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English

Automatic

Krzysztof Martens

This chapter might be entitled:

"Calf — Not a Chess Player."

None Vulnerable, Teams

West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South

3¢
4% Pass 4e Pass
5% Pass 6% All Pass

& AKQ84
v KQ753
¢+ A2

& J

& 832
v?2

¢+ KQJ973
& 652

Lead ¢10. West wins with the ace and comes to his hand
with the heart ace, then plays a spade to dummy. On the
second round of spades, declarer discards a diamond. He
next plays the king of hearts. I ruff and declarer overruffs
and plays the trump ace. Now declarer cashes the club ace
and partner begins to think...

Here comes the full board:

& J975

v J109864

+ 10

& K9
& 10 & AKQ84
vA v KQ753
+ 8654 * A2
& AQ108743 &

& 632

v?2

+ KQJ973

& 652

This is the final position:

& J9

v J1096

‘ -

& K9
- o A84
v- v Q75
+ 86 *2
& AQ10874 F

a6

v -

+ KQJO7

* 65

Partner discarded the club king on the ace, but unfortunately
he has met his equal. West plays #8 and my partner must
win the trick. I congratulate both players on the excellent
duel.

Of course, I had not noticed that I played like a calf.
Declarer's shape, 1-1-4-7, was obvious not only from the
couse of the bidding but also from his line of play. Partner
must have a trump trick for us to stand a chance. If it is the
ace my play is irrelevant; with the trump king, though, the
defence requires more care to avoid the throw-in. I should
have restrained myself from ruffing the heart honour and
instead discarded a spade. The final position would have
been somewhat different:

& J9
v J1096
¢ -
& K9
o -
v -
¢+ 8
& AQ108743

¢+ KQJ97
& 652

This time [ will ruff whichever top honour West chooses to
play. When my partner gets in, he will now be able to lead
the suit, in which dummy holds no top honours, and I get
a diamond winner at trick 13.

Krzysztof Martens published 12 books — high
level bridge, You can find all in website
www.martensuniversity.com



How do you play the Diamonds to give yourself
the best possible chance of making 3 tricks? The
answer is not so clear to many club players.

You should play the Ace of Diamonds first, and
then small to the King. You then play small to
the Jack. If the diamonds are 3-3 you lose to the
Queen but make your 3™ trick in Diamonds from
the last diamond. If they are 4-2 and the Queen
is 4 times on your left you still make 3 tricks, and
if they are 4-2 with the Queen four times on your
right you make only 2 tricks and have to pray that
the Clubs are 3-3. So what is the point in giving
up on the finesse? The bonus you may get is
when the Queen of Diamonds is doubleton on
your right. If you finesse - you make only 2 tricks,
but if you play off the Ace and King of Diamonds
and the Queen drops - you make 3 tricks. Either
way you make your contract and lose 1 or 2
Imp's because the other side made an overtrick

English

or two, or you score 12 IMP's because you made
your contract when your teammates defeated
the contract. 12-1 seems like pretty good odds to
me. Your teammates may congratulate you (you
should be so lucky), but more likely they will be
gloating over their brilliant defense.

Here is the deal you hope for:

& QITS
v KJ6
+ T976
& T4

& AK3

v AS85 5

+ K32

* K876

& 987
v 432

+ AJ54
& AQ5

W =

s 642
v QT97
+ Q8
& J932
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English

Brian Zietman

Out of the 10 tournaments we run weekly at the
Jerusalem Bridge Center, only one uses IMP
scoring — the players seem to prefer Top-Bottom
(It is called matchpoints in the rest of the world).
The different scoring method dramatically
changes the way you play the hand. In Top-
Bottom every card is so important because it
may give you that vital overtrick, so that 650
can be a top when everyone else is scoring 620.
Everyone is scrambling to make 3NT instead of 5
in a minor, and if you get to that 5 in a minor you
might as well bid 6, because 5 plus one in a minor
scores less than 3NT plus one. Doubles of part
scores are commonplace, because everyone is
striving for the magic 200 of one down doubled
vulnerable, which is almost always worth more
than any part-score that you can make.

Purists will argue that IMP scoring gives a more
accurate result because players have to bid
accurately and make sure that they make their
games and slams.

Here is a set up deal to test your skills in Top-
Bottom as opposed to IMP's.

You are West. The bidding is simple: 1NT — 3NT.

& AK3 N 987
v A85 v 432
+ K32 W =y Alsd
» K876 & AQ5

The lead is the Queen of Spades.

You win the first trick before the defense attacks
your precarious Heart holding. You count your
tricks - two tricks in Spades, one in Hearts, two in
Diamonds and three in Clubs — a total of 8 tricks.
To make your contract you need to make one
more trick in either Diamonds or Clubs, butin Top-
Bottom every overtrick is vital and you take risks
to make an overtrick or two. You are hoping for a
3-3 break in Clubs and a 3-3 break in Diamonds
with your left hand opponent holding the Qxx in
Diamonds. If all goes well, you make 11 tricks,
share a top score with a few others and that's it.
If the clubs don't break 3-3, you try the Diamond
finesse, and even if the finesse loses they may
still break 3-3. If both Diamonds and Clubs are
4-2 AND the diamond finesse is wrong, you will
go down complaining about your bad luck. You
will probably get an average score, because the
rest of the field will be thinking along the same
lines.

Here is the deal you hope for in Top-Bottom:

& QJTS
v KJ6
¢+ Q76
& T93
& AK3 N
v A85
¢+ K32
& K876

& 987
v 432
s AJ54
& AQ5

W =

& 642
v QT97
+ T98
* J42

Now for the strategy at IMP's (teams):

Your goal is first and foremost to make your
contract and that means 9 tricks. You win the Ace
of Spades as before and play the Ace and Queen
of Clubs — opponents follow suit. You have the
same 8 tricks and the extra trick in clubs is still
possible but if you make 3 tricks from Diamonds
then that is sufficient to make your contract even
if the Clubs don't break 3-3. If you make 4 you
don't mind, but it will only improve your score by
the smallest margin. You do everything possible
to avoid going down.
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