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a diamond, which would have presented declarer
his 12" trick on the spot.
In case North returns a passive heart after
winning the YA, declarer cashes 3 top tricks in
spades and diamonds, reaching the following
position:
'3
v -
¢ -
& Q9
L) N
v -
¢ 5

P
v-
.-
& AK7

W =

*) S
o -
v-
*J
& T8

Here it doesn't matter who holds the #Q, since
the double squeeze operates automatically.
North must guard spades, while South must
guard diamonds. Neither defender can keep
three clubs, thus the #7 becomes declarer's 12th
trick, fulfilling the contract.

However, after the brilliant #Q return (a small
club return may be ducked to the #J) there is no
longer any squeeze. Declarer tries three rounds
of spades and then his last chance is to play a
small diamond towards the ¢T. Unfortunately,
South produces the ¢J and 6NT is going down,
giving N/S 91% of the matchpoints. In case of
6NT made, N/S would receive only 13% of the
matchpoints.

Let's move on to the second preliminary round,
where Board 14 gave the eventual winners Amir
Levin-Yossi Roll an opportunity to shine.

English

Board 14, Dealer East, Vul None

s K3
v Q43
¢ 643
& AT862
& 74 & AQ86
Do [
& J3 % KQ9
& JT952
v 862
¢ KT
& 754
West ‘ North East South
1% Pass
Te Pass 2NT Pass
3v Pass 3NT All Pass

E/W reached 3NT after a routine auction.
South led the &J, denying (according to N/S
agreements) a higher honor. Declarer won the
+Q, while North kept the #K. He continued with
a small diamond towards dummy. South (Yossi
Roll) played the ¢K!

Declarer made the likely assumption that the ¢K
was a singleton. In that case, playing the ¢Q next
would cost a trick to North's ¢Txxx. Therefore he
continued diamonds, finessing the 7 from his
hand.

Declarer was in for a cold shower when South
won the ¢T and continued spades. Eventually he
managed to collect only 10 tricks.

At most tables South played his diamonds up
the line. Declarer finessed the ¢J, dropped the
+K with dummy's ace, unblocked his ¢Q and
continued clubs. At this point he has 11 sure
tricks, and guessing the location of the ¥Q would
increase his tally to 12.

Yossi Roll's brilliant play cost declarer a diamond
trick, as well as delaying the development
of the clubs. Roll-Levin received 92% of the
matchpoints on the way to the title.



English

The 49th
Yel Bviv
Festivdl -
Mgain Pdairs
Event

Joseph Engel

The main pairs event of the 49" Israel Bridge
Festival was dedicated to the memory of Dr. Paul
Lukacs, one of the greatest bridge theoreticians
ever, who was active in the second half of the
20" century.

In both preliminary sessions, Board #14 provided
great interest.

Here is the deal which appeared in the first
session.

Board 14, Dealer East, Vul None

& JT72
¥ A853
¢ 97
& Q93
& AQ63 N
¥ KQ9%
¢+ AQ52 W E
&l S
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
INT* Pass
24 Pass 24 Pass
3e** Pass 3NT Pass
6NT Pass Pass Pass
*14-16

** Forcing, natural

South leads the 48, covered by North's T, and
declarer (East) wins the K. He continues hearts.
The ¥K wins. Another heart is won by declarer's
vJ while South drops the ¥T. You (North) finally
win the YA on the third round, while partner
discards a small diamond. How do you continue?
North holds 7 HCP. He sees 18 HCP in dummy,
and declarer promised 14-16. Partner may have
at best 1 HCP, namely the ¢J.

Counting tricks shows that declarer has three
spade tricks, three heart tricks, at least three
diamond tricks and two club tricks — a total of 11.
In case he holds the ¢J, he has 12 sure tricks.
So North has to assume partner has the ¢J, but
even then he is about to be squeezed in the
black suits... unless South holds the #T as well.
North must play the #Q immediately, hoping for
the best. Partner did hold the #T, so the play of
the #Q broke the impending squeeze by Kkilling
declarer's communication in clubs.

Let's have a look at the complete deal:

& JT72
v A853

+ 97

& Q93

& K95

v J62

¢ KT

& AK762

& AQ63
v KQ94
+ AQ52
&)

W =

& 84
v 17
¢ J8643
& T854

First of all South deserves praise for not leading
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