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And top prize goes to Melbourne! Cornell - Bach, sitting EW, played 24 and made the

obvious nine tricks for +140. That was worth 17 out
s this issue goes to press, the Gold of 26 matchpoints. Travis - Melbourne,
Coast Congress is in its dying

four matchpoints behind going into the
hours, with the final of the Gold Coast last board, would have to get more than
Teams on BBO, and the remainder of

20 matchpoints to win the event.
the loyal bridge players who are still After Travis opened INT, Zatorski
on the Gold Coast either playing bridge

' _ : showed the majors and Melbourne
or getting ready for the Victory Dinner. chose an excellent moment to treat

his hand as defensively oriented. That
8 put Zatorski off bidding again, and
Kowalski was so balanced and weak
with such a poor four-card major that
he had no interest in competing.

Another successful year for Therese
Tully and her team, with the news that
Therese will hand over the baton in 2018
to a new Convener, Tim Runting. More
on that in a subsequent Newsletter.

The big news, of course is the win of
the coveted Bobby Richman Open Pairs
Championship by husband and wife
combination Barbara Travis - Howard §
Melbourne. On the very last board, they
overtook the leaders Michael Cornell -
Ashley Bach to emerge winners.

The last board:

After a spade lead, Travis took her six
tricks for -100. However, this earned 23
out of 26 matchpoints for NS, enough
to snatch the event by 3 MP.

Meanwhile, the Teams Qualifying was
won by KANETKAR, Avi Kanetkar,
Bruce Neill, Pauline Gumby, Warren
Lazer, from NUNN, Tony Nunn, Michael Ware, GeO

Board 27, South deals, nil vulnerable Tislevoll, David Appleton, Hugh McGann, Matthew
4 K8 Thomson. They rested on the Friday while ZIGGY
Y1083 played GOLD and MILNE played COOPER in the
¢ AKQJ7 Round of Four. GOLD defeated ZIGGY 77 - 39.1, while
$J96 COOPER defeated MILNE 70 - 53.1.
47643 #AJO52

In the Semi Finals, KANETKAR defeated COOPER

: 1559 22 : 6A3’7 65 soundly, while GOLD despatched NUNN.

*K52 SA10 The final was thus between KANETKAR and GOLD,
4Q10 Leigh Gold, Vanessa Brown, Joachim Haffer, Mike
vQJ4 Doecke, William Jenner-O’Shea.
¢1084 The match started fairly quietly, with KANETKAR
*Q8743 edging ahead at every turn, until in the last couple

West North East South of sets GOLD blew out their deficit with some wild
Kowalski  Travis Zatorski Melbourne decisions. KANETKAR ended victors by 134.1 - 63.
Pass Other events
Pass INT! 24° Dbl Seniors’ Teams: Richard Brightling - David Hoffiman,
24 Pass Pass 2NT Peter Buchen - Chris Hughes
All Pass Intermediate Teams: Keith Blinco - Terrence Sheedy,
1 14-16 Eric Baker - Chris Stead
2, Majors Restricted Teams: Kinga Hajmasi - Andrew Michl,

3. 7+, defensive values Carol Christensen - Pat Faircloth



National Seniors’ Teams Slam Dunk

by Peter Buchen

Preamble: 46 teams lined up for the 2016 National
Seniors Teams in Canberra. Most of the usual suspects
were in attendance and a few newbies who recently
made the senior s grade, including one Stephen Bur-
gess, playing on LORENTZ. Four teams would make
it to the finals and in their wisdom, the powers-that-be
suggested the seeding below:

1. NEILL: Bruce Neill, Richard Jedrychowski, Avi
Kanetkar, Terry Brown, Peter Buchen, Henry Christie

2. LORENTZ: Gabby Lorentz, Stephen Burgess,
Ron Klinger, Bill Haughie, David Hoffman, Richard
Brightling

3. HAVAS: Elizabeth Havas, Arjuna de Livera, Richard
Douglas, Robert Sebesfi, Ron Cooper, Simon Hinge

4. HUGHES: Chris Hughes, Alex Czapnik, Kim Mor-
rison, Peter Fordham

But there were many other teams who were genuine
contenders for a finals spot. At the end of the qualify-
ing rounds, seed numbers 8, 3, 1 and 6 emerged in that
order. ZOLLO did very well to win the qualifying race,
while HENBEST were no bunch of slouchers.

8. ZOLLO: John Zollo, Richard Januszke, Peter Chan,
Russell Harms, David Lusk, Attillio de Luca

6. HENBEST: Simon Henbest, Neil Ewart, Robbie Van
Riel, David Smith

So it would be ZOLLO versus HENBEST and NEILL
versus HAVAS in the semis with the luckless LORENTZ
(6th) confined to the sidelines. Actually HUGHES (5th)
had the real hard-luck story missing out by only 0.52
VPs when a last board slam went begging after the
percentage technical line failed in practise. The Great
Shuffler often moves in cruel ways.

Both 64—board semis were run-away wins to ZOLLO
(113 t0 47 IMPs) and NEILL (144 to 38 IMPs). Thus the
all-Adelaide team of ZOLLO would meet the mostly—
Sydney team of NEILL (Christie is from Perth) in the
final. Members of both teams have met several times
before in national finals, and the record shows that
neither team could boast bragging rights. Early signs
pointed to a very close encounter when Sydney led 36
to 35 IMPs after the first set. But this portent proved
false as Sydney won the three remaining 16—board sets
to triumph 190 to 109 IMPs.

The big difference between the two teams was the
outcome of the five slams reported in this article. How
often have you heard that plaintive cry: “we were killed

by the slams™?

and ZOLLO had good
reason to bemoan their £
slam misfortunes in
this final. NEILL bid
three slams not bid

by ZOLLO, all mak-
ing, while ZOLLO bid
two slams not bid by
NEILL, both failing.
It doesn’t get much
worse than that, es-
pecially as there was
a sizeable luck factor
involved.
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What bridge representatives do
after tournaments - Peter Buchen
and Terry Brown

Here are the culprit
deals which cost ZOLLO 61 of the 81 IMP losing
margin.

Slam 1: Lusk picked up this lovely collection: #4AK92,
VAS83, ¢AQ, #AQ63 and while he was contemplating
his opening he found the bidding had sky-rocketed to
44 before he could say “stone the crows”. He doubled
to hear 44 from opener and 5% from partner. To protect
the lead, he bid what looked a sensible 6NT. Unfor-
tunately, this had no play on the spade lead, and soon
drifted one off, though with some spectacular unblock-
ing of YKQ it could have been defeated by two tricks.

Board 11, South deals, nil vulnerable

&)
YKQ94
¢KJ109842
&)
4 AK92 484
YAS3 Y752
*AQ *75
*AQG63 &K 107542
Q107653
Y106
463
*08

No doubt he expected more from De Luca’s 5% bid.
The full auction:

West North East South
Lusk Buchen de Luca Christie

3NT Pass 4%
Dbl 44 S Pass
6NT All Pass

Not everyone’s choice holding a good four-card major,
the 3NT opening showed a four-level minor preempt
and 4 was correctible. Perhaps EW should have taken
a positive by doubling 44? Double dummy this could
be beaten two tricks, but in practise it would probably

2 Disclaimer: 1t is ABF policy not to accept advertising from persons or organizations believed to be unreliable or financially irresponsible. We
are not responsible for the performance of advertisers, the delivery or quality of the merchandise or services, or the legality of any particular
program. The ABF reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to refuse any advertisement.



PAUL LAVINGS BRIDGE BOOKS & SUPPLIES
Email: paul@bridgegear.com Tel: (02) 9388 8861 Mobile: 0408 888 085
or visit (phone first) UPSTAIRS, 68 New South Head Rd, VAUCLUSE 2030.
Books, software, club & home supplies. 2nd hand books, vintage & antique bridge & whist items.

SOFTWARE NEW BOOKS FOR CLUBS
BRIDGE BARON 26 Tips on Card Play "M | PLAYING CARDS - CHOICE OF 5
PC or Mac, by Mike Lawrence 100% PLASTIC
$89.50 The third book in the Tips series 20% larger pips

following Tips on Bidding and
Tips on Competitive Bidding

$2.95 per pack
100% PLASTIC SUPER CARDS

UPGRADE $49.50
requires return of any

previous Bridge Baron - [220:95 postfree LONG-LASTING - GREAT FE‘E\L*
by Ron Klinger ‘ $3.85 per pack 4,“ ”_,,

JACK 6 The logic and technique of POUETED PLASTIC-COATED [;

CD, PC, $89.50 taking advantage when Rleid | QUEEN'S SLIPPER

UPGthI]\DE f44;;55? you are doubled it $2.75 per pack

(must have Jack 5) $27.95 postfree 20% LARGER INDEX

DOWNLOAD JACK 6 Everyday B.rldge Adventures e $2.50 per pack

$84.50 f\y Dennis Z{{?els » SUPERIOR STYLE  @{all[eR:[03

n “average” player relates Standard pips
DOWNLOAD UPGRADE ;
$4‘1 50 OAD UPG the highs and lows % $1.85 per pack - REDUCED - note
. and expectations st new price

(must have Jack 5 of tournament bridge.

