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and intended 5v to show the lack of a cuebid
(bad hand). North bid the slam anyway, and
West made a Lightner double, indicating a
possible ruff at trick one.

However, instead of the killing diamond lead,
East put the club nine on the table.

All declarer had to do now was to cover the #9
and avoid the ruff.

North evidently regarded that trick as lost
and called "small" without sparing a thought.
This is not the first, nor the last contract to
be thrown away due to thoughtless play at
the first trick. Despite numerous warnings by
bridge teachers and authors, this is still being
done even at the highest levels.

West carefully played #3 under his partner's
winning #9, and East duly found the diamond
switch. This lapse cost North/South's team
no less than 25 IMPs - losing 12 instead of
gaining 13.

Dealer South. Vul E/W

& T975

¥ KT94

¢ A864

&A
& A42 & Q83
¥ AQJ ¥ 8753
¢ JT52 E
& K54 & 8732

& KJ6

¥ 62

¢ KQ7

& QJT96

West has a decision to make with his flat 15
HCP hand after South's one club opening.
Both players preferred a double to a risky
vulnerable 1NT overcall, yet they couldn't
avoid a penalty at the one level, as both
North/South pairs did extremely well in the
bidding.

West North East South A
1%
Dbl RDbl Pass Pass
1e Dbl 1v Pass
Pass Dbl All Pass
o J

This is the standard way to bid the North/South
cards, following the redouble, every double is
for penalties.

West North  East South A
1
Dbl Pass 1v Pass
Pass Dbl All Pass
N\ J

This sequence looks odd, but some top pairs
play that Passing the opponent's takeout
double may actually conceal a strong hand.

Eventually, both East had the misfortune to
be declarer in one heart doubled, and both
Souths mercilessly found the best lead — a
trump. North let dummy's heart jack win the
first trick, then declarer played a diamond from
dummy, won by South who continued hearts.
The heart queen lost to the king and North
continued hearts, killing East's last hope to
win a trick in his hand.

After winning the next diamond, both Souths
led #Q, and here the play diverged.

Meckstroth, the more experienced declarer,
believed South's queen to be a natural card
and played small. North had to win the trick
perforce, and the club king became declarer's
fourth trick. Even though plus 800 represented
optimal bidding and defense, his opponents
had to concede 7 IMPs, because at the other
table the Norwegian Bakke assumed that
South was trying to steal a trick from #AQJx
and covered the queen to go minus 1100.
Sometimes bridge is a cruel game.
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Paul Soloway was a five-time winner of the
Bermuda Bowl for the USA. At the time of
his death in 2007, he had the highest total of
ACBL masterpoints in history.

The inaugural Soloway Trophy (a knockout
IMP team event) was part of the 2019 Autumn
NABC in San Francisco.

The 2nd edition of the Soloway Trophy was
scheduled to take place at the Tampa Autumn
NABC. A few days before going to print it
became known that the Tampa NABC was
cancelled due to the COVID-19 crisis. We will
have to wait at least until 2021.

Here are some interesting hands from the
2019 tournament.

Dealer South. Vul E/W

® -
¥ QJT532
¢ AKJ875
&5

® AT8732
@ 74

¢ T963
S 9

& KQ5 N
\%Y% E

¥ 96
¢ -
& AKQ87643

& J964
¥ AK8
¢ Q42
& JT2

2020 "JI' 203 [I''A

The Soloway Trophy

At one table, the bidding was pretty normal:

West North  East South A
Pass
1% 2NT Pass 4v
5% 5v All Pass
N\ J

North/South, one of the world's top pairs,
didn't realize they had such a perfect fit and
stopped in 5¥. Should North be bidding a more
encouraging 5¢ with his 6-6 shape? Perhaps,
but then South might be bidding 6¥ with only
one top heart honor. South easily took all
thirteen tricks after West led the spade king.

At the other table, South opened aggressively
and they reached a slam after a small
misunderstanding.

\
West North East South
1%
28* 2y Pass 3v
4& 4a** Pass (5] Al
Pass 6v Pass Pass
Dbl Pass Pass Pass
\ J
* natural
** self-alerted as Exclusion RKCB
*** see below

If 44 is exclusion-RKCB, then South is required
to show his number of keycards, disregarding
the spade ace. The correct response is 5¢,
showing two keycards without the heart queen.

Perhaps South thought 44 was just a cuebid
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Amazing Vacation! Villa Moses is
new boutique villa, well designed,
modern, comfortable and very
well equipped with everything
you might need. We stayed at
beautiful spacy apartment, fully
furnished with two cozy bedroom
and living room. It had 2 terraces,
one extremely large with stunning
views. It's a perfect place for
families and for group of friends

NINTAI 700 [122N2 ATV ,VT'D
WWW.VILLAMOSES.COM | 050-9430111 N'IN

115.6.2020-1 NNND]1 NlIVn

nnNln 10%
ATN27 N'7RIYTN NITARNNN "M2ANY?
moses20 :|I91p TIp

who love to spend their holiday
together. The area is great for
relaxing, hiking, beach walk and
great food. Wonderful beaches (less
crowded), lot of blue sea around,
lovely villages and local taverns
with famous greek cuisine in

short distance. Fantastic vacation
at villa Moses - thank you for the
hospitality! Warmly recommended,
will visit again!
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