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The auction developed as follows:

West North East South
Krauss Hamman
1%
1e 4v Pass 44
Pass 5v Pass Pass
Dbl Pass Pass 54
Dbl Pass Pass Pass

At first sight, North should clearly be Passing 4.
One may think that no good player would bid 5v,
but Bob explains:

“There’s more than meets the eye. Don and | had
recently installed a new gadget to our system.
We had agreed that when one of us opened 1
and the other bid 4v/44, a new suit by opener
was asking for controls in the suit bid”.

2048 ,'11'] 22-28
N"I ,ND7Y NXIAP 70"

ibf@bridge.co.il | www.ibf-festival.org

52-N 'MIN71'AN 'ATN2AN 72'00D

Yes, Bob bid 44 hoping to hear 5# from partner,
but the systemic response was 5¥. Now “I
Passed because 54 would have been another
asking bid”.

Bob must have been cursing that gadget, but
when 5% was doubled he could retreat to 54 with
relative safety, the only problem being that he
was already one trick too high.

West led ¢Q, so the Jamaican defenders didn’t
lose their diamond trick. After ruffing a diamond,
Hamman tried the cheap trick of leading the &J.
Amazingly, his LHO failed to cover, squandering
his club trick. A ruffing finesse duly followed, and
Hamman soon registered plus 850. A happy
ending!

Our hero summed it up: “Technology won... sort
of”.
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Ram Soffer

The following amazing story is taken from Bob
Hamman’s autobiography At the Table (1994).
It happened during his first world championship
tournament, playing with Don Krauss against
Jamaica in the World Bridge Olympiad, New
York 1964.

How would you feel when you (South) pick up
this collection (Dealer East, Vul Both):

N

W E
D

& AQIT65
v -
+ 4
* KQJ832

Nice hand, but Bob Hamman was quite worried,
since “all it did was bring to mind the other time
| found myself holding twelve black cards”.

Playing rubber bridge with a weak partner, Bob
was holding

N

W =
5

& KQJ654
vs
¢ -
& KQT952

Horror Corher (5)
Six=Six in the Blacks

He was bidding busily, green vs red, but when
he reached four spades, his LHO “doubled with
a vengeance”:

West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Hamman
1e
Pass Pass 3v 44
4v Pass Pass 44
Dbl

At this point, North who was unable to bid
anything thus far, emerged with Five Diamonds.
Bob tried to stay calm and bid a sophisticated
five hearts, trying to play in the right black suit,
but when five hearts doubled came back to him
he realized that redoubling for SOS with a weak
partner might be extremely costly. “| didn’t have
that much money, so | retreated to 54 and took
my minus 1300 [old scoring]”.

Let’'s return to our main deal from the World
Olympiad:

& 82

v AJT97654

¢+ 86
s 6

& 97

v KQ8
+ Q752
& A95

& K43

v 32

¢+ AKTO93
& T74

W =

& AQIT6S
v -
+ 4
& KQJ832

99 out of 100 bridge players would have been
extremely excited about South’s hand, but Bob
already had a premonition...
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