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An Emotional Day 2
Second round yesterday was a bloody mess with some teams suffering heavy losses. The field is 
surprisingly unbalanced after four rounds. In our first match today Blass and Street will battle for the 
honour of remaining undefeated.

One of the best things playing on BBO is that we can "hear" the players' comments. (Late) Last night 
David Gold and Kevin Rosenberg played against Marion Michielsen and Per-Ola Cullin. The latter play 
a complex strong club-system and take their time. This was the exchange at the end of the match:
Kevin: "Thanks guys"
Marion: "Thanks"
David: "Thanks, been deeply emotional"
Kevin: "Does that mean something I don't know, David?"
David: "When you spend this long with people you get to know them"
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Today’s Schedule Round 5 & 6
Wednesday June 10  Wednesday June 10 
10.00 EDT/16.00 CET  14.00 EDT/20.00 CET

Blass - Street    Blass - Gupta
Gillis - Gupta   Street - Lebowitz
De Botton - Lebowitz  Gillis - Donner   
Tulin - Donner    De Botton - Tulin

http://www.netbridge.online/
http://bid72.com/
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One of Gabriel Chagas's Bol's Bridge Tips 
was "Don't spoil your Partner's Brilliancy". 

This deal from day 2 of ALT VI was not as 
brilliant as the original deal described by 
Gabriel, but East failed to take advantage 
of a great opening lead by his partner:

Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul.

  ♠ K 8 2
  ♥ 9 7 5 2
  ♦ 9 3
  ♣ A K 7 5
♠ A J 9 6 5 4   ♠ 10 3
♥ Q 10 3   ♥ J
♦ 10 8 6   ♦ A Q J 7 5
♣ 4    ♣ 10 9 8 6 2
  ♠ Q 7
  ♥ A K 8 6 4
  ♦ K 4 2
  ♣ Q J 3

Open Room

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Hackett Upmark Hydes Nystrom

2♦* Pass Pass 2NT

3♦ Dble Pass 3♥

Pass 4♥ All Pass

2♦ Multi

You don't see this auction very often, but 
where the Multi is the weak only version 
passing with the East hand is a fair shot. 

When North doubled to show some cards 
South might have considered passing, but 
that would only be worth +300, and on 
this layout there were ten easy tricks in 
4♥, +420.

Closed Room

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Pszczola Hoftaniska Blass Charlsen

2♠ Pass Pass 2NT

Pass 3NT All Pass

I'll leave you to decide if North should look 
for a possible heart fit. 

West found the devastating lead of the ♦8 
and East won with the ace and returned 
the ♦7. When that held the trick he played 
a third diamond, and now declarer was 
home. 

Perhaps East was playing his partner for 
♦K1086 but having won the opening lead 
he might have switched to the ♠10. 
East could also have considered playing 
the ♦J at trick one, but that would be 
wrong if West was leading from a doub-
leton (I have a feeling that West's ♦8 could 
not be from a doubleton, but I can't locate 
the convention card).

By Mark Horton

Chagas was Right!



Rules and regulations
The numbers 1 through 4 from the round robin will go to the 
semifinals. In case of a tie in victory points:
1. the mutual result will decide
2. still equal: the most ’wins’ (BAM-ish) will decide.
3. after that: the team with the highest IMP score on a board will 
go through

The winner of the round robin may choose its opponent between the teams placed 3 and 4. T
he captain will mail their choice to info@netbridge.online within an hour after the round robin is finis-
hed. If late, then matches will be: 1 versus 4 and 2 versus 3.

Link to results

Alt VI results

Link to previous Alts & bulletins

Bulletins

Results / Ranking

RR3 IMPs VPs

BLASS DE BOTTON 55 35 14.26 5.74

TULIN GILLIS 56 29 15.39 4.61

DONNER STREET 42 64 5.40 14.60

LEBOWITZ GUPTA 50 46 10.99 9.01

RR4 IMPs VPs

BLASS GILLIS 61 9 18.38 1.62

DE BOTTON STREET 26 45 5.92 14.08

TULIN GUPTA 55 20 16.51 3.49

DONNER LEBOWITZ 74 24 18.19 1.81

After RR 4 VPs

1 BLASS 60.60

2 STREET 59.13

3 TULIN 53.44

4 DONNER 40.06

5 GUPTA 34.90

6 LEBOWITZ 33.60

7 DE BOTTON 23.57

8 GILLIS 14.70
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Follow us on 
Facebook
Click the link

Street remains undefeated, but so 
is Blass, who has squeezed in at 
first place with 60.60 VPs, Street 
at 59.13. Tulin is not far behind, but 
then there is a gap to Donner at 4th 
place. 

