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into account the level of the players when making
a decision of such a kind.

Let's look at the problem from the point of view
of a beginner, a competent player and a world
class player.

1. Beginner: He will have learnt "Cover
an honor with an honor". So when the
+J would have been played he would
have covered and after king and ace the
contract would have been sold.

2. The competent player would see the
+J and consider his card carefully. After
some seconds thought he would come
to the conclusion that there would be no
virtue in covering with his queen and the
contract would be in the balance. Accurate
defense would bring one down but the
slightest defensive inaccuracy would still
sell the contract.

3. The world class player would quickly
and without hesitation play a smooth low
diamond and with accurate defense the
contract would go down.

Now let us look at law 73:
LAW 73 - COMMUNICATION

D. Variations in Tempo or Manner

1. It is desirable, though not always required, for

m________HEN Jpe

English

players to maintain steady tempo and unvarying
manner. However, players should be particularly
careful when variations may work to the benefit of
their side. Otherwise, unintentionally to vary the
tempo or manner in which a call or play is made is
not in itself an infraction.

Inferences from such variation may appropriately be
drawn only by an opponent, and at his own risk.

2. A player may not attempt to mislead an opponent
by means of remark or gesture, by the haste or
hesitancy of a call or play (as in hesitating before
playing a singleton) , the manner in which a call or
play is made or by any purposeful deviation from
correct procedure.

So, seeing as the East/West players were
competent but not world class players, | ruled
that the contract was one down because West,
holding the queen was justified in hesitating
before playing low. South (declarer), a world
class player, was not happy with my decision
because he could not understand why West
would hesitate. Funnily enough, if he would
have been the one to hesitate, | would have
ruled against him and awarded the contract to
his opponents because he would not have had a
reason to hesitate.

Soitis not necessarily a good thing to be a world
class player in bridge.

| think | will become a football referee instead.
Maybe that will be an easier job!
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Hesitotes Is

(not necessdarily)
Lest

Brian Zietman

| had the pleasure of directing a national
tournament for my colleague and competitor,
Amnon Raz, atthe "Bet Belgia" club in Jerusalem.
Here is an interesting hand from a director's point
of view, which may shed light for tournament
players on the significance of "hesitation".

Board 26, Dealer East, Vul All

& JT97
v JT93
+ K8
& AR4
& AQ854 & K63
v 4 v Q62
¢ Q643 W E ¢ A
* 195 S & KQ7632
&2
¥ AK875
¢ JT9752
& T
West ‘ North East South
1e Pass
2% Pass 24 3v
4a S5v Pass Pass
Dbl Pass Pass Pass

In this highly competitive auction N/S sacrificed in
5v. In fact E/W could go down on the lead of #A
followed by a # ruff, leaving two more inevitable
losers in hearts and spades.

The problem arose in the play. West led his
singleton trump, killing his partner's queen and
Declarer led a top trump at trick 2 from his hand.
Now he played the ¢J and West hesitated before
playing low.

Declarer decided that, due to the hesitation,
West may well have Axxx and so he played the
King hoping to drop a singleton queen with East.

When the singleton ace was played over the
king, the contract was doomed to down one and
-200 to East/West.

| was called to the table by the declarer who
claimed that the hesitation "fooled" him and that
was why he took the wrong line.

| was faced with a difficult decision. If the defense
is accurate then the declarer will still go down
even if he plays the 48 at trick 3. However, the
defense was not so accurate playing a club
rather than a spade on trick 4. A spade lead
would have defeated the contract for sure, but
the club switch gave declarer a chance. This was
all very complicated and confusing.

I made my decision but was not very happy about
it and so | consulted with several tournament
directors to listen to their point of view.

This incident highlights the difficulty of being a
tournament director, because you have to take

5.10.2015 . 17:52:14 4.
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