to upgrade) Lots of hands. ‘?(I)DDLNG gé'lg)s h
$19.95 postfree pads - vv.04 eac
BRIDGEMASTER 2000 . 80 pads - $5.20 each
CD, PC, $69.50, 4 [Intermediate Bridge Play Problems TRAVELLERS
The best CD to improve by Tina Zines 50+ pads - $3.30 each
our declarer pla 50 deals for Intermediate players '
y Play BOARDS
plus a wealth of tips and knowl-
AUDREY GRANT edge from a lifetime of teaching $3.30 each
BRIDGEMASTER _ $16.95 postfree Bl | PLASTIC WALLETS
$59.50, by David Bird & Tim Bourke | BIDDING BOXES o
147 problems for Elimination Plays i $59.95 set of 4
novices

- top new 21st century design
TABLE CLOTHS FOR

BRIDGE CLUBS

High quality, $25 each with quantity
discount

Phone or email for enquiries

Reading the Cards
Planning in Suit Contracts
Entry Management
CDs at $49.50 each Defending Suit Contracts

MIKE LAWRENCE Defending Notrump Contracts

« Counting at Bridge Deceptive Play
The Simple Squeeze

» Counting at Bridge 2 Safety Plays REPLACEMENT CARDS
» Defence Planning Notrump Contracts ;1;* Pahss, ALERT
« Private Bridge Lessons 1 ey (FVOidance Plays ceac
Lessons Endplays and Coups REPLACEMENT SETS of 4

" Private Bridge Lessons 2 B 145 books normally $19.95 each -100% plastic - symmetrical

* Conventions ALL 12 BOOKS $75 POSTFREE $29.95
« The 2/1 System BIROS FOR CLUBS
PAUL LAVINGS IS 70 for $10.00
MPP Series THE AUSTRALIAN SYSTEM CARDS
* Planning the Play of 5 g AGENT FOR: INSTANT SCORERS $1.00 each
a Bridge Hand — Bridgemates == AUSSIE TEACHING BOOKS
- Declarer Play:A Quizbook - Dealer4 and Dealer4+ 35% discount
« Defensive Play: Compscore .
A Quizbook ﬁ%m CONTACT US FOR 20% DISCOUNT + postfree to
* First Book of ;Jz_‘, QUERIES AND QUOTES BRIDGE CLUB LIBRARIES

Bridge Problems

NON-DISCOUNTED BOOKS AND SOFTWARE ARE POSTFREE




go only one down, due to the guaranteed heart entry
for the diamond finesse.

At the other table, North (Harms) tried the slow
approach of opening 14 and after partner (Chan) bid a
weak 26, West (Jedi) bid a simple and practical 3NT,
making 11 tricks on a diamond lead.

Slam 2: On the very next deal NS were confronted
with a bidding problem that most partnerships have
probably not discussed. Do you have a convenient way
of showing slam interest in hearts after the sequence
19 — 14: 29?2 No, neither did Buchen — Christie, but
Buchen “invented” a splinter bid despite holding
A6 in the suit. That worked out fortuitously when it
encouraged Christie to bid the excellent slam. Note to
self: change the system so that four-minor after 1Y —
14: 29 is a general slam interest cue bid.

West North East South

Lusk Buchen de Luca Christie
1V

Pass 16 Pass WA 4

Pass 4o Pass 44

Pass 46 Pass 69

All Pass

Chan — Harms in the other room bid: 19 — 14: 29¥ —3&:
39— 49, the full deal being:
South deals, NS vulnerable

AA10932

vQ43

¢KQ4

PYNG
4Q754 AK86
VI8 v65
¢J6 10975
*QJ975 &K 1042

aj

YAK10972

¢ A833

*83

Slam 3: Kanetkar—Brown are not known for their
shyness in the bidding but they judged well to stay low
on the next deal, not that they were put under much
opposition pressure.

North deals, all vulnerable

46

vJ11086

463

SAKI942
AAT92 4KQ87543
YA95 YK72
471074 *A52
*108 L -

& 10

vQ43

+KQ98

*Q7653

The bidding at their table was soon over:

West North East South
Brown Januszke Kanetkar Zollo

kL J 34 4
4 All Pass

Zollo decided not to get too involved, even though 5S¢
is a good save over 44, perhaps for fear of pushing EW
into a making slam. Unfortunately, for him, there was
no way EW could make 12 tricks. At the other table,
there was a lot more action, despite Jedi’s disciplined
pass in first seat:

West North East South

Harms Jedi Chan Neill
Pass 14 Pass

2NT kL J 4 S

56 Pass 64 All Pass

Result: down one. Unlike Slam 5 below, this was not
a time to bid one more for the road.

Slam 4 How is it possible to miss a slam holding 23
HCP opposite 10? Apparently, this may happen playing
Acol. Unlucky, because in a Standard auction starting
with a 2& force, it would be hard to miss out.

Board 56, South deals, NS vulnerable

4954

v104

410975

*J873
AA108 AaKQ64
YQ7653 YAJ
78 ¢ AK?2
*K65 SAQ102

472

YK982

$Q643

*104

Here is the bidding at both tables. Kanetkar - Brown’s
direct approach while scorned by some, would be
strongly endorsed by others (for others read older
Seniors). At the Sydney (Standard) table:

West North East South

Brown Harms Kanetkar Chan
Pass Pass 2% Pass
PA 4 Pass 2NT Pass
6NT All Pass
At the Adelaide (Acol) table:

West North East South
Lusk Neill de Luca Jedi
Pass Pass 24 Pass
26 Pass 2NT Pass
3¢ Pass 3v Pass
3NT All Pass



Enjoy the very best in bridge lessons and

masterpointed games from 7th-10th April.

3 Nights Package

¢ Three nights twin share
accommodation, breakfast
included

e Three light working lunches
between bridge sessions

¢ \Welcome Cocktail Party

e 2 course Farewell Dinner

e All bridge lessons, games
and notes

e Continuous tea and coffee

Lessons & games for all players
from beginner to advanced.

Daily Package

¢ \Welcome Cocktail Party

e Light working lunch
between sessions

e All bridge lessons,
games and notes

e Continuous tea and coffee

$85 per person per day
(10am - 5pm)

We will find you a partner

if required.

\

3 Nights in Melbourne
Collins Street, CBD

All bridge packages, airport transfers & other travel

arrangements available exclusively through
Travel Phase - P: (02) 9326 1166 O A

E: bridge@travelphase.com.au

travelphase

For any bridge enquiries contact Joan Butts

Joan B utts,
One of Australig's S most

OODUdr& r(JSO@C[eQ
bridge t@ach@rs invites
YOU 10 join her at the

InterContinenty

elbourne & Sydney J

M: 0413 772 650 * E: joan@joanbuttsbridge.com
W: joanbuttsbridge.com

DBOVAAOVLAOVS

i

3 Nights in Sydney
Double Bay

and notes
¢ Continuous tea and coffee

(10am - 5pm)

$60 extra for
$890 per person (Twin share) Farewell Dinner
Single Supplement $500



Nevertheless, 6NT is by no means a laydown. South
led #10 at the Sydney table and then produced another
club after YA and ¥J were played, so Kanetkar quickly
wrapped up the requisite 12 tricks. De Luca claimed the
same number when the diamond lead at the Adelaide
table conceded an immediate 12th trick.

Slam 5: Allowing the opponents a lot of bidding room
is generally not recommended, but sometimes it works
in your favour. This final slam is a classic example. At
one table the bidding was short and to the point. De
Luca opened 4¥ in first seat which is hard to criticise.
That won the auction, with 12 tricks for the taking.

Opposite his spade void, dummy presented the perfect
#532, or is #432 the perfect holding!?

Board 58, East deals, all vulnerable

AAKI1074

v4

4QJ7

*962
4532 o
VA7 YKQ86532
¢ AK10943 862
&K 8 &A107

4Q986

Y1109

*5

*QJ543

At the other table Kanetkar pretended he had a real
opening and bid 1Y, which not expectedly allowed
NS to comfortably enter the auction.

West North East South
Brown Harms Kanetkar Chan

1v Pass
24 26 3v 34
49 44 5v Pass
6y All Pass

After partner’s 59 bid Brown got the gist and, as is
so often right in these situations, bid one more. Yet
another unlucky board for ZOLLO when no one really
did anything wrong.

Postscript: The winning margin of 81 IMPs was not
really an indication of the closeness in bridge ability
between the two teams.

NEILL, with some sizeable luck, got onto the right side
of all five slam decisions, but they would have won the
match even without those slams.

The final, as always, was played in good spirits and
camaraderie between two very competitive sides, who
were happy to have a friendly drink together in the bar

afterwards. Sydney was buying this time.
6

Bridge Tips: Tips on Cardplay e
by Mike Lawrence ;
(Master Point Press, Canada, 2015, soft
cover, 309 pages) $29.95 postfree from
Paul Lavings Bridge Books

ike Lawrence wrote his first book “How to Read

Your Opponents’ Cards” in 1973 and it became
an instant hit. Further successes followed and from
1990 - 1992 Lawrence wrote six sets of five booklets
which have now been revised and updated and made
into three books of which Tips on Bidding and Tips on
Competitive Bidding are the first two. This third book
is on play and defence.

The “tips™ are chapters of 20 to 30 pages each and
cover their area thoroughly. The 12 chapters are:
Mistakes in the Play, Timing, Endplays, The Simple
Squeeze, Loser on Loser Play,Leads versus Notrump,
Leads Versus Suit Contracts, Suit Preference, Defen-
sive Signals, Third Hand Play, Defense Part One and
Defense Part Two.

How would you fare on this hand from the Loser on
Loser Chapter:

South deals, NS vulnerable
4Q1098732
v -
¢7532
$106

AAKG64
vYQJ7
¢ AKG64
*AT

West North East South

2NT
Pass 49! Dbl 44
5v 56 All Pass

1. Texas Transfer to spades

The opponents have done a lot of bidding and you have
a club loser and can expect bad breaks and likely two
diamond losers. How would you proceed on ¥10 lead?

Continued on page 18

NEXT ISSUE DEADLINE

For Issue 179, May 2016, copy deadline is:
April 26, 2015

Late submissions will be held over until Issue 180,
July 2016. Email: editor@abf.com.au
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Australian Swiss Pairs Championship
The Island Matchpointed Swiss Pairs

Roger Penny Senior Swiss Pairs

TFoB Restricted Pairs
Contact
Catherine Elliott
email: asp@abf.com.au

phone: 0407 535 197
www.tasbridge.com.au




Australian Open Team Playoff

by Bill Jacobs

2 teams arrived in Can-
berra in February for
the Australian Open Team
playoff, the winner to repre-
sent the country in the World
Bridge Games (formerly
the Olympiad) in Wroclaw,
Poland in September.

The teams were seeded by
playoff points into Division

1 (four teams) and 2 (eight
teams), each to play a round-
robin. The top two from Divi-
sion 1 would play the semi-
finals, whilst the bottom two would play the top two
teams from Division 2 in a repechage, to determine
the other two semi-finalists.

My team, Sartaj Hans — Tony Nunn, Peter Gill —
Andrew Peake, Ben Thompson — Bill Jacobs was in
Division 1, and as I gazed at the Division 2 field, I
was mighty pleased about that. Division 2 was chock
full of teams I wouldn’t want to meet (in the bridge
context) in a dark alley at night. There was a pleasing
combination of youth and experience, indicative of the
excellent depth in Australian bridge at the moment.

I was just 25 when competing in my first playoff in
1981. Nowadays, 25 is relatively middle-aged. There
were plenty there this year much younger, and trust
me, they play a vastly superior and more sophisticated
game than their counterparts did 35 years ago. Such is
the power of the internet.

It only got worse for me when I discovered that I was
the oldest player in my own team. This was shocking
news, and I resolved to get to bed early each night with
a warm Ovaltine to aid sleep.

There was plenty of youth in Division 1 as well. Rhys
Cooper was one who played not only with skill, but
considerable flair.

He opened 3¢ (as dealer at favourable vulnerability)
on 432, ¥J4, 4QJ43, #AJ1083

Shortly after, his Dad was doubling us in 54 for +800
and 12 IMPs. I had to spike the Ovaltine that night.

Despite setbacks like this, we managed to negotiate
the round-robin and semi-final. In the final we would
meet STERN, Gabi Lorentz — Stephen Burgess, Liam
Milne — Nye Griffiths, Peter Hollands — Justin Howard

—apowerful squad indeed. Of the six bidding systems,
8

Andrew Peake - Peter Gill, Sartaj Hans - Tony Nunn,
Ben Thompson - Bill Jacobs with Matt McManus

three were based on a strong club, two were Two-
Over-One, and one was the system formerly known
as Fantunes.

It can be interest-
ing to catalogue the
systems used at the
top level, but it’s not
df| particularly instruc-
4 tive. They all work
= fine, and the bidding
differentiators lie
more with the level
of detailed partner-
ship discussion and
individual judgment,
than with system
mechanics.

For individual judgment, I offer you two examples.
1. You hold #A965, YA84, ¢QJ, $A1073.

Everyone is vulnerable and it goes pass, pass to you
in third seat. Your methods include a 15-17 HCP INT
opening. You have 15 HCP, so do you open INT?

Liam Milne did open INT, whereas Tony Nunn down-
graded the hand and opened 1. The full deal:

East deals, all vulnerable

AaKQ74

YK

¢ AKS8

*K9865
4A965 47108
YAS84 YQJ65
+QJ 4932
SA1073 *QJ2

432

v109732

4107654

&4

Liam’s INT was passed out ... the problem with the
doubleton QJ of diamonds came home to roost, as the
defence ran the diamond suit. Down three for -300 to
STERN.

Meanwhile at the other table, Howard, North reason-
ably overcalled Tony’s 14 with INT —Hollands, South
transferred to 2% for another -100 to STERN: 9 IMPs
away. Subtle hand evaluation variations like that can
be the difference between winning and losing, and
there’s no doubt Tony earned that swing.

2. But Milne took his revenge on this deal. With #A94,
VYAKQ753, A8, #104 he opened a strong 14, Partner
gave him a 0-7 HCP 14 and RHO overcalled 14. Liam



could see eight tricks in notrumps and any halfway
decent partner would provide the ninth trick so he bid
3NT. The full deal:

West deals, EW vulnerable
482
v1062
+Q97
®AK T4
*¢A94 €763
YAKQ753 vJjog4
¢ A8 ¢ K104
S104 $732
¢KQI105
v
4J6532
Q986
Nye Griffiths’ €K was just what the doctor ordered.
Things were slightly tense as the defenders cashed
their clubs, but there were only four tricks there.
Disdaining the 10-card heart fit earned Liam a well-
deserved 12 IMPs as his opponents at the other table
discovered their fit and went down in 49.

What about partnership agreements? Have you dis-
cussed doubles of transfers with your partner? Sup-
pose your LHO opens INT (11-14 points in this case),
partner passes, and RHO bids 24, a transfer to clubs.
What should double mean?

There are several options, including: spades, general
strength and takeout of their suit (in this case clubs).

There’s no right answer, but there is a wrong answer:
that you and your partner have different answers.

South deals, NS vulnerable

4102
vJ7532
¢ -—--
$#KJ10965
#97653 # AKJ4
YK9 YQ86
®A965 ¢K1043
S A7 83
4Q8
YVA104
¢QJ872
*Q42
West North East South
Hollands Jacobs Howard Thompson
INT
Pass 24 Dbl 3%

3NT All Pass

Justin Howard doubled 24, intending his double to be
a takeout of clubs. But partner Peter Hollands inter-
preted it as just showing general strength. So he took

his best shot and bid 3NT, which couldn’t survive the
club opening lead.

West North East South

Nunn Milne Hans Griffiths
1¢

14 29 3% Pass

3¢ Pass 44 All Pass

At the other table, Tony Nunn overcalled the emaciated
spade suit ... this might offend the purists but I’m sure
it’s the correct bid in today’s game. The successful 44
was bid in a trice, for 11 IMPs. I might add that the
weak INT earned its keep on this deal, as it usually
does.

[ haven’t mentioned cardplay yet, but of course it plays
arole. Here is a challenging 3NT contract for you:

AAS8 4Q43
YA9752 v

+Q3 ¢AT8742
S#A1084 *KQ7S

Justin Howard played 3NT as East, with the oppo-
nents silent in the auction, and South led #J (top of a
sequence or of an internal sequence: South might or
might not have #K). What would you do?

You can guarantee two spade stoppers by playing low
from dummy, but what if North wins #K and switches
to hearts? So you might decide to play #A at trick 1, in
which case you better not let North in to lead a second
spade through.

It’s a tough call, but I think Justin did the right thing
by playing #A at trick 1. The odds were strongly in
favour of being able to develop the diamonds without
North obtaining the lead. The full deal:

West deals, NS vulnerable

a7

YKQJI863

¢K1096

*32
aAS 4Q43
YA9752 V-
+Q3 ¢AJ8742
*A1074 *KQ75

4KJ109652

v 104

+5

*J96

Oops! North (me) had an inescapable diamond winner.
Justin led 4Q at trick 2, K, #A, small. Then over to
dummy’s ¢A for a second diamond play, intending to
run the card to South. I stuck in 49 and to his dismay
Justin found he had to let me in. But his good play was
rewarded when I couldn’t find a second spade to play,
and he wound up with 11 tricks.

Continued on page 11 9
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Hosted by the Coffs Harbour Bridge Club in conjunction with the ABF

9-14 AUGUST 2016 - VENUE: OPAL COVE

www.coffsbridge.com.au and follow the congress link.

Entries: lan Doland- 02 6654 1104 or [=] jan@australiawideconferences.com.au

Accomodation at Opal Cove: Jon Doland- 0407 904 600 or preferably [=Jjon@australiawideconferences.com.au

* Now the biggest Bridge Congress in NSW
¢ Offering a prize pool of nearly $16,000
* Celebrity Speakers programme

2016 Summer Festival of Bridge Results

National Women’s Teams
TRAVIS, Barbara Travis - Candice Ginsberg - Sue
Lusk - Margaret Bourke

DJUROVIC, Nevena Djurovic - Rena Kaplan - Di
Smart - Felicity Beale - Alida Clark - Viv Wood
CREET, Karen Creet - Sheila Bird - Jodi Tutty -
Marianne Bookallil

MOTT, Judy Mott - Rita Nailand - Giselle Mundell -
Avril Zets - Lynn Kalmin - Lorna Ichilcik

National Women’s Teams Final
DJUROVIC 125 THOMPSON 59.1

National Seniors’ Teams

NEILL, Bruce Neill - Richard Jedrychowski -
Avinash Kanetkar - Terry Brown - Peter Buchen -
Henry Christie

LORENTZ, Gabi Lorentz - Stephen Burgess -
Richard Brightling - David Hoffman - Bill Haughie
- Ron Klinger

HAVAS, Elizabeth Havas - Arjuna de Livera -
Richard Douglas - Robert Sebesfi - Ron Cooper -
Simon Hinge

HUGHES, Chris Hughes - Alex Czapnik - Kim
Morrison - Peter Fordham

10

National Seniors’ Teams Final
NEILL 190 ZOLLO 109.1

National Red Plum Life Masters Teams

KWOK, Dominic Kwok - Bijan Assaee - Kelela
Allen - Tony Allen

MARKER, Tony Marker - Bill Tutty - Jim Ascione -
Ken Anderson

HOLLANDS, Sue Hollands - Gary Hollands - Ruth
Gallagher - Keith Huggan

National Non-Life Masters Teams Championship
STEPHENSON, Evelyn Stephenson - Teresa
Pietrzak - Jacqui Morton - Fatma Ahmet

CLIFT, Malcolm Clift - Kathy Clift - Sallie Quarles
- Fran Campbell

RIPLEY, Maurice Ripley - Michael Box - Glenda
McNee - Roger McNee

150 Novice Teams Championship

BISCOE, Jane Biscoe - Robyn Ronaldson -
Elizabeth Neil - Margaret Kenny

HOLLIDAY, Beverley Holliday - Helen McLaughlan
- David Holbeck - Lawrence Oliver

LOCKE, Jeni Locke - Marg Brownrigg - Sue Hunt -

Arlene McClelland - Barbara Wood - Carol Gilder
Continued on page 14



Meanwhile at the other table, Andrew Peake played
3NT from West and North led YK, South following
with Y10 — interesting. With a second stopper now in
hearts, Andrew won the ace and simply had to develop
the diamonds for the loss of only one trick. How would
you do it?

If diamonds divide 3-2, anything works, but what if
they are 4-1? If they are 4-1, it is likely that South holds
the diamond length (given that North apparently had
six or even seven hearts). So Andrew played a thought-
ful low diamond to the ace at trick 2, to protect against
North (or South) having a singleton king. The result
was two diamond losers, and whilst he could have still
made 3NT after this start, he did not find the required
series of plays from there.

Then there were the slams. Tip for aspiring playoft
contenders: it’s best to get the slam decisions right.
This year, NUNN did; STERN didn’t.

Peake and Lorentz picked up #AQJ8432, ¥ -,
4QJ9654, de-—-

Partner opened INT (14-16 for Peake, 13-15 for
Lorentz). Peake bid a slam, Lorentz didn’t. It was as
simple as that: neither player consulted partner, as how
could he possibly contribute to the decision making
process? Partner held #K and A, so Peake was right,
to the tune of 13 IMPs.

And blow me down if in the next set, we didn’t see
AAQJ9874, YAQIT754, 4---, -

Nye Griffiths heard 2 (Precision) on his right, he bid
3% 4% from LHO, then a voluntary 44 from partner.
That was enough for him: he bid 74. Double on his left,
an affront, so he redoubled. But partner lost a spade
and a heart: down 2, -600.

Sartaj Hans heard 3¢ on his right, he bid 4. Pass
on his left, 44 from partner. There’s no science to this
... he bid 6#. The play problem in 6# was different
to that in 74, and Tony Nunn duly brought the slam
home, to win 17 IMPs.

The full hand:
North deals, nil vulnerable
LX)
vi2
¢KJ73
*KQJI973
41053 #AQJ9874
Y10 YAQ9754
¢$AQ852 ¢ ---
&®10642 [
aK?2
YK863
10964
S®A85

So that was 30 imps away on slams, and then there
was this heartbreaker:

East deals, nil vulnerable

4942

vi654

410953

*Q9
4Q653 AAKJS
¥ AK3 vQ10
*Q ¢ AK742
SAKIT73 &108

107

v9872

$186

*6542

Both pairs, Hans — Nunn and Griffiths — Milne found
their spade fit, and used Roman Key Card Blackwood
to discover that all the essential cards were present
and correct.

Hans and Nunn bid 74, and the play did not take long.
But Milne (West) wasn’t sure about the location of #J,
and eventually decided to play in 7NT, thinking that
this might survive a bad break in spades. The play
took considerably longer than in the other room, but
it eventually boiled down to the club finesse.

That was another 17 IMPs to bring the slam swings to
47 IMPs for NUNN, who eventually won by 63 IMPs.
It had been a very close match, aside from the slams.

Many, many years ago, Ron Klinger wrote a series of
articles in Australian Bridge magazine titled “Asking
for Jacks”. I never paid much attention to them at the
time, as [ was in a phase of my career which concen-
trated on the aces, kings and queens, but it might be
time to revisit the matter.

A Meaningful day at Glenbrook BC

Glenbrook
Bridge Club
recently had
its ‘usual’ 3rd
Sunday of the
month Bridge
afternoon

by holding a
Charity Day.
This year we decided to support Ovarian Cancer
Australia and were successful in raising $863.00
through charging extra table money and holding several
raffles. Many thanks to our wonderful members who
continue to support our growing club and who also
provided the delicious afternoon tea.

Kerrie Fitzpatrick
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Baathurst & District Inaugural Central West Novice Tournament

by John Shield 555

ver the weekend of

31 October and 1 No-

vember, Bathurst & Dis-
trict Bridge Club hosted
their inaugural Central

West Novice Tournament,

for bridge players with 35
MPs and under.

This weekend was an of-
ficially endorsed Bathurst
200 Bicentenary event,
with Council providing
assistance by way of me-
dallions for all competi-

tors and Bx200 badges for

placegetters.

70 competitors represent-
ing 13 bridge clubs from
the Sydney, Illawarra,
Wagga, Canberra, Coota-
mundra and Central West
areas made up 30 pairs
on Saturday, 14 teams on

Sunday and competed for a

splendid array of prizes.

One of our major sponsors

was the Summer Festival
of Bridge, who provided ,
complimentary entry into
the “Super Novice” and
“Rising Stars” divisions
in their popular festival,
which was held in Janu-

ary.
Club members provided
many snacks, cakes and

slices and served high qual-

ity and delicious food for
lunches, all sourced from
local businesses. A huge
amount of food disap-
peared over the two days,
and travellers on Sunday
were sent on their way
with small food hampers
for their journey.

Lloyd Cleaver directed,

assisted by a large team
12

-

Bill Keirath and John Shield

l%

Charles, John and Georgina McMaho
Sebastian Strugnell

AT

Deep in concentration

Team Canberra

Pairs winners: Thi Pham - Lynda Atkin with

of other club directors and mem-
bers who helped to make the play
problem free and successful —a
very happy and friendly atmosphere
prevailed.

Winners:

Overall Pairs and 10-35 MPs
Pairs: Thi Pham - Lynda Atkin
(Springwood and Glenbrook)

0-10 Pairs: Charles McMahon -
John McMahon (Wagga)

Overall Teams and 0-10 MPs
Teams: Charles McMahon -
John McMahon - (Wagga), Georgi-
na McMahon - Sebastian Strugnell
(Sydney) — this team’s members are
all under 27 years old and provided
very stiff competition

10-35 MP Teams: Caroline Hermes
- Heather Last, Barbara Beveridge -
Annie McMaster, all from
Cootamundra

Best local Pairs:

10 to 35 MPs: Kevin Wilds - Phil
Cummings

0 to 10 MPs: Bev & Jim Vickers
Best Local Teams

10 to 35 MPs: 3rd overall: Joy &
John Adams, Paddy Robinson -
John Shield

0- 10 MPs: Bev & Jim Vickers,
Toni Pender - Val Stuart

Editor: Bathurst Bridge Club is
located at 47 Mitre Street Bathurst,
Just across the road from the Net-
ball Courts at the John Mathews
Sports complex and next to Pollets
Martial Arts Centre and Ten Pin
Bowling Centre.

Plenty of car parking is available
on the club lot, and coffee and tea
are available for players at each
regular session.

The club has a session each day
of the week except Thursday and
Sunday.

For details of upcoming events
Phone: 02 6331 8477 or email:
bridgeclubbathurst@bigpond.com



What should | bid?

The best submission for January came from Emlyn
Williams. He wins a voucher of 830 funded by TBIB,
toward any purchase made at the Bridge Shop or Paul
Lavings Bridge Books.

South deals, nil vulnerable
AAKQ7
YAKI74
¢J92
%9
#J1093 #852
v983 vQ
L ¢ AK108763
#$AQI10654 SKJ
464
V10652
4Q54
S8732

West North East South

Pass
Pass 19 44 Pass

Pass ?

What should North do? Double does not seem right
since South might bid clubs. Is pass the only option?

