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Board 7, Dealer South, Vul All

Dealer North, Vul None

& A96

v AJ5

¢+ 64

& JT832
& QT8543
v T8642
*2
&4

a2
v KQ3

+ KJT975
& AS

W =

& KJ
v 97

+ AQS3
& KQ976

The contract was 3NT (a slightly offbeat 1NT—
3NT), and West led a friendly 5. When | saw
dummy, | was relieved that the opening lead was
not a Heart. | let the spade lead run around to
my jack. | could see nine obvious tricks — three
spades, a heart, a diamond and four clubs, but
as always in a matchpoint event | was on the
lookout for overtricks, and the diamond finesse,
if successful, would give me one.

Anyway, first things first. | had to knock out the
#A. | played the #K which won and continued
with the #Q, dropping the #J from dummy and
losing to East's ace. He continued with the ¢J,
not wishing to open the hearts from his side.
The ¢Q was finessed successfully, and | had my
overtrick. Was another overtrick possible? Here
was my chance for a memory squeeze. | played

English

the #K and gave up a diamond trick — noting that
West was out and East was the sole retainer of
the diamond suit. He returned the YK to dummy's
ace, so | could assume that he had the vQ as
well. This was the ending:

Dealer North, Vul None
o -
vJ5
¢ -
& T83

o -
v Q3
o KT

&b -

W

i & € D

o -
v-
¢ A8
* 976

| led the #3 to the &7, ¢A discarding the ¥5,
followed by the #6 to the #T. The critical position
was reached when | led the #8 from dummy.
East was down to the ¥Q and ¢K. Was the #8
high, so that the ¢K should be jettisoned, or was
the club in declarer's hand higher, necessitating
a vQ discard?

The pressure was too much for East, as he could
not remember all the club spots which were
previously played. He discarded the ¢K and my
#8 was overtaken in hand with the #9 to play my
now established ¢8©.

Thanks Gino!
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English

B Memory
Sgueeze

Brian Zietman

Afew years ago | played in a tournament against
Eldad Ginnosar (Gino), and he told me that he
played a memory squeeze against me. | was not
aware of such a maneuver and he explained that
it was a pseudo-squeeze, testing the memory of
a defender. | listened carefully and managed to
retain the concept in my own memory.

Talking about memory, | must say that Gino is
phenomenal. Here is an incident that happened
at the Festival a few years ago. | was one of the
tournament directors and he called me to the
table during the first round. He said, "l played
this hand last year and this time | will finesse
against the #Q with East and the ¥Q with West.
Last year it did not work as | guessed wrongly
but this time | don't need to guess." | checked the
East — West cards and both two-way finesses
really worked the way he said. | talked with llan
Shezifi, the Chief Tournament Director, and told
him that unbelievable as it may sound, Gino
remembers the cards from last year! Could
there possibly be a mistake in the duplication
of the hands? llan checked and saw that the
15 random digits were in fact copied by pure
chance! Since then, all duplications are based
on the date so that there is no chance that they
will come out the same. You have to take into
account that in the whole year that had elapsed,
Gino had played thousands of hands and here
he was remembering the opponent's cards from
the previous year!

Anyway, back to the memory squeeze. The
basic idea is that you have two cards in hand

and dummy. One is a winning card and the other
a loser. This is the basic position:

Dealer North, Vul None

P
vy K
.-
L

i & € D

Declarer plays the #8 from dummy, and East
has a problem. If he thinks that the #8 will win
the trick, then he has to retain his high heart and
discard his high diamond. On the other hand, if
he thinks that the declarer's remaining club is
higher than the 8, then he has to discard the YA
and retain his ¢A. Not an easy task to watch all
spots!

The basic idea of the memory squeeze is that if
East guesses correctly he will win the 13" trick,
but if he guesses incorrectly then declarer will
take the last two tricks.

| had a rare chance to play it when | partnered
Avraham Amid in one of our weekly tournaments
at the Jerusalem Bridge Center.

Here is the hand:
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