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               You  hold

With  TWO  cards  in  partner's  suit:

7 lead  7 2
K  7      lead  K 7

With  THREE  cards  in  partner's  suit:

  7 lead  7 9   three         
      small  cards

  (10s  are  honours  during  play.)

2        lead  2 with  an  honour  card

     
7        lead  7.

     

With  FOUR  cards  in  partner's  suit:

9  7      lead  7 6
2             lead  2 with  an  honour  card

    

    LEADING  PARTNER'S  SUIT

P
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THINK  BEFORE  YOU  LEAD  1.  

  

  
  

  

East  knows,  that  west  knows,    that  east  has  no  points!

3NT  
by  south

Lead  ?

  

                

      

3NT  
by  south
Lead  ?

3NT  
by  south

Lead  ?
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lead  the  suit  with  the  most  honours.

lead  a  major  rather  than  a  minor  against  NTs.

  

but  when  you  are  WEAK,  think  about  partner's  hand  before  you  lead!

the  defence  is  you,  AND  your  partner!

When  you  are  STRONG,  think  about  partner's  hand  before  you  lead!

      

  

    

THINK  BEFORE  YOU  LEAD  2.  

FINALLY  -  Always  ask  for  the  meaning  of  your  opponents  conventional  bids  BEFORE  you  select  your  lead!  
The  explanation  will  tell  you  more  about  the  shape/strength  of  the  hidden  hand.  
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     K

     

B

  

  
   K   

               

C
  
   K   

             

D

     K A

THE  SIMPLE  SOLUTION  

to  throw  any  honour  card  you  hold  in  that  suit,  or,  without  an  honour,  you  must  show  count.

     

A'
  

  

How  do  you  signal  when  partner  leads  a  king  against  a  NT  contract?

top  of  a  sequence'
KQJx near  sequence'  i.e.    KQ10x

  

  

?

ON  THE  LEAD  OF  A  KING  AGAINST  NTS

  



UNIT  8  -  IMPROVE  YOUR  DEFENCE

6  Inga  &  Neil  Aiston  2012

LEADS  AGAINST  SLAMS  

  
  

    
  

  
   P
   P
   X

P   P   P

  

   P
   P

P   5 P
P   P   P
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A

This  hand  cropped  up  at  Cramlington  Bridge  Club.    

P   P   P

at  least
  four

If  west  continues  hearts,  declarer  will  make  the  contract  as  east  will  be  
end  played  when  north  leads  his  2nd  club  after  drawing  trumps.

MID  GAME  SWITCHES.            CAN  YOU  GET  IN  AGAIN  ?  

  

  
   Your  immediate  thought  is  to  win  the   A  
   and  give  partner  his  ruff.

5

A  7

always  

        YOU.    

West  leads   3

Your  choice  of  leads  in  defence  will  depend  on  whether  you  are  likely  to  get  in  again.
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1       1NT             
3NT         

1       1   
2       3NT     

  

  

  

3
  

Axx  

  

5

1 P     
3NT   P   P   P

P      2NT     
3       3
3NT

  

      1NT   P  
2 *   X   2    -  
4 P   P   P  

2 *  is  a  transfer  bid     

1       1NT    
P        

not  

QUIZ  ON  LEADS  AGAINST  NTs  
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SIGNALLING
ace  

for  attitude  and  king  for  count

  

Count  signals  
  

  

  
If  partner  leads  a  king  against  a  NT  contract,    you  are  required  to  throw  any  honour  you  hold,    
OR  to  give  count  if  you  do  not  have  an  honour  card!

Attitude  signals
affordable

          Discards                          Switch  required                Returns  to  partner

The  switch
his  lead  of  a  high  card  in  the  new  suit  would  deny  an  honour  card  

return  his  original  suit.

low  card  in  the  new  suit  would  promise  an  honour  card
new  suit

  

McKenney  suit  preference  signals
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   MCKENNEY  SUIT  PREFERENCE  SIGNALS  1.  

Suit  preference  when  discarding.

5

Suit  preference  while  following  suit.

  
                               

A

                      

A        

      

  
  

is

  

(a  count  signal)

  

  

*By  agreement  with  partner,    
playing  the   K     ,  and  following  with  the  
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A5  

  

S                   W                 N                 E

   MCKENNEY  SUIT  PREFERENCE  SIGNALS  2.  

