ ƻǇŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎ р-card suit first
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Summary for 1-level suit openers

ÅOpen with 12-19 points

ÅBid your longest suit first

ÅIf you have two 4-card suits bid the lower 

ranked suit first

ÅIf you have two 5-card suits bid the higher 

ranked suit first

ÅSuit quality does not matter

12-19
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.ŀǎƛŎ wǳƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊΩǎ ōƛŘǎ
ÅYou must have enough High Card Points

6
or 

more

½ the 
amount of 
points you 

need to 
open
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.ŀǎƛŎ wǳƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊΩǎ ōƛŘǎ

1. SupportǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΩǎ ǎǳƛǘ ςthis lesson

2. Bid a new suit (done in later lessons)

3. Bid No Trumps (done in later lessons)
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wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊΩǎ [ƛƳƛǘ ōƛŘǎ

ÅSupportǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΩǎ ǎǳƛǘ ƛŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ


