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English

Wondertovl, Wonderftvl Copenhagen

Brian Zietman

Lars Blakset was a wonderful host when we
recently visited his Bridge Centerin Copenhagen,
Denmark.

The organization of bridge tournaments
in Denmark is unique compared to other
Scandinavian countries. It is unlike anything |
had seen before. Players register for a whole
year in advance on a specific day, and they are
expected to play throughout the season on that
specific day. We arrived on a Tuesday evening
and played in the Tuesday evening tournament.

All players are ranked on a similar level, so one
finds himself playing in a field of very similar
ranking. The season is from September until
May. We had to book our places in advance and
acted as replacements for other players who
could not make it on that day.

The tournament is divided into two sections of
seven tables each, and six rounds are played,
five boards per table! - a total of 30 boards. As

|

we were replacements, we did not have to pay a
participation fee!

The club is enormous with 14 tables playing
simultaneously in four different rooms — each
room playing with similarly ranked players.

In the interval Lars took time to show us his new
innovation. He showed us amazing machines
that deal cards on the spot, so each table
receives just two packs of cards. The computer
can then show at the end of the hand the specific
order of cards played, no arguing with opponents
about revokes!

Coming back to Israel, we made history in "Liga
Bet" by forming a team which included three
generations of bridge players from the same
family. | checked this with llan Shezifi, and he
confirmed that there was never such a team
from one family in the history of the Israeli
Leagues. Our results were not outstanding
but it certainly was a great pleasure!

(left to right) my
grandson Yuval
Davidi, my son
Amir Zietman, Brian
Zietman, my son
Oren Zietman and
my granddaughter
Leah Zietman.




Hand 2 — Dealer East, one again you sit West

& A9854 N
v 874
¢ QJ863 W E
*7 S
& KQT32
¥ T53
¢ AK
& T84
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Pass 14
Pass 248 Pass 3%
Pass 3y Dbl Pass
Pass 5& All Pass

North's 2# response was game-forcing. His 3¥
bid showed a stopper. It was doubled by East for
the lead, and South decided to Pass rather than
bid 3NT. North's 5& bid concluded the auction.

East led the 7. Small from dummy, you win your
#A and North plays «J. What would you have
played now, a heart or a spade?

DIZKN 0'2 WNIKEP20 ‘3120 §21600 Brel

English

The 46 is missing. If North's 4J was a singleton,
a heart must be played.

However, can this be the real situation? East was
"supposed" to lead diamonds, the unbid suit. His
choice of a spade lead serves as evidence that
he has a singleton spade. Otherwise, why should
he help declarer to develop dummy's long suit?
Therefore West should continue spades, setting
the contract by a spade ruff followed by ¥YA.
North deserves credit for trying to confuse the
issue by concealing the 46.

The full hand:
& J6

¥ KQ6

¢ T5

& AKQJ53
& A9854

v 874
¢+ QJ863
& 7

a7

¥ AJ982
¢ 9742
& 962

W =

& KQT32
v T53
¢ AK
* T84

2915 12N21j2 22-12
12NgY) kE 13y N

050-6698655 ,03-6058355 :"JU - NnDWINI D'V
e-mail:birmand@inter.net.il www.bridgeredsea.com
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English

Logic in
Bridge

Joseph Engel

ridge players capable of good logical
thinking may solve some problematic
situations which are otherwise difficult
to work out.

Please have a look at the following two hands,
taken from a tournament with IMP scoring.

Hand 1 — Dealer South, you sit West

& 762
v QT63
¢ 75
& KQT4
& KJ8 N
¥ 954
¢ AKJTS83 W E
a7 S
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
INT

2¢

2NT All Pass

The bidding was natural. North decided to
compete to 2NT with 7 HCP rather than defend
against 24 or bid 2% with a four-card suit.

You lead the #A, asking partner to play an honor
card ( if he has one) or give count. Partner plays
46, and declarer ¢2. In order to set the contract,
partner must have a doubleton diamond and a
side entry in order to play a diamond through
South. How would you continue?

If we play clubs, declarer cannot cash eight
tricks if partner has the YA. Similarly he cannot
cash eight tricks if we play hearts and partner
has the #A.

However, if partner has the #A and we play
clubs or hearts, there is a danger that declarer
can cash 8 tricks.

Is there any possible distribution where a spade
switch allows the contract to be made? Only
in case declarer has five clubs headed by the
ace, #AQ and YA. Therefore the right switch is
a spade.

The full hand:

& 762
v QT63
* 75
& KQT4
& KI8
v 954
¢ AKJTS3
&7

& AQT54
v 87

+ 64

* 8632

W £

& 93
v AKJ2
+ Q92

& AJ95

After a spade switch, the defenders win 11
tricks (down six)!!

A club or heart switch allows the contract to be
made.
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