
RESPONDING TO A 1NT OPENING, WITH 5 AND 4 IN THE MAJORS 
 
There seems to be conflicting approaches to this problem but I think there is only one 
situation where the best approach is not clear. First the four easy ones :- 
 
0-10 Points,  Five Cards in One Major and Four in the Other 

Use Stayman. If you get a 2D response bid 2 of the five card suit, as a normal 
weak take out. Following a response of 2 of either of the major suits you can 
pass knowing that you have an 8 or 9 card fit. 
 

11-12 Points, Five Hearts and Four Spades. 
Use Transfers. You bid 2D showing your 5 hearts. Following your partners 2H 
response you bid 2S. Your partner should now be able to work out that as well as 
the 5 hearts you have at least 4 spades (why else would you bid a new suit). 
Your 2S response shows 11-12 points so your partner can now accurately place 
the contract in 2NT or 3 NT with no fit, or 3 or 4 of the best major suit. 
 

13+ Points, Five Hearts and Four Spades. 
Use Transfers. You bid 2D showing your 5 hearts. Following your partners 2H 
response you jump to 3S. Your partner should now be able to work out that as 
well as the 5 hearts you have at least 4 spades (why else would you bid a new 
suit). Your jump to 3S indicates a game hand. Your partner can now accurately 
place the contract in 3 NT with no fit, or 4 of the best major suit. 

 
13+ Points, Five Spades and Four Hearts 

As above but transfer into spades. This time you must bid 3H following the 
completion of the transfer. This is not a problem since you have game points and 
your partner can choose 3NT, 4H or 4S depending on the fit. The problem is 
what to do with this shape hand but non-game points of 11-12. 
 

11-12 Points, Five Spades and Four Hearts. 
There is no easy answer for this hand. If you use transfers as above when you 
bid 3H following the transfer to spades, your partner is forced to bid game (3NT) 
if there is no major fit. That’s OK if they happen to have 14 points but not so good 
if they have 12. If you use Stayman you will miss a 5-3 spade fit. I would suggest 
using a simple transfer to spades ignoring the hearts. However if the five spades 
are very weak and the hearts strong then by all means use Stayman ignoring this 
time the potential 5-3 spade fit. 

 

Summary 
 
0 to 10 points       Stayman 
11+ points            Transfer to 5 card suit, then show 4 card suit if possible. 