The basic system is Acol with five-card majors.
Thanks for your advice, Emlyn

Hi Emlyn,

That’s a nice problem you have.

After your auction, I would personally double with the
North hand, and probably convert to 4% with the South
hand, depending on whether I know East’s preempting
style (with a more aggressive preemptor, [ would think
about passing the double for penalties and leading a
spade). I don’t think North should be worried about
South bidding clubs as South will likely bid 44 or 4%
(even on doubleton support) giving that more priority
than S¢. Yes, South bidding 5% can happen, but it’s
so rare that I wouldn’t worry about it at all. Majors
are the most important suits, and when I’'m holding a
strong hand, passing out 44 doesn’t seem like a winning
action to me.

Whilst it’s true that on the actual hand 4% is not the
ideal contract, the fact is that neither North nor South
can diagnose the diamond situation. For example,
North might’ve been hoping that South has a doubleton
diamond and ¥Q, and that’s all that is required to
make 4¥. Or South might be visualising North to have
a singleton diamond, in which case 4% should be a
decent contract.

Sometimes both players can make the percentage action
and still not get to the best contract on the given deal.

As it is, you can congratulate East on making a nice
pressure bid with 44.
Sometimes the 44 bid can backfire (i.e. East has an

opening hand, so buying it in 34 or 3NT is not out of the
picture), but today it forced NS to guess at a high level.

Hope that helps,
Andy

Want to improve your bridge?

Go to www.ronklingerbridge.com
for new material each day
2016 Bridge Holidays
with Ron & Suzie Klinger

Silversea Greenland
Cruise
August 13 - 22

Tangalooma Wild Dolphin
Resort (on Moreton Island,
off Brisbane)

July 24 -31

Silversea Silver Shadow Cruise
Singapore round trip visiting most popular
South-east Asian destinations
October 31 - November 12

Brochures available for any of these on request:

Holiday Bridge,
PO Box 140,
Northbridge NSW 1560
Tel: (02) 9958-5589

email: suzie @ronklingerbridge.com

JACK 6
$90 (includes postage and GST)
The world’s best bridge program

BRIDGE TIMERS AND

DEALING MACHINES
Bridge timers, starting at $205 + $10 postage
We also have second-hand dealing
machines in excellent condition (from $500)
Dennis Yovich, EBA Pty Ltd
P O Box 16, Karrinyup WA 6921
www.electronicbridge.com.au
Ph: (08) 9341 8116
Fax: (08) 93414547
Mob: 0418940845
Email: eba@electronicbridge.com.au
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2016 Summer Festival of Bridge Results continued from page 10

Penline One-Day Swiss Pairs
Joan Butts - Geo Tislevoll
Greg Mayo Sharon Mayo
Lauren Shiels - Allison Stralow

Chris Diment Matchpoint Swiss Pairs
James Coutts - Sam Coutts

Geo Tislevoll - Joan Butts

Julian Foster - Jenna Gibbons

Super Novice Pairs Overall

Georgina McMahon - Sebastian Strugnell

Elizabeth Cusack - Nari Meehan

Heidi Colenbrander - Ray Hurst

0-20 Super Novice and Rising Stars Teams
ROOKE,Sandie Rooke - Susan Jensen - Jennifer
Ardill - Suzanne Cole

POULTON, Derek Poulton - Steve Briggs - Nlck
Walsh - Anne Apedaile

MARVELL, Jeanette Marvell - Kay Snowden -
Carolyn Githens - David Higgins

TBIB National Open Swiss Pairs Championship
Ishmael Del’Monte - Nick Jacob

Johnno Newman - Philip Markey

Jon Hunt - Jan Thomson

Penline 500 Swiss Pairs Championship

Colin Bale - Ruth Neild

Max Gilbert - Kathy Gilbert

Michael Rosenman - Beatrice Bryl

South-West Pacific Teams Championship
LAVAZZA, Maria Teresa Lavazza - Norberto Bocchi
- Giorgio Duboin - Agustin Madala - Dennis Bilde -
Alejandro Bianchedi

MILNER, Reese Milner - Nick Jacob - Ishmael
Del’Monte - Justin Lall - Hemant Lall - Jacek
Pszczola

HANS, Sartaj Hans - Peter Newell - Martin Reid -
David Beauchamp

LORENTZ, Gabi Lorentz - Stephen Burgess - Justin
Howard - Peter Hollands - Matthew Thomson - Peter
Newman

MILNE, Liam Milne - Nye Griffiths - Andy Hung -
Paul Gosney - Ashley Bach - Geo Tislevoll

MARKEY, Philip Markey - Justin Williams - Ben
Thompson - Bill Jacobs

LAZER, Warren Lazer - Pauline Gumby - Andrew
Braithwaite - Ian Robinson - Matthew McManus -
Glen Coutts

NEILL, Bruce Neill - Richard Jedrychowski -
Avinash Kanetkar - Terry Brown - Peter Fordham
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- Kim Morrison

National Open Teams - Quarter Finals

LAVAZZA 197.1 - BLOOM 90
NEILL 157 - APPLETON 89.1
MILNER 213.1 - MARKEY 102
MILNE 178.1 - LORENTZ 116

National Open Teams - Semi Finals
LAVAZZA 155.1 - NEILL 59
MILNER 158.1 - MILNE 90

National Open Teams - Finals
LAVAZZA 150.1 - MILNER 124

Australian Mixed Teams

FRAZER, Kim Frazer, Jamie Ebery, Stephen Fischer,
Marianne Bookallil, Margaret Bourke, George
Kozakos

BRAITHWAITE, Andrew Braithwaite, Suzie

Braithwaite, Warren Lazer, Paulinbe Gumby, Ian
Robinson

ASHTON, Sophie Ashton, Sartaj Hans, Martin Reid,
Peter Newell

National Flighted Swiss Pairs
Tony Hutton - Malcolm Carter
Rose Don - Michael Courtney
Jenna Gibbons - Julian Foster

AP TP
o9 ¥V Ve

\‘\The NTBA and ABF present

at the
be Hilton, Esplanade;
(Formerly Holiday Inn, Esplanade)

Wednesday August 31st - September 4th 2016
Games played during the Day

Three Events:

Swiss Pairs
(with player qualifying points)

Matchpoint Pairs

Swiss Teams

All With Gold Masterpoints, Cash & Voucher prizes

For More Information, Session Times,

Entry Brochure, etc.

visit the NTBA web-site www.ntba.com.au

RIDGING THE RR

Tournament Organiser : Lisa Hambour 0419801461 tgbf@abf.com.au




No invitations explained

by George Cuppaidge

nvitational sequences which take you to 2NT (10-12

balanced) or to three-of-a major lacking a nine-card
or better fit are incompatible with playing a standard
system incorporating 10 point opening bids. Whatever
your system, these actions offend against the Law of
Total Tricks. This article sets out to show how to handle
these and similar situations more effectively.

When you make one of these invitations, you squander
a great tactical position. You prevent your opponents
from making a potentially
disastrous balancing action.
You have blurted out the
valuable secret that you have
something to spare. Your
opponents gloat when they
push you to the three-level.

Don’t do it to yourself. Let them try, with the attendant
risk. When you invite, you do it on the very hands
where you would welcome a balance. If you can catch
your opponents in a poor fit with 18 points, or fewer,
combined, they are in serious trouble. Hands with only
an eight- card fit are relatively defensive. Your system
should be geared to look for penalty double opportuni-
ties over a balance when you have enough to bid one
more on the basis of brute strength alone. Conversely,
your opponents cannot simply sit back and assume that
if the hand does belong to them, they will get a plus
score through your under-tricks. Quite often, when they
have game on, this will not be enough.

For an invitation to be “right” you must make your
marginal game. If your invitation is not accepted, you
must make the contract you reach. By telling your
opponents that you are stretching, you leave yourself
open to a lead-directing double or a double based upon
an unfavourable lie of the cards. When they know you
have nothing to spare, they sit up and take extra notice.
An opportunity to nail that compulsive balancer is
wasted. Balancers succeed because so many push so
hard for game. They are not so safe if you hold surprise
extra values. When you decide to bid game, just bid it.
Let the opponents guess if you are marginal for game
or marginal for a slam try. They cannot know.

By playing marginal game contracts in INT or two of
a suit you get a virtually certain plus score. This alone
will compensate you for the invited games that make,
as you will not make all of them. Add all the other
advantages and it is no contest. Once you abandon
the bid of 2NT as an invitation, it becomes available
as the most valuable bidding tool of all. It will solve

a multitude of everyday bidding problems and it does
not displace a natural bid. New minor forcing and 2¢e
Checkback can go back to their valuable natural func-
tion, forcing or not forcing, according to the context.
A plus score is a good score. In short, the three-level,
like the five-level, belongs to the opponents. To play
at either of these levels often means a poor result un-
less you make on the button. You should aim to do
your game investigation below 2NT, and your slam
investigation below game.

In forty years playing rubber with Tim Seres, I did not
hear him invite game even once. Yet he never advo-
cated taking the next logical
step, playing “invitational”
bids as below-game slam
tries. In some partnerships
he played 2NT as forcing.
Successful players, inher-
ently, follow the logic set out
here without necessarily ever
stopping to put its rationale into words. It is not, but
should be, part of any basic bridge course.

