THE DEBATE

Ron Klinger

GHESTEM 15 2 systern of pwo-suited over
calls devised by Pierre Ghestem of France,
Oy |

2ANT = the red suirs

2% = the major suits

38 = diamonds and spades

Ower ather one-openings:

INT = the two lowest-ranking suits,

g (1) — 28T = hearts and clubs

3« the high-ranking suits

{_;I.IE-HII = the other

highest-ranking and lowest-ranking.
Knevwledge is power. Itis casier to judge the
right action when you koow the two suits
h:-H |1t_y '|'.|.1rrn=1' Ihan i|'1l,'|1u K now rm]r one
and have to guess which is the ather. With
Michaels Cue-bids, a cue-bid of @ minar
suit shews both magors, but a cuechid of a
major suit shows the other major and an
undisdosed minor. S, plagT Michaels, if
you oy mot have support formie magor, you

iy .11,|i|1'r..

can easily miss @ game or a good sacrifice iF

the opponents increase the bidding lewel,
Suppose the bidding starts:

West Morth East South
1w v 4%

?
What action  would
you take with Hand 12 Hamd 1
m:ul.'inu Michael:, yinla & B2
would pass since yopur | ¥ 7654
judgment tells you *AB543
that partiner has the & A2

ack suits. Unlucky,
since partner holds
Hana 2; youu allow the
Hand 2 opponents o play in
& AT0954 4%, which is unbeat-
w2 able, while a sacrifice
4 KQ1072 in diamends s only
& B3 one down and 5%
might well make if
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the opponents do not attack clubs carly,
It could bBe warse for your side:

& B2 & ATDD 54
¥ 7654 ¥l

* AG543 * KQl0872
& A2 * 8

Flaying Michacls, the opponents make 4%
or perhaps go one down if the defence
finds the cub ruff and diamonds aee 1-1,
bt o make 5#. With Ghestern, it 15 easy
to find the best spot in both cases:

Marth East Sauth
- EL 4%

West

5% s
*Twen highest suits, spades and diamonds

Evert when you have support tor the major
amd either minoe it can be vital to know
which minor partner hodds, For exarmple:

West  Morth East South
1% 8 il

T
What would you do
with Hand 3 as West? | Hand 3

You have a flar | & |87
hand, but if partner | ¥ A4 3
has hearis and clubs, *TH2
vou might find that | & KO|&
the opponents can

imzke A, while you

can osavey '|r|. I.'IIIIW 0 ]'.|¢'r|‘|1||5 even mz[n'
5, Suppase partner holds Hand 4:

If hesarts are 4-1 or
Hand 4 clubs are 3-1, you
- 2 have no detence ver-

YEOR7s sus 4, while 548 3
LR oraly e down.
& ATDT8 4 Howewver, what if

partner holds Hand 57

Mow  you  might

Hand 5 heat 48 wviz  fwo
& 7 hearts, a  diamond
Y HOBT& and a club or onc
4 AIDDES heart, one diamond
B3 and fwo clubs. IF you
decide to rake the

save with these cands,
you are adde-on to lose at least a spade,
twiy diamiomds and a club. That st or
more down, while 4 might well be failing,
TF {14} — 2 is Michacls, Wist, holding
Hand 3, has no cden whether to ass Jol ap
whether to bid. Playing Ghestem, you can
miake the winning decision each time

Wil Merth East Souath
Ta L L]
S L
*Hearts and clubs
West  Morth East South
1% EL Gl
Pass

*Hearts and diamonds

Some players use Michaels at higher levels,
after Weak Twos, for example, but the prob-
lerna remain the same. 1 the auction starts:

South
Pass 4%

West  Morth East
2% iv

?

Without decent spade support, West might
b in exactly the same quandary as in the
carlier examples.

What 12 I[‘w cost fla F"l"“.'""il 5:|1=l.':iﬁr Tads
suiters? You lose a weak jump-overcall in a
myineer s0AE This is not a heavy price fo pay.
Many good players are already reluctant 1o
make a weak jump-overcall when valnera-
ble if the suit is not so strong. We are happy
to sacrifice the {18 — 28 weak jump or the
3 weak jump-overcall in exchange for the
acouracy in the two-saiter anca. a
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Michaels Cue-bids are

much better than Ghestem

Or vote by post (Editor, English Bridge, 23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LAR).

Comments for publication {not more than 200 words, please) are welcome,

RON EKlinger is one of Australias finest
exports. An expert player, e writes autho-
ri'|1|n-=|}' an the game amd as a teacher he
is without parvallel - it's standing room
nu'l}' whenever Ron holds 2 seminar, any-
where in the world.

S0, when Ron says that Ghestem is
better than Michacls, then he must be
right, right? Well, up o a point. But then
S0 WeTe 1|‘|E pt't}ph w]’us !huus‘hl that
Betamax was technically far superior to
WHS. And where are all those Betamax
recorders now? Well, the same place as all
the WHS recorders, the bin, becawse history
has overtaken that particular argument,
bt you catch my drifi.