They hang heavy at the bottom, 
and little more than halfway the 
field is more divided than we are 
used to see. Today Blass and Street 
face each other in the first match, 
so unless they tie one of them will 
no longer remain undefeated.

https://bridgeresults.org/o/2020_alt_vi/2020_alt_vir.asp
https://www.netbridge.online/Alt-Mix/
https://www.facebook.com/Alt-Invitational-112093410504607
https://www.facebook.com/Alt-Invitational-112093410504607


It’s those Diamonds Again  
         By Martin Cantor

A few Alts ago Mark Horton wrote a 
bulletin article entitled Diamonds Are 
Forever, and a couple of days later I fol-
lowed up with one in similar vein. Here’s 
another where the diamonds dominate. 

Blass vs. de Botton was on Vugraph for 
Round 3, so that’s where I went to com-
mentate. As ever in these Alt Tournaments 
I had no problem finding hands for your 
entertainment. We saw a lot of hands with 
big diamond fits and big diamond bids. 
This was one such:

Board 7. S / All

♠
♥
♦
♣

A
A 6 4 3 2
J 8
T 9 8 6 5

♠
♥
♦
♣

T 8 7  
8  
6 5 4 2  
K Q 4 3 2

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

9 2
T 7 5
A K Q J T 3
A J

♠
♥
♦
♣

K Q J 6 5 4 3
K Q J 9
7
7

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Hackett Upmark Hydes Nystrom

— — — 1♠

Pass 1NT 2♦ 4♠
5♦ Dbl All Pass

5♦ looks like a brave bid by Jason Hackett, 
vulnerable with an 8 loser hand facing a 
simple overcall. I’d guess he reasoned that 
NS must have their values in hearts, so his 
shape and club honours could be enough 
to make a sacrifice a paying proposition. 

It certainly was. Nystrom led the ♥K, as 
we all would, and now, with the spades 
blocked, the defence was at an end. +750.

Meanwhile in the other cyberspace room:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Pszczola Hoftaniska Blass Charlsen

— — — 1♠

Pass 1NT 2♦ 4♠

5♦ Dbl All Pass

Same auction, same lead, same result. 
No one found the lead of a spade followed 
by the underlead of the ♥A, and Curtis 
Cheek, who was the only other left to play 
5♦, even made a doubled overtrick. 

Two NS-pairs played 4♥ with an overtrick, 
as did one in 4♠. L’Ecuyer - Street took the 
push to 5♠ and were 1 down. 

And at the last table Tom Paske as West 
led his singleton heart against 4♠, and as 
declarer had no way back to hand to draw 
trumps he got a heart ruff for a one trick 
set. 

- 4 -



- 5 -

Board 13. N / All

♠
♥
♦
♣

A 4
7
K Q 8 6 4 2
J 9 7 4

♠
♥
♦
♣

J 6 5  
A 8 4 3  
7 5 3  
K 3 2

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

K Q T 9 8 3 2
Q J 6 5
A
6

♠
♥
♦
♣

7
K T 9 2
J T 9
A Q T 8 5

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Hackett Upmark Hydes Nystrom

— 2♦* 4♠ 5♦

5♠ Pass Pass Dbl
All Pass

2♦ 5+ suit, no major, 10-15 hcp

Another of my recent articles was about 
the old bridge adage ‘the five level belongs 
to the opponents. 

