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Merry Christmas
and a
Prosperous New Year!

Andrew’s Editorial
The life of a Bridge teacher should never be a
static one. I don’t just mean hopping on my bike.
I mean thinking of new ways to improve your
Bridge.
The huge (and
continuing) success
of
Intermediate
Play, both in terms
of its structure
(eight
carefully
constructed themed
deals per week) and
content
(playoriented)
has
highlighted
the
need for more of
the same. So I have
created Improve
your Play.
Aimed at those who have completed
Intermediate Play, but also at anyone, even at
Advanced Level, who wants to – well – improve
your play – this course will also contain eight
structured deals. Themes include “Those Tricky
One Notrump Contracts”, and “One-two, that
won’t do”. I am much looking forward to it, and
am sure you will benefit hugely.
You can read about the timings of new Improve
your Play, plus details of all our other courses
together with our playing schedule and
enrolment and membership forms, in the
accompanying new pamphlet. I hope this
pamphlet will prove to be a much clearer way of
presenting our information, with far fewer
extraneous bits of paper falling out as you open
your thrice-yearly Bridge Club mailing.

On another subject, Christmas presents, here are
three ideas for your Bridge friends:• My 2007 Bridge Calendar: There are still some
left for sale.
• My Bridge Lesson booklets. Topics: Double,
Finesse, Opening Lead, Overcall, Slam, Stayman
and Transfer, Weak Two.
• Diana Forrester’s beautiful hand-made cards
with a bridgey (and su doku) theme.
See our updated Website Bridge shop:
http://www.arobson.co.uk/sections.php
Our Children’s Courses run again this Christmas,
from 19th to 21st December. Enthuse your
children now, and they will have the skill for life.
Suitable for aged 8 and up, we can tell you what
I’m sure you already know: their brains are
sponges. They love it.
Finally, a word of congratulations to Sir Eddie
Kulukundis and Patricia Alcock on their national
win in our heat of the Lederer Deals, in
celebration of its 60th year. Eddie flew back from
America specially to receive his – well deserved –
prize. Few have worked so hard at his game as
Eddie, and with Patricia they make a great
Bridge partnership.
I look forward very much to seeing you for our
Christmas Chicago party (from 6.30pm to
10.00pm on December 22nd), and thank you all
for your continued support of the Club.
Merry Christmas, and may 2007 be a happy one
for all,

A few weeks ago we began Swiss Pairs on
Saturdays (1.45pm-4.45pm). The numbers are
growing steadily, and everybody I have spoken
to has loved their afternoon. Our new
BridgeMate technology makes scoring easier
and simpler, and I would strongly recommend
giving the session a try.

winkwo r t h . c o. u k
58 offices independently owned and operated
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Cover painting: Dunvegan Head by Jim Woodman
Ace Art 020 8788 6740 (This painting and others, available in the Club).

Tip for Intermediate Players

by Andrew

Avoid the “dustbin” 1NT response, unless your hand belongs nowhere else.

Proudly supplying the wines at
Andrew Robson Bridge Club

A 1NT response to a one-of-a-suit is a point-count bid, showing 6-9 points, not necessarily balanced.
Because it gives so little information about finding fits, you should always prefer a higher-ranking fourcard suit at the one-level. Also consider a single raise of partner’s major-suit opener with three cards.
Exercise: Partner opens 1♥ and the next player passes. What is your response?
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
♠ J954
♠ 43
♠ 10632
♠5
♥ 963
♥ Q102
♥ Q43
♥ 96
♦ A842
♦ AJ632
♦ A32
♦ Q97652
♣ Q4
♣ 832
♣ J52
♣ A542
(a). 1♠. Always bid a higher-ranking four-card suit (at the one-level) in preference to 1NT.
(b). 2♥. A single-raise can be made with three cards (preferably headed by a picture), when the other
alternative is 1NT (note that you do not have enough strength for 2♦, as you fail the Rule of 14*).
(c). 1♠. Higher-ranking four-card suit.
(d). 1NT. Lacking the strength to bid a new suit at the two-level (failing the Rule of 14*).
Note that only the profoundly unbalanced hand – (d) – responded 1NT. This emphasises that the 1NT
response says nothing about wanting to play notrumps. It is instead a slowing-down manoeuvre on
hands that have no other bid.
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*The Rule of 14: Only respond in a new suit at the two-level if your total points added to the length in
your suit reaches 14.

Tip for Duplicate Players

by Andrew

Partner has opened 1NT and you have a major two-suiter. Bid Stayman with a 5-4 shape, but use
Transfers with a 5-5 shape.

