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Dwar Jerry,

My partner opened INT (15=17
HCT, mnd 1 was planning o pass
holding 3 high=card points and four
low spades, Before | did, however,
my right-hand spponent overcalled
2%, | hud two low hearts and
passed the bid around o my part-
ner, who doubled. Wihien It eame
back to me, | passed. | assumed this
was & penalty double, since we play
“mirror” douhles aad | conld have
hundled any positive respoise on
the Toewt rownd i1 had the valies,
They made an overtrick and 1 was
in the dog house with partner, who
snid ithe double was for takeout, He
didn't want to sell out 1o 2% and
wanled my lnpul, He said | shoold
have bid 28, 1 prgued that my pass
told the story of my hand and il
e swanied to take the contraci, he
should have just bid something,
What do vou think?

Doubled Troubles

Hi DT,

Withisil g &L ilig BErecment i i
contrury, the standard treatment js bo
|"!.|.'- that if the |51 T T dhioubles
i avereall by his LHO (the ppponen
e 1s “ungdermoath” ), the double is
infenided as takeout, For example,
hatldingr:
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Doubling for trkeout is the best
oplion for further competition, IT, g5
Fiust, vour A=point hitid was sonies
thing such us
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redchmg 26 15 hikely supenor 1o de-
fending 2. In 2, with rensonable
breaks, you rate o lose two speides,
o hizarts, one didmond and perhaps
pclub In 2 W, the opponents appear
Po bve @ masimum of Nve losers
[one spade, two dismonds and fwo
clubsy, On g good day, vou would
play 2 & and make o or go down ane
& |lermlas "'I."' e Oppaeiils, whiin jiFe
l..'|.'||.|| I "_ ulrull.] |1|.u.!| i Lrl-..' 1|1[|:|_'
level and go down one
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be miond imporiant for double in this
sequence 10 be played as tikeout
Because of your pgresment 1o play
I'll;"'ll"lll.'lrldL'l % doubles as "mirror’ o0
“siolen Bds, [T the sucton started
scleniicully, excepl thas LoEree i re=
spsonviler, vou held
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in vour sysiem, double wiould be s
traniler wo spades, making piss the
only opiion. Wouldn 't vou be o happy
camper |l paringr could reapen Lhe
Bidding with o takeout doihle'?

Mow consider this auction;
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Fhe standzrd treatment is to plmy
that if the notrump opener doubles an
overcall by ks RHC) {ihe opponent he
I% “ower |, ihe double is penoliy, This
wiotild b guistilied molding something
L s
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With what appears i0 be six de-
fensive tricks, |1 seems reasanable 10
fika o chanee!

A always, partnership agreement
i5 the Tinal answer. Seme partnerships
miay opt bo play Both of these doubles
as takeput. Without discussion, how-
gvier, the standand treatment 18 this
"Llnder” doubles are jakeoul, “over’
dhouiblies are penalty

Hirve @ qiivstion jor Jermy ? Cinrtact
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