Either Jason didn’t read it or only remem-
bered the hand where it didn’t apply. 
5♦ would have gone one off, while 5♠X 
suffered the same fate, a heart loser going 
away on the ♣K. 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Kalita Hoftaniska Nowosadzki Charlsen

— Pass 1♠ Pass

2♠ 3♦ 3♥ Pass
4♥ Pass 4♠ All Pass

The newly arrived Blass pair at this table 
had an easier ride of it, and Nowosadzki 
made the same ten tricks for 13 IMPs. 

And finally, more diamonds and spades (or 
it could have been clubs):

Fredrik Nyström entertaining Prince Henrik, Queen Margrethe of Den-
mark's husband, an avid bridge player who has now passed away, while 
Johan Upmark is hoping his partner performs better than at the table.
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Board 14. E / None

♠
♥
♦
♣

A K J 9 4
K
8 7
K Q 8 6 5

♠
♥
♦
♣

8 7  
Q 7 6 2  
K T 9 6 3 2  
2  

N
W E

S

♠
♥
♦
♣

6 2
T 5 4 3
A Q J 5 4
T 9

♠
♥
♦
♣

Q T 5 3
A J 9 8
—
A J 7 4 3

The grand slam is cold in either black suit. 
But could either of our NS pairs bid it? 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Hackett Upmark Hydes Nystrom

— — Pass 1♦*

Pass 1♥* 2♦ 3♦*
5♦ 5NT* Pass 6♥
Pass 6♠ All Pass

1♦ 0+♦ 10-15 hcp
1♥ either ♥ or invitational + relay
3♦ good hand, 4♥, unbalanced
5NT “unclear”

The Swedes faced some strong interfe-
rence from the English pair, compounded 
by their system which meant they didn’t 
really know much about their suits. They 
still might have got there if Nystrom had 
chosen 6♦ instead of 6♥, but maybe the 
uncertainty about strain put him off.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Kalita Hoftaniska Nowosadzki Charlsen

— — Pass 1♣*

1♦ 1♥* 4♦ 4♠
Pass 5♣ Pass 5♦
Pass 6♠ All Pass

1♣  2+    1♥  spades

The Norwegian pair actually mentioned 
their spade suit, and suffered less violent 
interference from the Polish pair, but they 
still stopped short. 

Only two pairs managed to reach the 
dizzy heights of 7:  Sandra Rimstedt - Gary 
Donner for the Donner team, and Espen 
Lindqvist - Boye Brogeleand for team 
Gillis. Let’s hope tomorrow (today by the 
time you’re reading it) gives us as much 
fun as today.

Jason Hackett
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Victim of the Day
Stan Tulin

by Christina Lund Madsen

Please tell us shortly about your backg-
round. Where you grew up, live today, your 
family, education, professional career.

- I was born 70 years ago and named for 
an Uncle shot down and killed in WW2. 
I grew up in Philadelphia and attended 
public schools doing very well in Math.
In 1967 I started taking actuarial exams 
and working in a life insurance company. 
We have three children and four grandchil-
dren who are the center of our universe.

Tell us a story from your teenage years.

- The most notable events in my teenage 
years were deaths.  Kennedy killed in 
November 63. My mother in March of 
1964. And then assasinations.  The 60s 
were turbulent.

Josef Blass’ question for you: What can you 
tell us about your early bridge career?

- My early bridge career was short, but I 
nearly won the Life Masters Pairs at age 23 
leading after semi finals. 
I played bridge in NYC in the early 1970s 
frequently playing with Dave Berkowitz. In 
1975 I met my love, Riki, and announced to 
friends I was going to quit bridge. I didn't 
play again until 2008/9. 

What has been the highlight of your bridge 
life so far? 
- Highlight of bridge return my three 
National wins in the last 10 years. 
 
What has been the highlight of your entire 
life so far? 

- My professional career was rewar-
ding and fun.  I traveled the world as an 
insurance consultant before joining top 
management of Axa for 10 years.
 
What has been the main challenge of your 
life and how have you coped with it? 
- Main challenge was the loss of my 
mother as a 14-year old. A few years ago 
our son, then 33, was diagnosed with 
cancer so that was a major challenge. 
Thank G-d he is doing well now at 36.

What makes you mad? What makes you 
happy?
- These days our President is making me 
angry. Grandchildren mske us happy.
 