(b)
♠ J8753
♥ Q982
♦8
♣ 1032

(c)
♠ QJ972
♥ AK1074
♦ K3
♣3

your local fashion resource
ABSOL U T – A f r a – B l a n c N a t u r e – B N G – F i o r i – R e n d e z v o u s
Sarah Pacini – Transit – ute allocca – Villaret

Exercise: The bidding has gone 1NT – Pass – ? What should the following hands bid?
(a)
♠ AJ63
♥ AQJ53
♦ Q2
♣ J3

catch on the green

(d)
♠ KJ965
♥ J10984
♦ A2
♣2

for making an impact –
at a special event or . . . any time at all!
for treating yourself –
to that must-have piece that’s utterly . . . you!

(a). Bid 2♣ then, over a 2♦ reply, jump to 3♥. This shows a forcing-to-game hand with five hearts (and
by inference four spades – otherwise why bid Stayman?).
(b). Bid 2♣ then, over a 2♦ reply, bid 2♠. This is a weakness take-out into spades, and partner will pass.
The advantage of bidding Stayman (rather than simply transferring into spades) is that you can pass a
2♥ reply to Stayman, and so reach the 4-4 heart fit.
(c). Bid 2♥ (transfer to spades), and then, over 2♠, bid 3♥. This is best played as a forcing-to-game 5-5
shape.
(d). Bid 2♦ (transfer to hearts), then, over 2♥, bid 2♠. This is best played as an invitational 5-5 shape
(which is what you have – as your hand is worth far more than its nine high-card
points suggest).

for spoiling someone special –
w i t h a u n i q u e g i f t t h a t ’ s j u s t . . . p e r fect!

catch on the green
77 parsons green lane
london SW6 4JA
020 7731 8898

exclusive 10% discount for bridge club members
on our CHRISTMA S ’06 and SPRING ’07 collections
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Christmas Bridge For Fewer Than Four Players

By Andrew

Stuck over Christmas without four bridge players?
Don’t despair and switch on the telly!
Here are my favourite versions of three and two
player bridge for you to try over the festive period:

and B deals the remaining 26 cards into two
defensive hands. He defends for both hands and the
score is as Duplicate. (iii) B can outbid A. In that case
A has the same three options as B had.

For Three Players
Best is to play “Towie”- invented in 1931 by two
Americans living in Paris. My favourite variant is to
deal twelve cards to the three players and the
dummy, exposing all dummy’s cards. Each player,
starting with the dealer, bids for the right to play with
the dummy in the bid made. When the bidding is over
(after two successive passes) the highest bid declares.
At this point he looks at the four remaining cards, and
gives one of his choice to each player. Dummy is
made to face him and the player on the left of the
declarer makes the opening lead. You can have
Rubber Bridge scoring with part-scores carrying over.
Alternatively use Duplicate scoring (add 50 for a
making part-score, 300 for making a game if nonvulnerable and 500 for making a game if vulnerable).
So (using Duplicate Scoring) if A, B and C are playing
and A outbids B and C and plays 3♠ and makes 10
tricks, he scores +170 points. He therefore receives
170 from each of B and C. His score on the deal is
thus +340 and the score of both B and C is –170.

Here is an illustrative example:

One amusing variant that does not involve turning
dummy’s cards over is for each player to take it in
turn to play with dummy. The contract is 2NT
redoubled in each case. This works out surprisingly
evenly – the stiff target of making 8 out of the 13
tricks being offset by the advantage of playing two
hands.
For Two Players
By far the most stimulating two-handed game – I
have played it on many a long train journey – is as
follows. Deal two hands and turn them both face up.
Basically the two players (A & B) are bidding for the
right to declare the two hands in their bid. Player A
bids first (take it in turns) for the right to play as
declarer (and dummy) in the bid made. Player B then
has three options: (i) B can Pass. In that case the
contract is conceded and A wins the requisite points
(Duplicate Scoring – see above). A new hand is dealt
with B starting the bidding. (ii) B can Double.
In that case A plays the contract (doubled). He
chooses which hand will declare
and which hand will be dummy

♠ QJ104
♥ 10832
♦ 64
♣ AK3
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Bridge Calendar
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♠ A98732
♥♦ AQ3
♣ Q542

