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Amazing Vacation! Villa Moses is who love to spend their holiday 0"M1D0D NN 'NY ‘AT7T"12n "1AN
new boutique villa, well designed, toget%ler. T%le. area is great for 0'9IN 70V NDYWID IWIN %Y DYD DNDYN DN’
modern, comfortable and very relaxing, hiking, beach walk and D'WIN ,NDITN |11A01 DYYM NY' 0N 07N
well equipped with everything great food. Wonderful beaches (less 1DIPNA AT JI12 JI'7'D - N7IVD 10N D' 72IN1,0'DN
you might need. We stayed at crowded), lot of blue sea around, JNTAIND NIXIVD 0747 D'WAD }120 WA WY "INK
beautiful spacy apartment, fully lovely villages and local taverns PINTID PR/NN 1 DU, NI TNNAN TUDTI TINND
furnished with two cozv bedroom ith famous ereek cuisine in NN ,('Rarn) 0D TIDWTD NINMT 0V T* .07
1‘ ‘e with two cozy bedroo wi ; ous gree l thet . NAN7 NY'01 NPT NNDI,D'NIRD / D2¥20N N7IVD
and living room. It had 2 terraces, short distance. Fantastic vacation “O%wIN .N0'0 DNV NT Y21 .0"DIZN TIDIPD
one extremely large with stunning at villa Moses - thank you for the 2UN
views. It's a perfect place for hospitality! Warmly recommended,

- . R . !0'0PN WDD N'D 1N11 ATIN TXD TND 1110Y”
families and for group of friends will visit again!
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then defend. The policy of “bidding one more”
is also called “insurance”.

Another opportunity to bid six diamonds arose
in the second session:

Dealer West, Vul All

& QT843
¥ J65
¢ Q7
& Q95
& 9 & A72
¥ KT932 ¥ A4
o A932 E BaGs
& AB2 & KJ7
& KJ65
¥ Q87
¢ 54
& T843
West North East South
1v Pass 2¢ Pass
3¢ Pass ?

The real question here is: “What is your
system?”

Playing a standard system where bidding
two diamonds would promise ten-plus
HCP, a three-diamond bid would be rather
weak, allowing the responder to Pass with a
minimum. With East’s actual hand it would be
highly natural to bid three-no-trump, and West
probably has nothing more to say.

However, in the two-over-one system (played
by most expert pairs nowadays), bidding
three diamonds would show a good diamond
fit with extras, as a minimal hand with three
diamonds would usually bid a “default” two
hearts. Under these circumstances, East has
every justification to make a slam move such
as a three-spades cue-bid. Despite the HCP
minimum, West has quite a good hand for
slam purposes. A return cue-bid of four clubs
would pave the way for a keycard-ask, leading
to an excellent six diamonds contract (all five
keycards are there, but the queen of trump is
missing). Even when diamonds fail to break,
there are several chances to make this slam.

In the actual layout East-West were cold for
thirteen tricks in a diamond contract, but only
one pair bid six diamonds (a gain of 12.96
IMPs). Another pair failed in six no-trump, and
two pairs stopped in two diamonds (). The
rest of the field succeeded in various game
contracts, the most common of which was
three no-trump.
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The Israeli bridge community endured fourteen
months in which very little face-to-face bridge
was played, and all Israeli championships were
held online (including two online festivals), but
since mid-May the traditional format of the
game has made a strong comeback with four
national championships. This is a report about
the Israeli championship for pairs with titles up
to Silver Master. Perhaps not the highest level
of bridge, but several deals were exciting as
well as instructive.

Here is an interesting one from the first
session.

Dealer West, Vul All

& QT9832
¥ AKT98
‘ -
& A
& A74 o -
¥ Q6542 ®7
¢ KT32 ¢ AQ98654
L I & Q9874
& KJ65
¥ J3
¢ J7
& KT632

The auction might develop like this:

West North East South
Pass 1a 2NT 3e
5¢ S5v 6¢ ?

2021 VOIAIN 216 193

Returning To Face-To-Face Bridge

East-West compete aggressively to six
diamonds, forcing their opponents to guess.

The best way to describe East’'s extreme
distribution is to start with 2NT (showing at
least five-five in the minors) and then bidding
diamonds on his own.

However, West has a fantastic diamond fit.
Bidding merely four diamonds over South’s
three spades would not do justice to this hand.
North has a fantastic hand as well. Bidding
five hearts is natural, with slam aspirations.

Why should East bid six diamonds? Because
he has two extra trump cards not yet shown.
However, he should consider what to do over
six spades. Probably he has to go all the way
to seven diamonds (still a cheap sacrifice in
the actual layout, costing his side less than a
game for the opponents).

However, few people bid like this at the table
(at least among pairs with titles up to Silver
Master). The most common contract was five
spades, with a good score for North-South.
Those who let their opponents play five
diamonds (making) paid dearly. Two North-
South pairs reached six spades but failed to
find the winning play.

Most inexperienced players would consider
a six-diamond bid risky or even “gambling”.
However, experts are well aware that any
high-level decision in bridge is risky, and
underbidding may well be riskier than
overbidding, so they make the bid which in
their opinion gives the best odds for a good
score. When the hands are highly distributional
and both pairs have chances to make a high-
level contract, it's usually safer to play rather
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