You can have your cake and eat it too. It is quite simple
to distinguish between the 6-9 point three-card raise
and the 10-12 point one below the level of two of the
suit. When a nine-card fit exists, it is not nearly so im-
portant to stay low. If your three-level contract fails, it
is very likely that you have shut your opponents out of
amaking contract of their own. To fail in an eight-card
fit at the three-level or in 2NT has no such compensa-
tion. Your only compensation comes from others in
the same boat and this is a boat you are better out of.

Over a first or second position one-of-a-major opening
a simple raise shows 6-9 points with three-card sup-

Bridge Software

JACK 6 $85.00
Bridge Baron 26 $80.00
Bridge Baron 26 upgrade $45.00
Go To Bridge 16 $92.00

This is highly recommended for improving players due
to its extensive lessons amd quick improvement hints on
bidding and play

All bridge books are on
CLEARANCE SALE!

Postage is extra on all orders.
John Hardy
63 Tristan St., Carindale QLD 4152
Ph: 07-3398 8898 or 0417 509 662
Email sales@johnhardy.com.au
www. johnhardy.com.au
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port. 2 isused as range-ask. Opener rebids 24 on all
minimums, 10-14 points if playing 10-point openers.
Over 24, responder’s two of the bid major shows the
10-12 point three-card raise, which can be passed.
Other continuations from responder are natural, forcing
and show long clubs as well as four cards in any new
suit introduced. A bid in the other major may, option-
ally, be used to ask opener to further describe. This
way gives opener maximum room to continue with the
description of his hand. If you do, responder’s second
round 2NT replaces the natural bid in the other major.

If you choose to use 14 as the opening bid for the all
the 4-4-3-2 and 4-3-3-3 shapes outside the INT range,
abandoning Better Minor, this treatment can be used
over 14 as well. Treat 14 as showing five cards as it
usually will. Optionally, 29 is used as the artificial
forcing continuation over 24 and 2NT shows four
hearts along with long clubs.

To be able to bid 2 natural and non-forcing over a
third or fourth position opener is far too valuable to
sacrifice for any other purpose.

Over all your opening one-bids and simple overcalls
and whether or not there is an intervening bid, use
2NT to show a raise to three or better with an extra
trump. Make a jump-raise to three on weaker hands.
Both bids carry the valuable information that there is
a 9+card fit.

Over 1, INT is the 6-9 raise and 24 is the 10-12
raise. Holding a lot of clubs, you choose between 2NT
and 3. (I like the idea that INT and 2¢ show four
cards in clubs, immediately establishing when there is
a four-four club fit. This may be a little idiosyncratic.)

The following arrangement, regarding jump prefer-
ence, is simple, space-efficient and effective.

Whenever opener bids two suits it shows 5+ cards in
the first. Jump preference to a major is forcing and
opener should treat it as a slam try, signing off in game
only when minimum. Holding 10-12 points and sup-
port, responder goes via 2 or 2NT. Jump preference
to a minor shows 10-12 points with 3+ card support
and is not forcing. It will often lead to success in 3NT
based upon running opener’s long suit.

This is not the place to discuss the merits of transfer
responses to INT bids, but remember that Jacoby
himself said that he invented the scheme so he could
play the hand. The transfer sequence used to show 6-9
points and a five-card major opposite a INT opener
is best described as ugly. Responder transfers to the
major and bids 2NT. (This is a good spot to begin a
single-suited slam investigation, when 2NT is played
as always forcing.) There is a better way.

16

Consistent with the proposition that you avoid play-
ing near-game hands in 2NT or three-of a major in an
eight card fit, the old fashioned Gladiator Convention
works perfectly. To play Gladiator, you must abandon
transfers.

Direct bids of 2% or 24 show a five-card suit with 6-9
points. Opener can pass or bid the game of his choice.
Responder’s 24, obliging opener to bid 29, paves the
way to a weak takeout in all the suits. Responder’s
2NT over the forced 2¥ shows weak (or very strong)
with both minors. Weak major-minor two-suiters are
played in two of the major. Those with 6-9 points, and
one or both majors, can be shown via 2NT - diamonds
and a major or both majors, 3% - clubs and a major.

Standard bidding does not deal with this important
class of hand.

Consistent with the Law, and very effective, is to
super-accept a transfer to a major over INT or 2NT
whenever and only when you hold four-card support.
That extra trump is worth three points. And again, it
is often right when it is wrong.

Simulations show that a flat nine points opposite a
15-17 point INT bid will offer a play for game con-
siderably less than half the time and quite often 2NT
is too high. Unless the hand is particularly promising,
pass and take the money. You may get a little extra if
someone tries a balance, and double from responder is
penalty. With 8 or 9 points and three or four cards in
their suit, they will not make. Double from opener is
better played as take-out, ideally with a small doubleton
in the bid suit.

Ed: The Gladiator Con-
vention was developed
by Mr. C. L. Eastgate
and Mr. L. M. Killop,
both of New Zealand.

These responses to a
strong notrump, were
modified to a small de-
gree, and were basically
employed soon after
their development in the
Roman bidding system
and also the CAB bid-
ding system.

The perceived and claimed advantage of this re-
sponse method allowed a more accurate description
of responder s holding by allowing responder to
indicate strength between a weak zone of 7 high card
points, a limit zone of 8-9 high card points, and a
strong zone of at least 10 high card points.
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St Mary’s crosses
school bridge first

On Monday, five pri-
mary schools compet-
ed for the Frank Power
Memorial Shield at
Bairnsdale Bridge
Club.

The schools involved
were St Mary’s, West
Bairnsdale, Paynesville,
Swan Reach and Eagle
Point with all baring one
of the schools repre-
sented by two teams.

The Bridge in Schools
program was introduced
about six years ago by
the late Frank Power,
initially involving two
schools. Today the pro-
gram is being taught in
five local primary
schools.

The schools involved
have given a one-hour
session, one day a
week as an extension to
their maths program.

Bairnsdale Bridge
Club has a dedicated
group of bridge players
who conduct the ses-
sions.

The students would
normally play about
five to six boards during
that period. On Monday
those students played
27 boards over a three-
and-a-half-hour period.

They are to be com-
mended for their en-
durance and focus. It is
not easy to maintain
focus and concentration
for that period of time.

The successful team
and winner of the shield
was St Mary’s No. 1
Team, with runners-up
Eagle Point No. 2 Team.

“I would like to sincere-
ly thank all the partici-
pating schools, their
teachers and our very

own bridge players who
have taught and tutored
the students throughout
the year. Your help and
dedication to the pro-
gram is ensuring its on-
going success,” pro-
gram coordinator, Bev
Fisher, said.

“Bridge is a wonderful
game for all ages. It's a
great way to keep men-
tally fit, meet new
friends and enjoy play-
ing cards.

“It helps keep your
memory active and
brain alert. It requires
you to use mathemat-
ics, strategy and con-
centration and most of
all improves inferential
reasoning.”

Bridge lessons will be
held in the Bairnsdale
clubrooms in early
2016.

Winner of the Frank Power Memorial Shield for the Bridge in Schools
program on Monday was St Mary’s No. 1 Team, pictured with coordinator,

Bev Fisher. (ps)

K1649-913

Bridge in Schools program presenters Lyn Wilkinson, Mary Turnbull, Carey Lang, Lou Pemberton,

llsa Porritt, Jenny Coverdale, Sue Deed, Helen Leech, Bev Fisher (coordinator) and Brian Sampson.
K1649-910

; . |
Bairnsdale West and St Mary’s students competing in one of the 27 boards played for the day.
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Runners-up Eagle Point No. 2 Team. (rs)

The two Swan Reach teams came face-to-face. k1649915

Unstoppable Emme player of the day

Orange court had a great turn
out for Bairnsdale junior tennis
on Saturday morning with 14
children ready to play.

The morning started off with
Emme Hadden taking on Matthew
McDonald. They both started
well, with Matthew’s amazing serv-
ing and Emme’s unstoppable fore-
hands, but in the end Matthew
was too good and took the match
5-3.

On the other court there was an-
other close match with Sam and
Hughie fighting it out.

It was a great game to watch with
both boys pulling out everything
they had to win the match.

After the longest 20 minutes of
their lives, Sam got over the line by
one game, winning the match 6-5.

Player of the day went to Emme

Hadden, for showing great sports-
manship and wearing the best
outfit.

The green court could not have
been closer with two of the four
matches resulting in a tie.

Lotto and Adidas was one of
those. With both teams needing fill
ins, it made for an exciting match.

Katie Waller played some great
tennis to beat David Ng, whose
concentration left him at crucial
times. But all matches were ex-
tremely close being won by one
game and one with a draw.

The other draw was between New
Balance and Puma. The match of
the day was between
Will Martin and Ryan Waller
against Puma’s Amy Bury and Che
Buckley.

It was a match of high standard

and some great doubles was being
played and both partners commu-
nicated well, ending quite fittingly
with time running out and the
match ending in a draw.

The line three match was really
good tennis as well with New Bal-
ance’s Harry Lancaster just losing
to Grace Ng. Both players keep im-
proving every week.

It wasn’t so close between Fila
and Nike with Fila winning four and
drawing the other two.

