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Dealer East, Vul None

® 932
¥ AKJ42
¢ QJ92
A
& KJT74 & 865
¥ 975 ¥ 18
P E R
& 9542 & KQ63
& AQ
¥ Q63
¢ AK73
& JT87
\
West North East South
Pass INT
Pass 2¢ Pass 2y
Pass 3¢ Pass 3v
Pass 4 Pass ANT
Pass 5& Pass 6v
Pass Pass Pass
\_ J

North's transfer response 2¢ was followed by
a natural and game-forcing 3¢. South's 3¥ bid
showed a good hand with heart support. After
North showed his slam ambitions by cue-
bidding 4%, South took control of the auction,
asked for keycards (zero or three response)
and bid the small slam.

West led a diamond. South wins in dummy
and tries the spade finesse. West wins with
K. Unable to get a ruff, he switches to a
club. South wins this trick, cashes #A, enters
dummy in trumps and ruffs dummy's third
spade. Then he draws trumps and claims
twelve tricks. Declarer must be careful not to
attempt to enter dummy in diamonds before
drawing trumps, otherwise West would ruff.

Eight pairs bid and made this slam, while three
other pairs failed to make it.

Our final exhibit was yet another heart slam.

2023 21" 238 |1'9'3

Dealer West, Vul All

e 3
¥ K62
¢ T952
& KJT97
® Q92 & KT874
¥ 98 ¥ 54
¢ QJ73 ¢ 64
& Q542 & A863
& AJ65
¥ AQJT73
¢ AKS8
& -
\
West North East South
Pass Pass Pass 1v
Pass 2y Pass 4
Pass 49 Pass 5&
Pass 5v Pass 6v
Pass Pass Pass
. J

South opened at the one-level and North
raised him to two hearts.

Four clubs was an auto-splinter. North had a lot
of wasted power in clubs, and he didn't accept
the slam try, bidding four hearts. Nevertheless,
South marched on using Exclusion Keycards
(five clubs), showing a club void and asking for
keycards, with the club ace not being counted.
North showed 1 out of 4 (the heart king) and
South bid the small slam, knowing that his
partnership possessed all relevant keycards.

Should he have made this slam? A heart lead
was the only successful one, otherwise South
would have managed to ruff all of his spade
losers in dummy and only then draw trumps,
giving up only one trick in diamonds. A trump
lead by West derails this plan, and there is no
good alternative plan for declarer.

In Final A of the Israeli pairs championship, 3
out of 12 pairs bid and made the slam, while
4 pairs were set. The rest of the field was
satisfied with bidding a game.



/7 Yossi Engel

The annual Israeli Pairs Championship (IMP
scoring) consists of several stages. 70 pairs
qualified from the preliminaries. After the
semifinal stage they were divided between
Final Aand Final B. 24 pairs competed in Final
A (which was divided into three groups) for 12
spots in the SuperFinal stage, while the rest
fought it off in Final B for the remaining 2 spots
in the SuperFinal.

Eventually, the overall winners were Israeli
Open Team members Ami Zamir — Oren
Toledano.

We present three deals with slam potential
which appeared in Final A.

Dealer East, Vul E/W

& JT7
¥ K9
¢ JT9742
& 43
& AKQS5 & 93
® AT5 ¥ QJ3
¢ Q3 E Ve
& KJ7 & Q8652
& 642
¥ 87632
¢ 86
& AT9

Slams from the Israeli Pairs
Championship 2023

West North East South
1% Pass
1e Pass INT Pass
2¢4% Pass 2NT** Pass
ONT Pass Pass Pass
- J

West's second round bid of 2¢ was game-
forcing with no connection to the diamond suit.
East was required to show his distribution,
and his 2NT bid denied three spades and/or
four hearts. In addition, with four diamonds
he would have bid 3¢. Consequently, his
distribution was already known: 2-3-3-5 with
low-quality clubs, otherwise he would have bid
3.

Eight pairs reached the contract of 6NT,
played by East, but they were missing two
important cards: YK and #A. South led a heart
everywhere, and all declarers had to lose two
tricks and went down in 6NT.

Eight other pairs which were satisfied to play
in 3NT enjoyed a nice gain which was rather
undeserved. Two pairs reached different
contracts: six clubs by East which made after
a diamond lead and five spades by West,
made with an overtrick since North could not
attack hearts profitably.

In the next deal North-South had a double fit in
the red suits. Slam was marginal.
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