Who would you like to partner, kiss, kill 
among Ricco van Prooijen, Louk Verhees 
and Alon Birman?
- Love all my teammates and I do occasio-
nally play with Louk.

Stan Tulin
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Magnificent Malinowski 
By Toine van Hoof

Looking for swings in RR2 I came across 
this board:

Board 5. Dealer North. NS Vul.

  ♠ A 7
  ♥ A 9 6 2
  ♦ Q J 8 2
  ♣ 8 7 5
♠ K Q J 10 3   ♠ 6 5 4 2
♥ Q J 8 4   ♥ K 10 5
♦ 7 5   ♦ 6
♣ A 2   ♣ J 9 6 4 3
  ♠ 9 8
  ♥ 7 3
  ♦ A K 10 9 4 3
  ♣ K Q 10

Par is 4♦ by NS, duly bid and made by 
Birman-Padon (team Tulin) and Bertens-
Gupta (team Gupta). 
Kalita-Nowosadzki (team Blass) tried 5♦ 
and went one off, losing 6 imps. 

To beat 3NT the defense needs to lead a 
spade. For Kevin Rosenberg that was easy 
after this auction:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

M. Rosenberg Saelensminde K. Rosenberg Gillis

– Pass Pass 1♦

1♠ Dbl 3♦1 Dbl
3♠ 3NT All Pass

1. Mixed raise

One down, plus 100 to team Lebowitz.
Joe Grue had a much more difficult lead:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Moss Hoftaniska Grue Charlsen

– Pass Pass 3♦

Dbl 3NT All Pass

A 3♠ overcall by Brad Moss would have 
worked better than his takeout double. 
Grue led a club and declarer had nine 
tricks: plus 600 for team De Botton.

Three EW pairs bought the contract in 
spades:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Brogeland A. Grossack Lindqvist Lebowitz

– Pass Pass 1♦

1♠ Dbl 3♠1 All Pass

1. weak (0-5 HCP)

Brad Moss
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Declarer has a loser in every suit. Boye 
Brogeland made an overtrick in 3♠ when 
Adam Grossack, after winning the ♠A, 
persisted with a third diamond. 
Plus 170 and 2 imps to team Gillis.

EW can even be held to eight tricks as was 
demonstrated by Nicolas L’Ecuyer and Paul 
Street:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Lorenzini L’Ecuyer Bessis Street

– 1♦ Pass 2♦1

2♠ Pass 4♠ Pass
Pass Dbl All Pass

1. GF

Street overtook the ♦Q lead and switched 
to the ♥7. He got his heart ruff and colle-
cted 300: 5 imps to team Street.

Finally this:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

Malinowski C. Rimstedt De Botton Donner

– 1♦1 Pass 2♦2

2♠ Pass 3♠ Pass
4♠ All Pass

1. 10-15, 2+♦; 2. F1

Artur Malinowski made ten tricks and no, 
the opponents did not give him a ruff and 
sluff. So what happened?
Cecilia Rimstedt led the ♦Q and continued 
with the ♦2, ruffed in dummy. Declarer 
played a spade to the jack, North won the 
ace and exited with a trump. Any declarer 
would now have claimed for one off, but 
Malinowski saw a tiny illegal chance. 

He played the ♥4 to the king, came to 
hand with the ♣A and advanced the ♥8 in 
this position:

  ♠ –
  ♥ A 9 6
  ♦ J 8
  ♣ 7 5
♠ K 10 3   ♠ 6
♥ Q J 8   ♥ 10 5
♦ –    ♦ –
♣ 2    ♣ J 9 6 4
  ♠ –
  ♥ 7
  ♦ A K 10 9
  ♣ K Q
   
Can North be blamed for not rising with 
the ♥A? When she didn’t the contract 
was cold. Malinowski won with the ♥10 
and played a club. South was endplayed. 
Another high club would set up the suit in 
dummy, so Gary Donner returned the ♦K. 
Malinowski ruffed in hand and discarded 
the ♥5 in East. Then he ruffed out the ♥A 
for a magnificent plus 420 and 14 imps to 
team De Botton.