The  lead  must  be  a  singleton!  (Why?)  
  

The  high
higher

Suit  preference  .  The  card  you  return.

                              

A

A

.

Suit  preference  .  A  singleton  in  dummy.
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A  

"Because  east  played   K  he  cannot  hold   Q.
Therefore  south  must  have  it!  I'll  switch  to  diamonds."!?!?  

Now  you  can  tell  exactly  who  has  got  what!

Who  has  the   7   .............    
  
Who  has  the   9   .............   A

Who  has  the   J   .............  

Who  has  the   K   .............   would

2

A

4

TOUCHING  HIGH  CARDS

A

  It  IS  obvious,  but  you  need  to  train  yourself  to  apply  this  simple  principle.

2

4
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WHICH  CARD  TO  PLAY  

  

  

two

A7      

  How  does  east  know  that  it  is  a  singleton*?

A    (Creating  a  void)     
(Remember  McKenney?)  

                 

By  agreement,    leading  king  then  ace  shows  a  doubleton.  

A7    

When  declarer/dummy  leads  a  suit.  

When  partner  leads  a  suit.  

Playing  4th  in  hand.
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Q may   

  

  J

  

  J

33

Q

A  7

      73

A  J

entitled

   PLAYING  IN  2ND  POSITION

3

Q When  holding  only  two  cards  -  

K  5  

Do  not  cover    honours  which  are  part  of  a  sequence.
Do  not  cover    touching  honour  cards
Cover    unprotected  

K  
Q   J  

3  

Don't  cover  these  leads  from  dummy

Are  you  prepared?
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7

7

7

suit  contract   

  
  

  

  
  

65    

65    

65  

  
  
  

A    
  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
A    

65    

7     

  

  
  2nd  highest  card  if  it  is  a  9  or  better.      

  

will   give   declarer   a   trick   in   the   suit   
  

  

  
  

  
  
  

EXCEPTIONS
no  honour  cards  

appear  in  dummy   
  

  

  only  two  
cards  in  dummy,     

suit  contract

2nd  highest  card  is  lower  
than  a  9  

PLAYING  THE  '9'  3RD  IN  HAND

NOTE    All  of  west's  leads  are  from  two  honours.      
Think  twice  before  leading  from  fourth  highest  from  four  to  a    POOR  SINGLETON  HONOUR!
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PLAYING  3RD  IN  HAND

  
  

  

  
A  switch  may  be  best,  so  consider  the  rest  of  the  hand!

THINK  TWICE  BEFORE  LEADING  FROM  FOUR  TO  A  POOR  HONOUR!
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3NT  

  

3NT  by  south  on  all  three  hands.

HOLD  UP  PLAY  BY  DEFENDER

3NT  

  

Get  it  out  of  the  way  of  partner's   98

A

A

6

3NT  

West  MUST  play   8  to  give  east  a  count  and  east  
must  decline  this  trick  knowing  that  south  started  with    
THREE  diamonds.

twice
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A  7 K  

A

NOTE: should

  immediately.  

Unblocking

unblock

UNBLOCKING  IN  DEFENCE

J
    

Q84

  

        ?
      

3NT

  

        

3NT  
by

3NT  
by

Unblock  even  though  you  are  winning!
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Opening  lead  out  of  turn

Declarer  can  accept  the  lead  out  of  turn,  and  then  either;;  

    

Declarer  can  insist  on  the  lead  being  made  from  the  correct  hand,  and  require  one  of  the  following:

insist  on
prohibit

wrong

Revokes

  must
  not  following

'established'

  before 'established'

Trick  penalties  for  established  revokes.

neither

the  most   
  

RULES  AND  ETHICS  1.
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Hesitations  during  the  auction.    

you
unless   they   can   totally   justify   their  bid*   

  

Hesitations  during  the  play.

Questions  during  the  auction.  

unless
pass

The  Director.

you
you

A  complete  set  of  the  rules  are  to  be  found  in  the  EBU  orange  book  which  can  be  accessed  from  the  Home  Page  
of  the  NEBA  web  site  at  www.neba.co.uk  

RULES  AND  ETHICS  2.


