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English

This was the ending: had the ¢K for his overcall. Then he crossruffed
the hand to make 4v.
& QJ8
v - A spade continuation would have given him a ruff
¢ KJ6 and sluff, allowing West to discard the ¢3 from
* - dummy and ruff in hand, followed by a ruffing
4 - 4 - finesse in clubs to make dummy high.
v 19 v Next time | play this hand | am going to ask my
¢ AT74 ¢ Q3 opponents what is their system of leads. Maybe
®- *JT then | will get to play against Micha in the Liga
: Leumit - our premier league.
; 28954 In fact, there was another way to play the hand,

cashing both top trumps before crossing to

dummy to lead clubs. If | am overruffed, then
North was now endplayed. A diamond was led North is going to be endplayed. This makes the
and Micha went up with the queen — North surely contract regardless of North's club length.
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English

Find @ut
Your
®pponent’s

System
Neot only bidding,

bet dlse ledds

Brian Zietman

You are playing in a very strong field — Regional
Open IMP Pairs, Central Division — and you pick
up the following hand:

West
& 903
v AKT93
¢ AT74
& 54

Your RHO passes, and you have your first
decision: to open or not? Culbertson would open
with 2.5 quick tricks, and you have 3! But you
have only 11 HCP. Never mind the points: you
have too good suits, so it is worth opening 1.
North overcalls 14, and partner finishes the
auction with 4%. This is what you see:

s 93 & AK
v AKT93 v J8754
+ AT74 + Q3

* 54 * JT62

The opponents take two top clubs and you think
to yourself: Well, no problem here — | will lose
at most 1 diamond and make my contract. A
spade is continued. You won in dummy and lead
a heart from the table. Disaster! South shows out
of hearts, and now you know that in addition to
the two clubs already lost, you are going to lose
a diamond and a trump. What now?

If you play like me, you are going down one ®;
If you play like Micha Mark, you will make the
contract. ©

This is what | did. | took the YA and led a spade
towards dummy. Then | led the #J which was not
covered, and | ruffed small. This was overruffed
and the vQ was returned. | ended up losing a
diamond for down one. Bad luck — 7 IMPs lost —
on to the next hand.

Micha bid and played the same up to the point
when they led a spade to the table.

At that moment he stopped and asked the
opponents what was their lead system. He
received the information that they play K from
AKx(+) and A from AK doubleton. Now | didn't
even notice in what order the top clubs were
played, so it would not have helped me! Micha
did notice. He found out that the ace was played
first, therefore it was a doubleton. Thus he
knew that North was out of clubs and ripe for an
endplay. Spades were eliminated, and then he
played the YA followed by a small heart.
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