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Indeed, at the table North redoubled, and
the bulletin described this as two-way: either
offering to play or | have my own suit — please
bid 2v. A very weird agreement: how is South
supposed to know what's going on.

| don't rule out the possibility that they were
playing standard methods and South was just
having a big blackout (which nowadays they
use to call "a senior moment"). Maybe this
strange agreement was just invented in order
to save face...

Anyway, the final contract was two diamonds
redoubled, and the play was very interesting,
because after a trump lead eleven tricks for
East-West are easy, but that is merely plus
2800 and in order to set a new world record
they needed to find a way to win twelve tricks.

West led the diamond ace, followed by the
queen. Poor declarer won the third round and
then exited with a fourth diamond. East shifted
to the heart ten, covered by the jack and the
queen. These were the remaining cards:

West (Sartaj Hans) led the club seven.
Declarer tried to deceive by playing the four
from dummy, but East (Peter Gill) read the
situation correctly and ducked. East-West
easily collected the remaining tricks: three
clubs, two hearts, the spade ace and the
diamond jack.

Suppose South had made a better play by
covering the #7 with the #8. Could the defense
still win the rest? This turns out to be possible
with the help of a nice squeeze, pointed out by

Barry Rigal: East wins with #J, cashes ¢J and
switches to ¥5. West discards a heart on the
+J and wins YA9.

The following cards remain with five tricks to
go:

pe e
X' >
©

West cashes the heart ace and North is
squeezed in the black suits! East discards
a spade, and the defenders win the rest
irrespective of North’s discard. That would
have been a nice way to set the record.

By the way, Barry does not qualify himself
as a historian, so there exists the possibility
of a bigger penalty recoded at a world class
event in the past. If any of our readers has
any information about such a deal, please let
us know.
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// Ram Soffer

The following deal was reported by Barry
Rigal in the Bulletin of the recent World
Championship in Wroclaw, Poland. He was
wondering what was the biggest penalty ever
in a world class event, having remembered a
2800 penalty collected by Great Britain (this
team no longer exists, as nowadays Scotland
and Wales have their own teams) in the 1987
World championship and a similar penalty
conceded by Poland in the 1995 European
Championship.

However, all of those records have now been
shattered by a pair whose names Mr. Rigal
preferred to keep confidential. Theoretically,
anyone interested in such a record may bid
a grand slam while holding nothing, redouble
and then concede all thirteen tricks, but
we shall not concern ourselves with such a
flagrant display of unsportsmanlike behavior.
In the actual examples, a pair did suffer a
huge penalty despite each player trying to do
his best. Usually such freak results are due to
a serious partnership misunderstanding.

Well, here is the hand reported by Barry
from the semifinal stage of the Open Pairs.
Amagzingly, both pairs were not vulnerable (so
that potential penalties were smaller).

2022 1221 231 |

Biggest Penalty Ever

Board 14. Dealer East, Vul None

& KQJT764
¥2
¢ 5
& QT84
& A82 & 95
¥ AQ93 ¥ T5
+ AQ4 E B
& K97 & AJ62
& 3
¥ KJ8764
¢ K873
& 53
This was the incredible auction:
West North East South
Pass 2¢
Dbl RDbl All Pass

South opened with the notorious multi two
diamonds, and there already arises the
question: How can N/S reach a spade contract
despite the fact that South has hearts?
Apparently, West's double makes it easier
because now, according to standard practice,
North may Pass, indicating good diamonds
or redouble, forcing South to bid his own
suit. Therefore the solution to the problem
of the hand with long spades is easy: North
redoubles, South is going to bid two hearts
99.99% of the time and now North will remove
this to two spades.
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