Artur Malinowski



1. The Tournament Director will create the 
tables and will arrange duplicated boards 
(same boards for every team).
 
2. The table settings will allow kibitzers 
but forbid communication between 
players and kibitzers.
 
Barometer scoring will be OFF. The scores 
are only visible (for the players) after the 
last board has been played. Kibitzers can 
see the scores during the match.
 
Undo and claiming according to the BBO-
guidelines: all players have the right to 
reject an undo or claim request for any 
reason. They are not required to explain 
why they have rejected such a request.
 
3. Eight teams play a single round robin 
of seven matches, each match 24 boards. 
Four matches at the same time. After that 
there will be a knock-out phase: semifinal 
(24 boards) on the same day as RR 7 and a 
longer final on Friday (3 x 12 boards).
 
Change of the line-up in the round robin 
and semifinal is possible after 12 boards 
provided that no player can change the 
compass direction (so East will stay East 
and so on). The big final will consist of 3 
separate segments, so there are no restric-
tions on the line-up.
 
The teams are expected to submit their 
line-up as soon as possible using the 
line-up web utility (all captains will be 
provided with the respective link and the 
password). It is possible to change the 
submitted line-up but not later than 30 
minutes before the start of the round. 

Conditions of Contest  •  ALT INVITATIONAL VI
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The line-up is completely blind and will 
not be published before the start of the 
round.
 
The result of the round robin is scored 
based on the number of VPs. The WBF VP 
scale applies. In case of a tie in Victory 
Points:
• the mutual result will decide;
• still equal: the most 'wins' (BAM-ish) 
will decide;
• after that: the team with the highest 
IMP score on a board will go through.
 
4. The numbers 1 through 4 from the 
round-robin will go to the semifinal.
 
Team number 1 may choose its opponent 
from numbers 3 and 4. The captain will 
inform about this choice via the TD and/
or will mail to info@netbridge.online 
within half an hour after the round robin 
is finished. If not or late then matches will 
be: 1 versus 4 and 2 versus 3.
 
Numbers 1 and 2 get a carry over of 10.1 / 
6.1 IMP.
In the final there will be a carry over of 0.1 
IMP for the highest placed team in the RR 
as a tiebreaker.
 
5. If players explain bids during the bid-
ding via chat, then this is not commu-
nicated to “the table”, but only to “the 
opponents”. This way their partner cannot 
see the explanation, similar to explaining 
the bids via the BBO alert mechanism.
Players alert their own bids.
 
6. This tournament will of course be 
played in the most respectful way possible. 



Fun and good bridge is paramount. 
Netbridge relies on reluctance and 
restraint to call the director. Should a 
team find a serious cause for demanding 
a ruling, then this will only be dealt with 
if the captain of the team announces this 
via email within 45 minutes after the last 
board played (with an explanation and a 
request for a specific adjustment of the 
score). 
Netbridge will inform the other team and 
give that team the opportunity (through 
its captain) to respond via email within 45 
minutes after being informed. The protest 
will be decided by a qualified director or 
world class player; no further appeal will 
be possible after his/her decision.

- 11 -

Behind the Screens

Do you ever wonder who 
ensures the event runs 
smoothly, invites players 
to the table and makes sure 
results are up directly after 
the last table finishes? 
The answer is Anton Osipov 
and Denis Dobrin from 
Russia.
Denis is also an EBL-director 
and our TD in the ALT. 
Thanks to their excellent 
software we are able to 
provide perfect scoring of all 
matches. Spasibo! 

7. To submit protests, you can send emails 
to: info@netbridge.online
 
8. The starting times for the Monday-
Thursday matches are:

• 10.00 EDT / 16.00 CET (first session) 
and
• 14.00 EDT / 20.00 CET (second ses-
sion).
 
The final starts on Friday at 10.00 EDT / 
16.00 CET and will be played with 5-10 
minutes breaks between the segments.

