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a minimal hand with 3NT, West can make yet
another try with four clubs.

With his actual cards, East has no more
distributional news for this partner, having
already shown five spades and four hearts,
but he has extra high cards (17 HCP) so his
natural course of action is to raise 2NT to 4NT,
a slam invitation which of course West would
be very glad to accept.

Bidding six no-trump is the very least West
can do now. Some players would like to make
some move towards a grand slam, but it's not
clear how. Better bid 6NT and settle (probably)
for a good matchpoint score (provided we take
all the available tricks).

The play is easy. Declarer has ten top
tricks even against the most unfavorable
distributions, and at least two more should
be developed in clubs, with extra chances in
diamonds and spades. In the actual layout a
doubleton #QT drops from South, so there
are thirteen easy tricks. The eventual winners
Tzeitin — Amar duly scored plus 1470 with the
East-West cards, which was worth 94.12% of
the matchpoints.

Second session: Board 9. Dealer North, Vul E/W

T
¥ JT62
¢ 98652
& T75
& 7542 ® AQ6
¥ 9754 ®Q
¢ AKT ¢ 173
& Q6 & AK9832
& KJ963
¥ AKS83
¢
& J4
\
West North East South
Pass 14 1a
Dbl Pass 38 Pass
34 Pass 3NT All Pass
\_ J

In my opinion getting to 3NT should not present
any problem, but in 8 out of 18 tables this hand
was played in a partscore (usually three clubs).
Well, East has six good clubs and 16 HCP,
facing a negative double of 14 which shows
four hearts and a minimum of 6-7 HCP. Our
recommended 3 bid is even a slight underbid.
Amore optimistic East can bid 2NT oreven 3NT
based on a good six-card suit, a solid spade
stopper and trusting partner to provide a heart
stopper (He doesn't, but nevertheless three
no-trumps cannot be beaten), and there is no
way West Passes three clubs (showing 15-17)
with doubleton queen in his partner's suit plus
AK in the unbid suit. This is a classic example
of cue-bidding the opponent's suit, asking to
bid 3NT with a stopper. The next question is
the choice of lead. There is a rule: "Lead fourth
best of your longest suit", but all bridge rules
have exceptions, and this is quite an obvious
exception. East did promise a spade stopper.
He could easily have both ace and queen, and
we are playing matchpoints, where every extra
overtrick does count. In addition, South has
a great alternative lead, the heart ace "laying
an ace to see the table". In case hearts don't
work, there will be time to switch to spades (or
any other suit).

The tournament winners did lead YA and
limited their opponents to nine tricks. This
should have given them above average, but
in view of the field's lethargic bidding they
received "only" 47.06%. Regarding the choice
of lead, they were in the minority! Ace or king
of hearts was led at only three tables, while a
small spade was led at five tables, supplying
declarer with eleven easy tricks. This is how
the second placed pair Zach and Yotam Omer
scored 88.24% with the East-West cards.
One South player attempted a speculative
diamond queen lead and allowed "only" ten
tricks. Finally, at one table a small heart lead
was tried. This could be a winning lead if
partner had the vJ sitting after dummy's QTxx,
but unfortunately the layout was different, and
it was just another way to allow +660.

On principle, from AKxx the high card lead should
be preferred against a no-trump contract. In
this particular case there was information from
the bidding that dummy has four hearts while
declarer has less than four, but in my opinion the
ace (or king) should have been chosen anyway.
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Ram Soffer //

The competitive program for the Israeli bridge
calendar takes into account not only the top
players (the “professionals”) but also amateur
players who compete most of the time within
their club. The Israeli Club Championship
is based on the idea that each club runs an
annual Pairs championship, and the highest
placed pairs in each club’s championship earn
the right to participate in the national club
championship. So this is a Matchpoint Pairs
tournament, not a competition among the
various clubs.

The 2022 edition was won by David Tzeitin —
Avi Amar from Beer-Sheva “Havrei Hanegev”
club ahead of Zach Omer — Yotam Omer
from Tivon “Rakefet” club and Moshe Haviv
(Cesarea club) — Eldad Magal (Zichron
Yaacov “Amichai” club).

Let us review two interesting deals where it
was apparently simple to get it right, but the
majority of the field got it wrong.

First session: Board 10. Dealer East, Vul All

@93
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Israeli Club Championship

West North  East South A
1e Pass
2% Pass 2v Pass
?
\_ J

Beginners in bridge are taught to bid 6NT
with 33 high-card points and 7NT with 37
HCP. Therefore this slam looks easy on
paper: Opener (East) has 17 HCP opposite
Responder's 16 HCP - and we haven't
counted yet the bonuses for good long suits!

However, in practice only six East/West pairs
reached a slam while twelve pairs stopped
in game! (One pair went down in 6NT — it's
hard to fathom how). What was the problem?
It turns out that when both players have extra
values (15-17 HCP) it's sometimes hard to find
out about it, unless one of them opens 1NT.

Nevertheless, using the Two Over One system
makes it much easier to reach this slam, and
this is, in my opinion, how it should be done:

West North East South h
14 Pass
2% Pass 2y Pass
2NT* Pass 4ANT Pass
6NT Pass Pass Pass
- J

The key call is 2NT — a waiting bid (forcing
of course) enabled by the 2/1 system. While
West can also bid 3% (showing 6+ cards and
forcing), it seems better to “catch® the no-
trump with a (good) diamond stopper and
ask partner to give further description of his
hand, thus becoming “captain®. If East shows
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