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North South

1v

2¢ 34

ANT S5v
7v Pass

After | opened 1v, Yoel bid a forcing 2¢. Moti told
me that my next bid of 3& was an error. Holding
just 14 HCP | was simply not strong enough for
such a bid. My singleton was a worthless ¢J.
After 4NT | had a problem. | did not know what
the trump suit was, and | bid 5¥ showing three

English

keycards (my two aces and the king of the last bid
suit — clubs). Not quite sure what my 5¥ meant,
Yoel decided to put me in 7¥, which turned out to
be a slight underbid!

Only one pair (Shlomit Yudasin and Hanan Ben-
Ami) managed to get to the ideal Top-Bottom
contract of 7NT.

There are 16 tricks in 7NT and 18 tricks in 7
Hearts!

Shame that there is no bonus for overtricks in a
Grand Slam.

Duck, Jacob - Card Players and Merrymakers, 1640
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English

Brian Zietman

Whenever | play bridge with my children, if there
have been 3 Passes, the last one will inevitably
pass in order to play 'goulash'. Then the cards
are not shuffled, just cut and redealt in groups
of 5, 5 and 3. The resulting deals are extremely
wild. Whoever buys the contract usually goes
down 3 or 4 doubled. ®

Computer generated hands are more random
and have the reputation of goulash distributions.
This is not a fallacy — shuffled cards tend to have
more balanced distributions because they are
insufficiently shuffled.

Moti Gelbard and his partner Talia Lebel were
our guests at the Jerusalem Bridge Center for
one the weekly Saturday afternoon tournaments.
They had spent the first part of the day visiting the
Israel Museum, and after the game went on for
a meal in a Jerusalem restaurant with the Best-
e-Bridge team. | was invited too, as | have been
involved in translating their website into English.

In this tournament the cards were shuffled
manually, but one of the deals unexpectedly
turned out into a real 'goulash’ .

My partner (Yoel Guy) and | were North-South,
and so were Talia and Moti. Therefore both pairs

played the same monster hand.

Yoel and Moti picked up:

North
A
KJ&7
AKQT9872

o & €

However, it was South who opened the bidding
with 1v!

Moti decided that this is the time (about once
in a lifetime to use his expression) to use the
Josephine convention. This convention was
invented by Josephine Culbertson, the leading
female player of the 1930s. He bid 5NT, which
asks partner to bid 6¥ holding one of the three
top honors in hearts, or alternatively to bid 7%
holding two of the top three honors. When Talia
bid 6%, he went with his gut feeling and bid 7v
anyway.

This is what happened at our table:
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