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The husband is a ‘sticker™. ..

AL & meEvoLs FoLngster coming Up against
a I|1p clazs |1:L1'1', my nc;nﬁrln.' nce ook a
belstering when we collected 2306, Having
gone cight off doubled in 2%, declarer
observed rllrl'u:"}' '|]1:|1 with a l'.wmlrﬂh']r
wind he may have gone fewer off in INT
doubled. Quick as lighming  dummy
retorted that it would have been a hottom
uny’\\u:,'. But 1ﬁuil1|1l|l that wasn't trse: Ih:rr
were a number of pairs going off doubled
in INT, mast gaing seven off, a few going
six off, True, going off in INT was not
going to be a good score, but there were
definitely match-points to be had, and
with our defence even more would be
available when declarer scraped together a
trick or two, If it had been teams, it would
have been even more significant: 7 oe 12
ThAPs gaved,

A few years on, | was persuaded by my
partner of the merits of ‘running before
wonare doubled’ T held the Fase hand:

s 762 s 943
Y853 w742
+ KB #7643
& AKD]6 & 543

Partner opened INT. On the theory that
wie were bound to be doubled, T tried 2,
Fartner bid 24, which was doubled. 1 was
now i some trouble: i T passed, then we
would have gone seven off. So 1 ried 29,
This was doubled fior seven off. At other
I1|1|-_'.'u INT was |1u1n11 pa};:r.'.‘] ot [1 hc
points split 14-13], and going one off on a
diamond lead. ‘It's only a bottom, you say.
Mat & bit — it was 17 IMPS away.
Proponents of the “pulling' schoal will
tell you that the opponents haven't doubled
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When 1NT is doubled

don’t wriggle out of it!

Two top players (husband and wife, this time} debate a hot bridge topic.
Tell us who has wan you aver hy e-maihng the Editor at elena@ebu, co.uk

vou yet at the two level, and amyway, you
might have a fit. But does this stand
up to scratiny?

Sormetimes it is easier to catch you at the
o Jevel. Vou ave ane level highee, and if
the ch|1|1(sn.'n!s: hawe n1.1;'ginu| valiies 1|‘|E'!|'
will be doubtful about standing 1NT, bt
much more confident o double a two-
level eomtract if they have a teamp hold-
ing. On a really bad day, when you run to
a suit you might find 2 weak hand sitting
over you with the same suit — intending o
|1u|1 o that s II'II'ITISL‘IV':'.'E!

What about the assertion that you
miight have a fit? Well, true: you might, bt
yosa right net! And even if you do have a
fit, can you actually find it? Optimists
ahways envisage finding a fit — history has
taught me to be a pessimise!

Mow let s consider the downades of
pulling:

T, Woms are ane level high:-r. w0 further ta

go off,

When vou don't have a fit, the play

cian be howrthle at the two level, while

often 1n INT ema will seramble some
tricks.

3. If you do bave a fit, you may sl not
find it. Congder the earier lavour
clubs was cearly the best fit, but could
you actually find itf Fyen those who
play a rescue mechanism may not find
their fit. E.g. if responder has 4-4 in
the majors, he may be able to bid 2%
showing the majors, but there could
still be a 5-3 mimow it availalde and
oo major-suit fit,

4. Passing can give opponents a problem:
R.}n ::Lnlﬁinﬂ hands the fourth hand
may | (|¢'l'||‘||_' (1] Fm“; wihen !‘his
happens, you may go from getting a
wery bad score to a very good score, as
111 isa miw the 11]>prrl1cnl,s whu are
struggling to find their best fit. We'ee
made them take the last guess.

[

Every argument can find a deal that best
suits its case — bat heére we ghall net
oonsider & perfect deal, but use a realistic
everyday sort of deal that illustrates the
last posint:

Game All. Dealer South,
& 3195
¥ |763
* B52
& 064
& K82 & 643
¥ AKD Y82
* 3 * K|]1064
& K375 & 1032
& A0 T
¥ 10954
# AOQD7
& A8

At Game All it stares INT — Doalble.
Should the Morth hamd pull? 1t 35 a weak
hamd, and clearly 1NT doubled is going a
‘long way” off —in actual fact only two off.
W a: YO CAT S, 15 rm|:,- ome o, buil even
if you find the 2% contract (1 can see some
pairs cicaping to 2, then redoubling, and
ending up in 24, itis likely o be doubled
and sl |1r i han:l sore ["w'n Iﬁnugﬁ
hetter than being left in INT doubled ).
However, comsbder what happens i vou
'|'.||'IK'E.

Most Fasts would take out to 2%, This
will either be left in, and drift off, for 2
good North-South scove, or may be con-
verted by Wiest to 2NT or 34, bath con
siderably worse than what was to be gained
bﬂ_,' dh“ﬂ'l'ldiuu,.

Sn '|1¢'w Wy xurﬂjul ehen whu-.n h]mﬂ',. ha'u
a fit, even when he finds it (which he
might not ded, and even when he is better
off there than in IMT, he would still have
gota betier resule |1}' pasang INT!

1 rest my case.
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When 1NT is doubled

do wriggle out of it!

