
Kit Teaches Defensive Planning 

 

We learned a lot in this auction if we paid attention. South has five spades, four hearts and three diamonds. His most 

likely shape is 5=4=3=1 with a singleton club. What about the dummy? North isn’t likely to have 3 spades or 3 hearts or 

they would have shown spades instead of bidding 2NT and would have bid 3H instead of 3S. North does have a club 

stopper, but probably only 1 of them. North is likely 2=2=5=4. 

 

 

*South’s 2D bid was game forcing in their system.  



 

 

The first trick is the jack of hearts followed by the 3, 8 and K from declarer. 

 

Declarer leads the jack of spades, and takes a finesse, partner winning the K. Partner returns the heart queen. 

 



Declarer wins and draws another round of trump, partner following so declarer is known to have started with 4 spades. 

Declarer draws a third round of trump. Plays the ace of clubs and the queen of clubs to the K. Declarer wouldn’t do this 

with three clubs, so must have a doubleton club.  

 

Declarer exits with a heart in this position: 

 



Declarer 

follows low. 



 

 

What do we know? Declarer has four spades and four clubs and something in diamonds to bid 2NT after partner’s 

fourth-suit forcing bid. Declarer does not have 3 hearts or he would have bid 2H rather than 2NT. Dummy has four 

hearts or more and four spades.  



 

Partner returns the two of diamonds. 

 

 

Declarer wins with the king of diamonds ad plays the 2 of hearts. 



We also had to 

cash the heart ace when we won our spade trick or declarer could throw all of dummy’s remaining hearts.  

Declarer is at 

least 5-5 in the majors.  



 

 

Declarer plays the ace of spades, the spade jack to his hand, and ruffs a third spade with partner following. This is the 

position: 

 

Declarer leads the three of hearts, partner plays the 4, and declarer plays the J with you taking your king.  

 



 

South’s 1NT 

response is revealing. In addition to limiting South to 6-9ish points, he also has at most 3 hearts and 3 spades.  



Declarer plays 

low from dummy and your king wins. 



 

We know South has four spades and not four hearts. His clubs are also known to be at least as long as his diamonds. 

 

Declarer plays low from dummy.  



 

 

Declarer has at least five spades and five hearts. Declarer overtakes the first trick with the ten of hearts and leads the 

club five, partner playing the 8 and dummy the queen. You win the king.  

 

 



Declarer has at 

least four diamonds and four spades. Declarer does not have three hearts or would have raised. Declarer also has a club 

stopper to bid 2NT. Since he chose notrump after two clubs, his likely distribution is 4=2=4=3.  

Declarer runs the spade jack to his queen. 

 

Declarer leads the four of diamonds to the king (partner playing the 2) . 



 