Study the two hands. With Spades as Trumps, the two
hands will make at least eleven tricks. They will make
all 13 if the ♠K is situated under ♠A and ♦K is under
♦A (a 25% chance) – by taking a successful finesse.
They will make just 11 tricks if both kings are placed
badly (a 25% chance). If one king is well placed and
one badly placed then the two hands will make 12
tricks (the remaining 50%).
What should Player A open?
Say he opens 6♠. What should Player B do? It would
be absurd for him to Pass and concede 980 points
(assume Non-Vulnerable). If he doubles, he will only
defeat the contract 25% of the time. So it is clear for
him to bid 7♠. A would clearly have to Double (Pass
and 7NT are clearly not sensible). 25% of the time
7♠ doubled would go two down (-300). 50% of the
time 7♠ doubled would go one down (-100). But
25% of the time it would actually make (+1770).
That would average out at a little over +300 points to
Player B. Can you see how A could have done better?
He should open 7♠ himself! Then it is he who has the
plus expectancy (And in fact the percentages of
making 7♠ (and 6♠) are somewhat greater than
above, as clubs can split 3-3 removing the need for a
diamond finesse).
Two-player bridge is very skilful – and the skills are
very similar to those required in the real game. One
aspect that fascinated me was how the defenders can
defeat seemingly impregnable contracts by creating
losing options for declarer – rather easier to do when
one player defends both hands!
See you in The New Year for some Four Player Bridge!

One Deal Per Day
Signed copy

£9.99

Andrew’s £4.99
New Booklets
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Andrew’s Book & Arrow Cards
• The perfect accompaniment to Andrew's book
“Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them”.
• Deal and play out 40 selected deals from Andrew's book.

Signed Book:
Pair of Arrow Packs:

£9.99
£9.99

Hand Made
Greeting Cards
Wonderful Bridge themed Christmas Cards and Sudoku Cards

£1.99

Andrew

Available in the Club or from our new online shop
where you can now order AND pay : www.arobson.co.uk
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ARBC
Bridge Holiday Programme

February 2007
to September 2007

Photos

Powder Mills
Battle, West Sussex.
Friday 23rd - Sunday 25th February 2007

Sam Watson

Jane Bryden-Brown

We are delighted to return to this historic
country house. The atmosphere, beautiful
gardens, lovely Conservatory restaurant
and stylish Music Bridge room, all serve to
make this a memorable weekend. Tuition,
play sessions and walks in the magnificent
gardens and parkland included.

Simon Hall

Prices from £340
St. Brelade’s Bay Hotel
Jersey.
Monday 30th April - Thursday 3rd May 2007
Sally Hughes

Christine Philbin

St Brelade’s Bay Hotel is the best on the
island. After a great Club holiday here last
year, we return for more. The Hotel has
marvelous facilities from the superb
restaurant, gardens and pool to the flowers
and service. Excursions are included as is
the flight from Gatwick and transfers.

Andy McKay

Prices from £475
Extra days available
Denis Bennet

Andy Findlater

Aileen Egan
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“Bridge in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere”

ARBC Holidays

ARBC Holidays

Beaumont House, Old Windsor.

Dear Friends,

Friday 8th - Sunday 10th June 2007

Beaumont House is a Palladian mansion,
beautifully restored and maintained, set in
40 acres of magnificent gardens.
This Club break is the perfect opportunity
to brush up your Bridge and visit the sights
of Windsor and Runnymede park adjacent
to the Hotel.
Price includes 2 nights dinner, bed and
breakfast, welcome reception, and Bridge
programme.

As many of you will know, I am living in Mexico at the moment as I am
collecting data for my doctorate with the University of Barcelona. I have
long had a great interest in primates and have worked with them for many
years (not that I am suggesting that all of my years at ARBC have given
me any helpful insight!), so I consider myself very lucky to be out here
working with howler monkeys in The Biosphere Reserve of Los Tuxtlas.
My PhD thesis is based on stress in mammals. We are developing new techniques to be able
to monitor stress in wild animals and from there hopefully create realistic conservation
programmes. I have had lots of adventures with my monkey friends. In fact we have a bit of a
love/hate relationship. At times it seems like they miss me as they come to check what is
going on as I arrive, other times when they place themselves right above my head as they
decide its toilet time I am not so sure! But more than anything I love spending my days with
them and know I will miss them when I head home to start writing.
Before moving out here I was living in Barcelona whilst studying. I was also working in a
bridge club teaching. I have managed to find the occasional victim here in Mexico and hope
to get some beach bridge going ASAP! The University sends me unsuspecting
undergraduates to help me in the field and my aim is that they leave here, after an intensive
month, as intermediates!