T'm sure Ihal on |F|.,- |1p|_1|1si|-l pape I-llvn
is, even as 1 type, extolling the technical
superiority of Ghestem, the accuracy, the
ard 1o j1|:1§:|,'11wn|. And he's |'ig_hl on the
button. T can’t oppose him on those
wrounds, There's only one real point T can
make that will sway you, desr readers,
when its time o vote, There's one point
apainst Ghestern that rises out above all
the others, smacks the convention in the
_i;m.'. r|;r.||:| h'rl'ws Michaels with a walk-over,
It’s this.

Ghestem is hopeless.

There are thiee reasons foe this. Firsthy,
you lose the 38 avercall, one of the more
effective jumps. Secandly, in order to show
both majors over 18, you have to jump 1o
.ﬁ.Thinﬂ:ﬂ EVERROne iﬁwn}'.'i ﬁzsrgcij . M_'_l.'
secret comtact at the Drepartment of Made-
Up Statistics tells me that 83% of English
tournament  players prefer Michaels to
Gihestemn, They can't all be wrong,

To return ta the points in order, how
often do pou find you want to make a
i1|rn'p avercall in clubs l'__n'u,zn“usa\: ol how
stromg, you play ith? I'd say cvery now and
then. Playing Ghestern, this 38 bid is
reserved for situations where opener has
bid a suit, and you have two suits which
aren’t clubs and aren’t the suit opened.

www.ebuco.uk

(ruite apart from the halt hour it takes o
wiorle all that out, that comes up less than
every now and them, I'd say, There are
those who might sugpest that playing
Ghestern you can still make a jump
overcall in elubs 'Ir:,- hin:ldlng 3 then at
your next turn, hanging the 48 hidding
card on the table firmnly and loudly. 1
couldn’t possibly comment.

Having to wse 1# — 38 to show both
majors is ruinous. On groands of frequen-
cy, mast hands fall into the part-score
FiLnge, ‘Nﬁy on earth shoubd o have o
compete to the three level when the most
cither side can make is cight tricks or sof
The Michaels method {cue-bid of a minor
at the two Jevel shows both majors] is both
woonomic and efficient. Tn the diagrammied
hand, for instance, Fase-West vest happily
in 2% bat cannot make 3%, Simi'l:lr'l}'.
North-South can't compete to the three
lewel:

Game All. Dealer South.
& 0153
¥ |83
+ 043
& AT43
& AD9E7T & 47
¥ EDT742 ¥ Q105
43 # AT078
& 02 & |1086
s Kia
¥ AG
¢ K|9ES
& K95

Bath sides are vulnercalde, and South s the
:lun]cT. Snulh1 |1r|'|:|1|_a kit 5t TTHIY foor a weak
no-trump, opens 1%, West makes a
Michacls overcall of 2%, North may or
may not make a sightly dodyy take-oat
double (dedgy because he doesn't really
have the values to compete at the three

THE DEBATE

Lan Payn

leweely. Fast will bid 2%, and Narth-Soath
will cither defund this for mines 110, or
bid an, for a posaiible minus 2060, if Fast
fancies his chances unnl.l.gh i doubile,
Either way, Morth-South are on the ropes
after the intervention. Playing Ghestem,
it's Fast-West whao arve on the mpes.

Mo, a Ghesten advocate might point
out that the haldings required for bids
which force the auction higher are mose
steimgent, All well and good, but this cuts
down on the frequency of usage not only
for having the right suits but also the exace
steength o wicld the convention [which
mast players ignore, as the blood rushes to
their head as they see the chance to utilise
their favourite gadget).

Amnther loss is the Jamp vercall of 24
over | (which, by the way, is best played
as Intermediate even it you play Weak
Turmp Crvercalls).

Those sequences where pin-pointing
bath suits aids sacrifice {and personaliy, 1
mever really have any idea whether a
scrifice is a Bﬁn:l dea unnl the scores ane
entered up) are few and far between, Yes, a
joy, surely, when Ghestem gets us a fine
result, ot gve me maore odm o
manoeuvre on the bread and butter stuff
any day of the week Tt you have world
enciph and tine, study Ghestern, and use
i 'n'ln']}'. For 1hr resl ol WH, gﬂs:lcl. wrld
Michacls will suffice, It comes in more
wieful, more aften.

And ah ~ that it about people always
forgetting it 1 can't tell you how much
time is wasted on this by players and
directors. Why, there was even an incident
about axteen Vears agn, when |h< d:irk'rh:sr
was called to the table becanse the system
had heen forgotten by . .. none other than
Pierre Ghestem himsell T het Mike
Michaels never forgot what o Michaeks
cue-bid was . ..
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