Lochie Boresenko fought hard all
day for Nike, drawing in two match-
es against a highly fancied Sage
Haussegger.

The match was won in the lines
two and three with Jarrod Bence
and Xander Borisenko putting up
strong wins in all their matches.

But everyone was looking forward

to the doubles, battle of the
Borisenko brothers which younger
brother Xander won paired with
Sage, 3-2.

It was a great return for Oscar
Bury, who had missed the past few
weeks with a foot injury, as he won
the green ball player of the day by
not losing a game, which was the
major reason Under Armor defeat-
ed Reebok.

In fact, Reebok could only muster
one win with Ethan Nalder beating
Noah Johns 4-0.

In the yellow ball competition,
Maggie continued its undefeated
way with a win over Smithers.

Again the Southen boys continue
to dominate their singles, but Eti-
enne Goessens won his singles to
get Smithers on the board. Howev-
er, Aidan Southen won all three of

his matches, and that was enough
to secure a four rubbers to two
victory.

Mr Burns had a hard fought win
over Bart. Hannah Perkins had a
great day for Bart, winning her sin-
gles over Luke Radford and win-
ning her doubles with Rachel
Brooker, but unfortunately with a
few tight games not going their
way they fell four rubbers to two.
Lochie Rose played great tennis to
win all three of his matches.

In the final match, Milhouse dom-
inated Homer winning five rubbers
to one. Both Jordan Johnston and
Hannah Ng were three-set win-
ners. Homer’s only win came from
Elise Lucas, beating Josh Van Den
Hoff 6-1 in what was Josh’s first
match back after having a few
weeks off.
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The answer is loser on loser: discard a club on the heart
lead and East wins YK. Win the club return with A,
draw trumps and lead ¥Q, discarding a diamond from
dummy. Now you can throw the other small diamond
from dummy on ¥J and lose just two tricks. And the
diamonds broke 5-0 with East holding #J, YAK6542,
-, #Q85432.

Lawrence explains each and every situation thoroughly
with suit diagrams and many full hands. His Tips se-
ries is a winner and an excellent way to improve your
knowledge and technique. It’s enjoyable to read books
so well-written and with such a wealth of knowledge.
Highly recommended.

Playing Doubled Contracts
by Ron Klinger :
(Master Bridge Series, London, 2015, soft (e
cover, 96 pages) $27.95 postfiee from Paul [
Lavings Bridge Books Qi

Ron Klinger presents 58 deals where the odds are
stacked against declarer but they have at least
been warned of bad breaks by the double. The winning
declarers in this book survived by calmly thinking the
hand through and nutting out the winning play. The
losers normally conceded 500, 800 or 1100.

CONTRACTS

This hand is typical of the involved planning required
to succeed:

North deals, nil vulnerable

A07
YKQ108
¢QJ754
SAJ
L MAKO654
YA7653 v942
¢ AK32 86
S874 #9063
#QJ1083
vl
109
S#KQ1052
West North East South
1¢ Pass 14
Pass INT! Pass 2’
29 Dbl All Pass

1. 12-14, some balanced hand

2. Natural, non-forcing

If the defence had taken their three club tricks there
would be no story, but North started with #9. Declarer
had to play precisely, he won #A and played YA and
¢AK and trumped a diamond. Now came the key play,
a low spade ruffed and another diamond ruff. Now
declarer could play #K and throw a club loser, North
could trump but the defence made just three trump
tricks and two clubs for -470.
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Everyday Bridge Adventures

by Dennis Zines

(Austin Macauley Publishers Ltd, London,
2015, sofi cover, 154 pages) $19.95 post-
free from Paul Lavings Bridge Books

Dennis Zines describes himself as an “average”
player but really he is a good player who plays
with a lot of passion. He feels elation when he does
well, and it hurts when he falls short. The first chapter
analyses whether bridge players are simply victims of
luck, while the second chapter examines what control
we can exert to change our luck. He then looks at slams
in Chapter 3, bidding and declarer play in Chapter 4,
successful defence in Chapter 5 and exotic deals in
Chapter 6.

Dennis frequently muses over things like whether one
should bid weak suits and on this deal he decides to
try a 14 response instead of simply raising diamonds.
Suddenly he is way higher than he would like to be:

East deals, nil vulnerable

MAJG64
vi654
¢A1093
S A
408 4KQI10
YAQS83 YK972
Q52 *7
&K 543 Q10987
#7532
Y10
¢KJ864
S®J62
West North East South
Pass Pass
Pass 14 Dbl 14
29 26 3v Pass
49 44 All Pass

As he studied the dummy in his 18 HCP game, Dennis
noted the double fit and the well-fitting shortages and
tried to ignore the poor spade pips. West led #9, East
won #10 and returned &K, 3, 8, A. Next came ®A,
and remembering East’s passed-hand takeout double,
he led #10 to ¢K and successfully ran 6. Dennis
now ruffed a club and started running the diamonds.
It would do East no good to ruff, so declarer simply
rufted his third club and made his 10th trick with one
of his little trumps.

Don’t bid on weak suits, don’t bid on weak hands
without shape, and you need 25 HCPs for game were
all tested and found wanting

There are about 150 hands in the book and some amaz-

ing things happen. A fascinating read.
Continued on page 21



Have You Got Your
ABF Members’ Travel

Insurance For 2016/177

The policy for the 2016-2017 is available to purchase online right now.

Please understand that if you have a current policy, this will expire on 1**
March 2016. If you are travelling around this date, please apply for the new
policy to ensure you are covered.

Visit our website www.tbib.com.au and follow the links to ABF Travel
Insurance to find out more and apply for cover.

With our new policy did you know that;

Your friends and family are welcome to join the policy.

You can choose to apply for Annual Multitrip cover or Single trip
cover

You have the option to apply for pre-existing medical conditions,
subject to an online assessment

You can include or exclude coverage for USA and Canada

Australian based emergency assistance through ‘Customer Care’.

You have access to TBIB’s claims assistance service.

There is a simple online application process at www.tbib.com.au.

If you require any assistance with your cover, please contact us on 07 3252

5254.

Tony Bemrose
Insurance Brokers

www.tbib.com.au ph (07) 3252 5254 email: abf@tbib.com.au
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The Mental Game

by Kim Frazer

Segmenting Performance

In an earlier article, I spoke about
competitors making errors when
performing well in competition
because they become anxious or
nervous due to their performance
exceeding their expectations. They
get outside what’s known as their comfort zone (see
ABF Newsletter, July 2014). One way to enhance
this anxiety is to spend a lot of time looking at the
scoreboard between rounds. This is guaranteed to
make you start thinking about the outcome - winning,
rather than the task at hand - making or defending
this contract, bidding according to your system, and
so on. Some players have no problem knowing how
they are performing, and many thrive on it, lifting their
performance when they have a chance to win. If you
are not one of those players, and your history is that
you “choke” or make mistakes when the pressure is
on, then one tactic that can be tried in matches, apart
from avoiding looking at your score all the time, is
to segment your performance and set segment goals.

Segmenting performance makes a player focus on
achievable goals, rather than the overall outcome. In
shooting, my match could be broken into parts and
it was quite easy for me to set segment goals. For
example, a match was 60 shots, so it was broken into
10 shot segments, with a goal for each segment which
concentrated on technical factors. How would this type
of methodology translate into application at bridge?

Most of our bridge competitions are made up of mul-
tiple segments. For example:

e aone day Swiss Pairs or Teams event might be
7 x 8 board matches or similar. Each match is a
segment.

e a competition at your club might be made up of
2 x 14 board rounds per day or night for 3 weeks.

e aduplicate game consists of 2, 3 or 4 boards
against each pair of opponents.

Whilst the overall goal is to win the day, setting sub-
goals for each segment and achieving these sub-goals
can assist in achieving the overall goal of a good
performance. In duplicate pairs, a score based goal in
every segment would be as simple as getting a plus
score on every board. Even if the opponents have the
cards their way, a “plus” could still be to ensure the
overtricks are kept to a minimum, or even defeating
20

a contract through careful defence or subterfuge, by
making an unexpected lead or play. Endeavouring to
play consistent bridge is always the objective, how-
ever, generally segment goals comprise a combination
of factors which may include this score goal, but more
importantly include some technique goal(s), a personal
improvement goal, and so on. Hence the segment goals
may become:

e geta plus score on every board; or
e count the hand out before playing to trick one; or

e no chatting about the hand after the play:; or.......

Let’s consider the segment goal, “counting the hand
before playing to trick one”. For a basic level player
this could mean thinking about the opening lead before
you play to trick one, and trying to count that suit be-
fore playing - think about what is in the leader’s hand,
what is in your hand, what is in dummy, what is in the
fourth player’s hand. For an intermediate player, count-
ing can advance to considering the shape of the whole
hand based on the lead, what you can see of dummy
and the bidding. This thinking could then advance to
also thinking about what inferences can be drawn from
this lead, as opposed to some other lead that might
have been made. Throughout the hand, continuing to
consider what card is played, and by deduction what
this implies, continues the focus on this segment
goal. Occupying the mind with a technical aspect like
counting the hand decreases the likelihood that anxiety
through thoughts about scores and winning will have
an effect on performance during the match. Eventually
this approach to each hand becomes automatic, and the
segment goals will be redefined over time. Throughout
the day, a different goal can be used in each segment,
so the player’s focus remains sharp.

