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12N 21217 - 12 NT 2 68.43 4 MR 2TIR - HOR IN 67.34 4
n'N2 |ND - YN0 ¥1abLu'o 68.04 5 1V 71'OY - INRT N2l 66.92 5
21N - 2023 D"1"I0 NIAITY YRV NIDHN N N2 - 2023 D110 NIAITY YRV NIDMHR
(24-25.3.23 - NIIT 28) (24-25.3.23 - NIIT 28)
niny 3"n0 anT niny 3"no anT
N NN - TIT POIX 58.8 1 17 |1D - 'O Y2IX 140.3 1
01" 12'D21P - T2 NN 47.0 2 PNX! XITY - 'N'2 212X 93.4 2
TIINY 2IPAYIPY - DI PO 39.4 3 DI 922 - 2'00 DN 72.2 3
qoI' TR - "IN 19 36.2 4 1R YYD - 11211210 59.8 4
N7V 12V - M2 MOWIN] 35.1 5 9RINDY DTN - 2PV XI'D 57.8 5
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However, Sementa and Versace are world
champions, and they know that light overcalls
tend to work with distributional hands while
the four-spade bid may work beautifully in
case the contract happens to make or in case
the opponents would be pushed overboard.
The latter almost happened: Steve Garner
(North) thought for a long time before Passing.
Eventually he understood that his hand is
partially offensive and partially defensive, so
partner should be given the final say.

Jeffrey Wolfson (South) doubled after the
director was called, but this double was so
obvious and there was no question about
the possible use of unauthorized information.
North started out with three aces, and then
South claimed his three trump tricks — plus
800.

At the other table Michael Kamil (North) could
not resist the temptation and bid five hearts
over four spades. This did not make his partner
happy. West doubled five hearts, and after the
»Q lead there was no way to avoid four losers
— minus 500.

Wolfson's team hung on to their significant lead
throughout the match and won deservedly by
141:113.

In another of the main events, the Jacoby
Swiss Teams, Israeli Open Team members
Dror Padon — Alon Birman were the winners
together with their teammates Stan Tulin —
David Bakhshi and Cornelis Van Prooijen —
Louk Verhees Jr. This was a big achievement
for the Israeli pair.
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Dealer East, Vul N/S

o A86
¥ Q74
¢ QT7642
&6
&5 & JT743
@ JT952 ¥ AK8
¢ 8 E Y
& AK9752 & J43
& KQ92
¥ 63
¢ KJ93
& QT8

This was the bidding at one table:

West North East South
14 Pass
INT Pass Pass Pass

Goodman — Passell were playing a "natural”
system. 1NT was not forcing, so East had an
automatic Pass with 12-14 balanced HCP.

There used to be a debate between two-over-
one players and natural-system fans about this
sequence, the naturals claiming that losing the
possibility to play 1NT is not good. However,
nowadays most experts have moved to two-
over-one, and this deal shows that opener's
automatic Pass in such situations is not always
a blessing. Playing 1NT after a diamond lead,
Mike Passell rejected the heart finesse and
just played out his winners. The contract went
two down.

At the other table the bidding was different:

West North East South h
1e Pass
INT Pass 2% Pass
2¢ Dbl 2y 3¢
4 4¢ 4v All Pass
- J

2023 99N 236 |I'7'A

David Gold (East) bid his better minor (2#) and
then his partner Zia Mahmood (West) bid 2¢,
probably a transfer to hearts. North doubled
to show diamonds, and East's voluntary 2v
bid showed three-card support. Zia already
knew he was going to bid a game, and he bid
4%, showing his distribution along the way in
order to help partner in case the opponents
would compete to 5¢. This didn't materialize,
and East played in a comfortable 4¥ contract,
making eleven tricks.

This 11-IMP swing, among others, helped
Wolfson defeat Goodman and reach the final.

Wolfson started the final match very strongly,
leading 39:5 after the first session. In the
following deal, one good decision was
responsible for a 16-IMP swing:

Dealer North, Vul All

&5
@ AKT753
¢ AT2
& A85

& AKS87643 N

w5
s 85 '

& 642 S

‘ -

v 842

E PEE
& KQJ3

& QJT92
¥ QJ9
¢ Q7
& T93

West North East South

1v 2¢ 2v
4a ?

Both Italians sitting East-West bid riskily. East's
two diamond overcall was somewhat light, and
West's four spade preempt was made without
any guarantee of support from partner. By the
way, the sa me bids were duplicated at the
other room.



The Vanderbilt Cup

// Ram Soffer

The Spring 2023 North American Bridge
championship took place in New Orleans. West North East South
The most prestigious event was, as usual 2%

the Vanderbilt Cup, a knockout IMP Teams

competition. | will comment on some important Pass 2¢ Pass 3¢

boards from the later stages of the competition. Pass 4% Pass 4¢

Alfredo Varsace — Antonio Sementa produced Pass 4y Pass 44

the following sequence in order to reach the Pass ANT Pass 5v

optimal contract of 7NT. It brought the Bernal

team 13 IMPs which helped them to overcome \_ Pass /NT  AllPass )

Zhao in one semifinal match.

Dealer East. Vul All Despite his very good hand, Sementa (North)

’ started with a waiting 2¢ bid, which was

& 1876 followed by some natural bidding. Apparently
¥ K83 44 set the trump suit and from 4¥ on it was all
o7 cuebids. 4NT was not a keycard ask — probably
& AKQ42 it showed an odd number of keycards — and

5¥ was another cuebid, a grand slam try since
it was beyond the five level in the agreed suit

: 22432 (diamonds).
¢ J942 Knowing that they controlled all suits, Sementa
& JT reasoned that either diamonds or clubs would
run and help produce all thirteen tricks, so
& AKJ he chose the no-trump grand slam. Actually,
¥ AQ9 neither long suit was running, but there were
¢ AKQT86 11 top tricks and the fall of the spade queen
& 3 produced the 12" and 13" tricks. It was not

a bad grand slam with chances in two suits:
diamonds and spades.

At the other table N/S chose to play in
diamonds and they wisely decided to stop at
6¢, but this result was not good enough.

In the other semifinal match Wolfson faced
Goodman.
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