Conditions of Contest  •  ALT INVITATIONAL VI
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Teams / Players / Nicknames

Team Blass
Jacek Pszczola  pikolo
Josef Blass   bljosef
Jacek Kalita   bridge24jk
Michal Nowosadzki  bridge24mn
Johan Upmark     Mostovoi
Fredrik Nyström    F_Nystrom

Team Gillis
Simon Gillis    rayas78
Erik Saelensminde   skaal1
Boye  Brogeland  boye
Espen Lindqvist  stevieg
Christian Bakke  chrien
Tor Oyvind Grude  teg91

Team Lebowitz
Zia Mahmood  zia
Laurence Lebowitz   0 lhl12
Adam Grossack   nevereast
Zach Grossack   germs345
David Gold    dagold
Michael Rosenberg  Scotty
Kevin Rosenberg   Kevsters
Thomas Paske  Thomas1000

Team Tulin
Stan Tulin           returned
David Bakhshi     Bakhshi
Louk Verhees    Loukie
Ricco van Prooijen    Riccovp
Dror Padon         Drorp
Alon Birman        Hatol

Team De Botton
Jason Hackett  mutton
Alexander Hydes  itsgrim
Janet de Botton  capt Lulu
Arthur Malinowski  malisuper
Thor Erik Hoftaniska  kasper20
Thomas Charlsen  tcharlsen

Team Street
Nicolas L’Ecuyer  caucase
Paul Street   Boulevard1
Ron Pachtman  ronpa
Piotr Zatorski   dzeronimo
Fred Pollack   Fredp
Kamel Fergani  fergani

Team Donner
Gary Donner   Gdonnersc1
Cecilia Rimstedt  cillar
Sandra Rimstedt  Sandria
Marion Michielsen  Lady007
Per-Ola Cullin  pocken
Joe Grue         joegrue
Brad Moss          brad

Team Gupta
Bauke Muller    beukertje
Simon de Wijs  sm1
Cedric Lorenzini   pierced
Huub Bertens   H Bertens
Thomas Bessis   malpaluche
Naren Gupta    nareng
Curtis Cheek    curtis

How to kibitz the Alt Invitational on BBO
As in the previous editions of the Alt Invitational, we expect thousands of spectators on BBO. Even 
though the Alt is not broadcasted via the BBO Vugraph, you can still watch any of your favourites.   
You simply search for your favorite player’s nickname and join his or her table. 

If you wish to watch the players whenever they are online, you search for your chosen one (fx Simon de 
Wijs ’sm1’, click on the name and choose ’follow’ instead of neutral. Any time you see him online, you 
can click on him and take a seat at his table (assuming the tournament allows it). See you on BBO! 





1. Random hands www.bid72.com/random-boards/

✔ unilimited number of interesting boards, with and without competitive bidding
✔ ranking and rating
✔ fit for any system at any level

3 weeks free trial (no strings attached)

1 month USD 3.49 / 12 months USD 28.99

2. Topic boards www.bid72.com/topics/

✔ a set of Topic boards is dedicated to a specific piece of bridge theory
✔ each set contains appr. 100 boards ready to bid in-app
✔ 3 levels of themes: starter/club/expert
✔ popular themes: Jacoby Transfers, Check-Back Stayman, Gazzilli
✔ sheets with preferred methods designed by the world’s best players and teachers

1 Topic costs 100 Bid Points 

1oo Bid Points USD 1.99/ 500 Bid Points USD 6.99/ 1000 Bid Points USD 12.99

3. Bidding contests www.bid72.com/bidding-contest/

✔ for bridgeclubs and communities
✔ each month 8 new boards in-app
✔ results and handrecords

free service for users with a bid72 account (even in trial)

4. Create your own boards www.bid72.com/create-and-upload-your-own-boards/

✔ create and upload your own boards to bid72
✔ for players, teachers and coaches to practice themed boards with partners and classes

check the link above for (low) costs

5. Basic education www.bid72.com/teachers/

✔ sets of practice boards for starters
✔ relevant powerpoints presentations
✔ feedback to teachers
✔ teachers follow their own rithm and plan

free service for students with bid72 account (even in trial)

discount for teachers on their bid72 account

www.bid72.com / info@bid72.com

big 5
These are the 5 pillars of bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding. 
Download bid72 from the App Store or Google Play and you are good to go.

http://bid72.com

