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Drep the ddck
Like ¢« Heot
Potate

Brian Zietman

Hereisahandfromthe Israeli Pairs Championship
2015, demonstrating an interesting defensive
point.

Board 22, Dealer East, Vul E/W

& 7632
¥ QJ95
¢+ J965
& A
& AT4 & KQIJ8
v A643 v KT2
¢ 83 W ¢ A4
& T854 & KQ93
& 95
v 87
¢ KQT72
& J762
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Brian Oren
Zietman Zietman
1% Pass
1v Pass 24 Pass
3% Pass 3NT All Pass

East's bid would normally show five clubs and four
spades with 18+ HCP, but | think that it is better
than the alternative bid 2NT as it emphasizes the
4-card spade suit.

English

Against 3NT | naturally led the ¢K. My son Oren
cleverly dropped the ¢J, and this showed me
the way. | continued with the ¢Q, knocking out
the ace. When he came in with the #A we were
able to take our diamond tricks and defeat the
contract.

About a third of the field "sold" 3NT (very costly
at IMPs scoring). The lead was the same — ¢K,
but the players sitting North followed with the ¢5,
46 or ¢9.

Let's look at the hand from South's perspective:
East has promised a diamond stopper, so South
is afraid that declarer is playing the Bath Coup,
ducking from ¢AJx. No wonder many Souths
switched to another suit, thus presenting declarer
his contract on a silver platter.

Dropping the ¢J is vital in order to show partner
the way. The K lead shows top of a sequence or
near-sequence. Since North holds the ¢J, South
should hold at least ¢KQT. From a holding of
+KQxxx South should lead a small card.

Would you have dropped your #J in this situation,
had your partner led the ¢K?!



English

Whoe ©wns
the Hond??

Joseph Engel

Some bridge hands feature a part-score struggle
between the two pairs. Hands in which both pairs
struggle for a game contract are rarer. Let's have
a look at the following deal which was played in a
Barometer tournament with IMPs scoring at the
"Avivim" bridge club.
Board 24, Dealer West, Vul None
West

& AKQT765

vy 17

¢ 9762

S -
How should West open the bidding?
He has an excellent 7-card spade suit with 9 HCP,
apparently a 34 bid. | use the word "apparently”,
since West holds a special hand.
First of all, he has a solid suit. Secondly, his
distribution is not a "semi-balanced" 7222, but a
7420. In addition, his side is not vulnerable. All
these factors put together lead to the conclusion
that West should open 44 rather than 3e.
Looking at the full deal, one can see why the
level of West's opening bid is so important:

Board 24, Dealer West, Vul None
&6
¥ A98653
¢ AS3
& KJ6

4 AKQT765 N R
v T7 vQ
+ 9762 WE Y
. S & AT753
s 982
v Ki42
o]
& Q9842

West's opening bid of 44 is likely to silence N/S
and buy the contract. One can hardly imagine
North bidding such a heart suit at the five level.
However, if West opens 34, some players would
bid 4¥ with the North cards. Bidding 4¥ is a bit of
a stretch, but it is certainly a reasonable option
at this vulnerability. East is going to support
West's spades, but South is going to compete to
the five-level. In this case the final contract may
be 5¥ doubled by North or even 54 doubled by
West.

Let us analyze the play and defense in a spade
contract. The defense may win four tricks after
the ¢A lead, with South getting two diamond
ruffs. However, the lead of the ¢A is highly
unlikely. A much more popular choice would be
the YA. In this case South should drop his ¥YK.
In view of dummy's singleton ¥Q, this signals
a strong interest in a diamond switch. If North
reads his partner's card correctly and switches to
the ¢A, the defense is going to win three tricks.
Such a defense is vital against a contract of 54
(maybe doubled). In case North is playing a
heart contract, East's choice of lead is critical.
A plausible ¢K lead (as well as the vQ) would
present declarer with eleven tricks.

However, a #J lead is more likely. West should
play his lowest spade, and East should have no
difficulties to understand that his partner is asking
for a club switch. The #A at trick 2, followed by
a ruff, gives the defense a total of three tricks,
defeating 5¥ doubled by one trick.

A perfect defense (#A lead followed by a spade
underlead after West ruffs, enabling another club
ruff) seems unreal.

Finally, here are the actual scores from the 16
tables in which this hand was played. It turned
out that E/W got a plus score at all tables without
exception.

The most popular score (7 tables) was minus
450. In four tables West made 54 doubled for a
score of minus 650 (and a gain of 84 total IMPs).
At three tables it was minus 100 (presumably
5v doubled going one off) with E/W losing 111
total IMPs — a high price to pay for letting the
opponents interfere at the four-level when you
own the hand.
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