Players should set goals that help their particular per-
formance objectives. The best players know when a
contract should or shouldn’t have been made immedi-
ately, but some less experienced players don’t always
know this until they see the hand record. There is a
temptation to become distracted by the thought that a
contract should have been bid or made, or a particular
defence employed - whether or not it is true. It is also
easy to get distracted in a segment of the match by the
perception that the cards aren’t running your way, and it
doesn’t matter what you do, you have no chance. Stay-
ing away from the scoreboard and thoughts about your
placing or winning, and keeping your mind on segment
goals can improve concentration and performance to
ensure your results are the best they can be.

Thanks as always to David Morgan for his insights in
this article.



HELANE K TOURS — BRIDGE CRUISES

15 DAY MEDITERRANEAN AND 8 DAY SOUTH PACIFIC

Following on from the success of our last 2 cruises we are now offering 2 new cruises. Join us on these beautiful
ships and explore the most spectacular ports. 15 day Mediterranean 24 Sept 2016 and then 8 day South Pacific 4
Jan 2017. With organised bridge as an extra activity exclusive to our group, there are many friends from

our previous trips coming. Non bridge players, partners, family and friends welcome.
24 Sept 2016 - Italy, Israel, Greece, Kusadasi, Malta.
From $2499 twin pp subject to availability. Conditions apply.

4 Jan 2017 - Noumea, Loyalty Island, Isle of Pines .
From $1899 twin pp subject to availability. Conditions apply.

THE TEAM

Inclusions are food on board, taxes, service fees, gratuities. Bridge on
sailing days, port days if requested. Lessons. Welcome cocktail party.

ALAN ROSENBERG

HELANE KNESPAL
TRAVEL DIRECTOR  BRIDGE DIRECTOR BRIDGE DIRECTOR

SIMION STANCU

4JAN 17 CRUISE $$ SAVINGS WHEN BOOKED BEFORE 1 JUN 16.

CALL HELANE ON 0404 083 913

®
L " ®
Cel eb g tyXC ruises www.helanektours.com helanektours@gmail.com Lic No 274003358

weane K rours

Intermediate Bridge Play Problems

by Tina Zines (Trumps Publishing, Sydney,
2016, soft cover, 104 pages) $16.95 postfree
from Paul Lavings Bridge Books

ridge teacher and expert player Tina Zines presents

50 deals for intermediate players on play and de-
fence, most of which come from her years of teaching
at the New South Wales Bridge Association.

The problems increase in difficulty from simply count-
ing your tricks to more involved plays like this one:
& A5
YAK94
+Q54
$8754

A76

v8632

¢ AK

S#KQJ62
West North East South

1%

26 Dbl Pass 3v
Pass 49 All Pass

North has the values for game and makes a negative
double of 2#, showing four cards in the other major.
The fit is found and game reached.

You count your losers and see that if trumps break
3-2, not that likely with West’s 24 preempt, you will
only lose a spade, a heart and #A. So you can guard
against a 4-1 trump break by discarding your spade
loser on 4Q.

West leads #K, and you must not touch trumps yet.
Win #A and cash A, K, cross to YA (West plays YQ)
and discard a spade on Q.

You still can’t play a second trump, and you play on
clubs. East win A but now you are OK. When you
draw the second top heart, you note that trumps do
break 4-1 but you lose just two hearts and a club.

The book is not just a book of problems. Being a
natural teacher Tina explains the finer points of the
bidding and play in great detail. A wonderful book for
intermediate players.

Paul Lavings
Paul Lavings Bridge Books and Supplies
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Bridge in the 21st Century

RULE OF 11

Fourth best leads are one of the oldest
conventions in bridge. In his best |
seller Foster's Whist Manual published SRS
in 1891 RF Foster wrote, “Deduct from 11 the number
of spots on the card led; the remainder is the number of
cards that are held against your partner’s suit, higher
than the one led.”

So let’s say the six is led, 11 minus 6=5 so there are
five cards in the other three hands higher than the six.
Foster added “I discovered this rule in 1881 after much
careful study. Its usefulness I have found to be so great
that I wonder it was not discovered before (in fact it
was, 20 years earlier in the UK)”.

This is the textbook example of fourth highest leads
at their best:

K54

7 lead AJ93 (You)

You do your sums, 11-7=4, so there are four cards in
the other three hands higher than the seven and you
can see them all, A,K,J and nine. When declarer plays
the four you follow with the three. If the seven is a
fourth-best lead the seven will hold the trick.

Here is another recent example of where Rule of 11
helps the defender:

7 lead AJ52

Atthe table East won the ace and routinely returned the
2. If East had done his maths (he was a retired Professor
of Mathematics), 11-7=4, then three of the fouur higher
cards are on view so declarer has only one card higher
than the seven. It was imperative to return the Jack:

9
K1087 AJ52
Q643

The return of the Jack would be the end for declarer
but on the return of the two, declarer covered with
the three and lost three tricks in the suit, not four and
made his contract.

Declarer can also use the rule of 11 to advantage. For
example:

Q82
7 lead 64

A105
22

When West led the seven, declarer subtracted 7 from
11 and knew that there were four cards in the other
three hands higher than the seven.

As all four cards were on view in dummy and his own
hand, it was clear that playing the eight would win the
trick, assuming fourth best, and the eight proved to be
a vital extra entry to dummy.

This deal is from the second stage of the recent play-
offs for the Australian Open Team:

West deals, EW vulnerable

*KQ7
¥v9842
¢KQJ86
S K
A643 49085
VY6 YAJ753
52 ®A97
Q976543 S A10
AMAJI02
YKQI10
41043
SdJ82
West North East South
Pass 1¢ 1v 2NT
Pass 3ANT All Pass

At both tables West led Y6 and East won YA and
switched to #A and #10.

Both declarers, Ron Klinger and Fraser Rew, quite
correctly played for East to hold #A109 and covered
with #J, hoping to block to the suit. West ran all his
clubs for five down, -250.

Let’s say West optimistically leads #6 instead. When
declarer does his sums, 11-6=5, he can see five cards
higher than the six when East wins #A and returns
%10, so he knows West has #9. As his only chance de-
clarer ducks #10 and survives the looming avalanche.

Fourth highest leads can help declarer and 20-30 years
ago simply leading low to show you “like the suit™ had
a following. But this method lacks accuracy and has
largely fallen out of favour.

One popular variation is fourth highest leads vs
notrumps and 3rd and 5th leads (Rule of 12) vs suits.
3rds and 5th leads allow defenders to differentiate
between a lead from a three-card or four-card suit.

The drawback with 3rd and 5th leads is that a low
card lead may not promise an honour whereas playing
fourth best leads, a lead of the lowest card from length
guarantees an honour.

Paul Lavings
Paul Lavings Bridge Books & Supplies



FINESSE HOLIDAYS (www.finessebridge.com director@finessebridge.com.au)

TERRIGAL —MAY 02-06 STAR of the SEA Apts $ 750 pp Twin Share

_ Absolutely 5* Luxury. Included in this price is 4
~ nights accommodation in exquisite luxury
apartments, 4 dinners at local restaurants & in-
** house, and all lunches. Bridge includes a 4
ek session B4Red pairs event, a 2 session B5SRed
2 teams event, 1 walk-in pairs, 3 tutorials &
champagne reception.

e
.

A HEADY MIX of BLISS in HOLIDAY HEAVEN in SOUTHERN THAILAND
13 Nights June 04 - 17 : $ 2535 pp + Airfare Singles Add $ 940

Includes: (4 Vacancies )

e 13 nights Absolute 5* Accommodation.
e Extra nights in Kata available as option.
o All Breakfasts, 11 dinners & 4 lunches.

o All bridge fees & Workshops.

o All group transfers.

e 2 light private tours + 2 discounted tours.
e Welcome Drinks at each hotel.

FIJT - AUGUST 07-14 WARWICK HOTEL 5* 8 Days - 7 Nights from § 1940 pp

Includes:

e 7 nights excellent accommodation.
— o All breakfasts supplied, 5 dinners.
o All bridge fees, Workshops & Lesson data.
e | Half day tour.

e Welcome drinks.

o 3 Transfers each way to/from Nadi airport.

SOUTH AFRICA - 22 Days March 2017
CAPETOWN - DURBAN - KRUGER SAFARI - KWAZULU-NATAL

This holiday has a great
mixture of safari, culture,
history & bridge. What more
could you wish for. Come and
discover the Rainbow Nation
as South Africa is blessed
with  incredible  wildlife,
landscape and people.

.........
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Mac;(ay Contract Bridge iy

Presents the

21st BARRIER REEF CONGRESS

2016
APRIL 29,30 & MAY 1, 2

*GOLD POINT EVENT*

Venue: Enquires & Tournament Organiser:

Mackay Senior Citizens Club Janet Hansen Ph: 07 4954 6844

Macalister Street President: Janelle Conroy Ph: 07 4955 5025
Mackay Q 4740 Mackay Bridge Club Ph: 07 4951 2147
Chief Director: Laurie Kelso Web: www.gldbridge.com/brc

Senior Director: Peter Busch Email:mcbc@mackaybridgeclub.org.au
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