Or wote by post (Editar, English Bridge, 23 Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LR).

Comments for Puhlicﬂliun inot more than 200 waords, P|=n\.|.-]- are welcomee,

oo o et the wife is a ‘wriggler’

VOUR partner opens INT, the next hand
doubles, and the clouds darken above as
you survey your weak, fairly balanced
hand. The next hand will pass, and they've
wot you, With your hand useless to help,
the undertricks will mount wp, and a tele-
|5hm'|r_' nurmber conceded. Whao ulELLr_'Ij in
an earlier debate that a weak no Irurmp i%
better than a strong one | None otler than
Chris Tagger, of conrse! — Eid.)

At thix [ Yo could do with a bit of
magic, and fortunately it is right at hand.
That chap Houdini, the master of great
wacapes, decided you need wowriggle, and
there are several varations om a therne that
allimw you to get out of 1MT with a long suit,
e atso to show more balanced hands and
finad your best fit. Mot only is this sleght of
hand desperately needed in these dangerous
timtes, but it is even a bit of fun to play, and
turns the tables an your opposents wha
then 'u:||:|i1'r|:| o knaviw what to !

Exactly which method to use is up to
vou ta mull aver on a long summer'’s
-uw‘llin!,. 1>L|1 :'.'mtnliz”}' :ﬂ'l-l:l can hid a ant
divectly, you can redouble to ask partner
to pull, and if you like you can also use
piis o ask for partners o redouble, thus
showing even more hand types.

The first upside to pulling 1INT doubled
on mast hands is that you offen get o a
better spot = even though it is one trick
higher. A 4-4 fit {or better!) will provide
several moge tricks than INT on scanty
values, and escapes that show two places
Iy |1|a:,-' will :II'AI.'l}'.k find ar lease a 4-3 Ar.
Ewen when the fit isn't so great, it will
aftern play better than INT douhled if
appanents were goimg o cath a '||1|.1!. Ll
T at least you can ruff it

The second upside is that they haven't
deoubiled yeu yet!

Onee INT has been doubled, the advan-
tages of wriggling are

wvw.ebu.co uk

& Tf you land in a decent fit, neither
appanent may have o good enough
hidding in the suit 1o be alle to take a
penalty

& When you start o wriggle, the next
|1|.1:(\rr mal’ b uneder pressure o take
action, With a hand unsuitable for a
double, he may feel oldiged to bid a
st oy uhnw elther a five-card sul, or
some values —and thereby let you off
the hook, To counter this, many pairs
play a forcing pass by the fourth
hamdd. In the sineation deseribed absove,
it is safe to pass and et the INT
doubler have the chance e double
imsteacd, However, this is uxuall]’ nn]:(
plaved over pulls to two-of-a-minor,
5o the samw problem is faced after a
el tew - - rajor.

*  And against new partnerships there is
always the possibility that the oppo-
nents will not have an agreement as
to whether doubling an escape is for
penalty or take-out.

There are iy ather Ways which an
eHRCAp mechanism may comilling: appoenents.
lFor example, if you are playing a pass as
farcing to redouble, followed by bidding
the lower |1|" i Foir ;imi Luls, flnlrlh
hand has a chance to bid a suit over the
pass, or 1o pass and bid a suit over your
suit bid [which will generally be a minor),
or ter make a forcng pass and then bad a
suit over partner’s action. It takes a detailed
level of partnership agreement to know
the differences between all these actions,
and I've seen many a whesl come off with
opponents arguing “But if you'd had some
values you'd have bid oo the previous
roimd!” ‘Bt |11'|'|d:ing_ om the ||r\uvirm-.' el
worild have shown a very weak hand! Az
result, games are missed, ar bid in vain - in
an aumi.;m where at one :i!aiu' 1 was o
partnership that was in the danger zone,
And the longer the wriggling goes on,

THE DEB:

Catherine Jagger

the more mesmerised the opponents can
become — by the time you bid your fourth
escape suit they are wondering which suits
yiosu r|':|||:( have, Surn:'!im:'.s 1]'\..:}- will Be-!
weary as the double cards run out and juse
blast out 3NT, at others they will doulse
you on principle — so if you have finally
managed to find your fit you could now be
destined for a 4670 gain,

Personally 1 usually play-a faivly simple
wriggr:', with twoslevel bids thrm"ing the
lower of two suits, redoable forcing 24
and showing a five-card suit, and pass to
play. But there are plenty of more exatic
flavours which, as they are rarer, can pose
mare challenges to defend against, Two-
wary bids such az 28 showing clubs or two
higher suits (the INT opener always passes,
and if the opponents double, the wriggler
can bid again o show specific twa-suited
combinations} are especially effective when
non-vulnerable, and can confront oppo-
nents with the choice of eaving vou in a
nan-fit bur anly going off in 50, o letting
¥ have a sac'rnnn:l. jLitd with a |1¢!Irr chanse
of finding a decent fit,

There is one downside, however, to the
|1a|'lr|='|' af the 1INT e a}h’a:{x WL
gling that 1 really feel 1 should mention: it
stops apeners wriggling themselves when
they have a five-card soit! Why should
partner have all the fun?
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