Prices from £189
Extra days available

I understand from everyone on the Jersey trip, that the St Brelades Bay Hotel was fantastic
and the entire holiday a great success (the food there really is magnificent). I have been
visiting this hotel with my father (Philip Dunn) to run bridge holidays since I was 12. The
incredible Gerald Durell Wildlife Conservation trust on the island was in fact an enormous
inspiration for me to continue to study primates, so the Zoo and the island hold a very
special place in my heart.
So for now I leave you with the following quote from Prince Charles and wish you all the
most fantastic Christmas;
“I learned the way a monkey learns – by watching its parents”
I hope to see you all very soon and for the many of you coming on
ARBC holidays…..see you soon!
Jake Dunn

Contact: Jake or Philip Dunn
Philip: 07940 373 980

Email: holidays@andrewrobson.co.uk
www.arobson.co.uk/holidays.php3

Contact: Jake or Philip Dunn
Philip: 07940 373 980

Email: holidays@andrewrobson.co.uk
www.arobson.co.uk/holidays.php3

ARBC Holidays

Photos
Nice,Cote D’Azur.
Tuesday 11th – Sunday 16th September 2007

The Boscolo Park Hotel
is in the centre of this beautiful resort
overlooking the Jardim Albert with sea views.
This first class Bistro style Hotel presents a
modern interior in a lovely Regency style
building. Most rooms have balconies and sea
views. The restaurant is well known in Nice.
Opposite the gardens and adjacent to the
Flower Market and Old City and Port, with
the Promenade des Anglais and beach
opposite, it is the perfect position to view and
enjoy Nice.

Lila and Moza Panahpour

Chantelle Waddingham and Camilla Ramsey

Robin Squire and Rt Hon Michael Mates MP

Christiane Panis and Montse Bishop

Luigi Molinaro

Patti, Marina, Carmen and Chris

Georgie Redington and Andrew

Sandra Lawrence

Price include flights from London and
transfers.

Prices from £785
Extra days available

ARBC holidays are great fun, and it is important to stress that they are not aimed at the type
of player who likes a serious 24-board duplicate each night; instead the emphasis is on
instruction, with a little gentle competition played in the friendly, social manner that so
typefies the ethos of the Club. Details of how to contact Philip and Jake are below - we look
forward to hearing from you.

Andrew and the team
Contact: Jake or Philip Dunn
Philip: 07940 373 980

Email: holidays@andrewrobson.co.uk
www.arobson.co.uk/holidays.php3

13

ARBC Theatre Group
It is widely acknowledged that the Andrew
Robson Bridge Club has achieved something very
special and that those of us who have become
part of the family have been very lucky. It is not
just the fact that we now have an activity that is
fun, absorbing and constantly challenging but
we are part of a community of friends with
similar backgrounds and interests. I would like to
take this opportunity of formally thanking
Andrew and his team for making this possible.
I know from my own personal experience how
difficult it is to break into a social group after the
breakup of a relationship or by simply moving to
a new neighbourhood. We no longer hunt in
packs as we did when we were teenagers and it
is uncomfortable to go to commercially
organised singles events. Not everyone is a
sports fan and even so going to the gym or
playing tennis might not open up many
opportunities for meeting new people of the
right age group.
Last year I went on a very expensive singles
holiday to Mauritius. It was a disaster and when
one of my friends phoned me and asked if I was
going to be sitting at Table 1 at the Bridge Club
(my usual seat) that Tuesday evening, I would
have gladly paid the £450 to fly back and be
there with my friends.(Unfortunately, there was
no room on the plane).
Whilst sitting on the beach I decided that a
much better alternative than meeting unsuitable
strangers would be to organise events that I
could enjoy with my friends from the Bridge
Club. So, I started the Theatre Group. It is very
informal and works like this. Members give me
their email address and I put them on the
database. Every month I pick out a list of plays
that have received good reviews and send them
out to establish a shortlist.

By Jenni Kravitz
Then I pick some suitable dates and publish a
schedule. The only rules are that if you want a
ticket you have to send a cheque to me
immediately and if you are unable to attend it is
your responsibility to re-sell the ticket (although
I can always circulate the members very quickly
by email for you).
So far we have seen at least two plays a month
including: Hay Fever, Smaller, Royal Hunt of the
Sun, Sunday in the Park with George, The
Overwhelming, The Voysey Inheritance, The
Exonerated. We always meet for dinner first and
the whole experience is delightful.
We haven't been able to benefit from any group
reductions yet because the numbers have been
to small or the replies haven't come in fast
enough but it doesn't seem to matter because
the objective is to get people going to see plays
that they would otherwise miss out on because
they can't find anyone to go with.
Anyone is free to suggest a play or concert that
they want to see and I simply use my database
and communication skills to co-ordinate the
response.
My next project is to start a dance class for Latin
and Ballroom for couples and singles. Any single
lady attending will be provided with a partner
who will be a professional dancer. There will be
a regular social event where we can get together
to practice the skills we have learnt. (Clearly
none of this will be on an ARBC Bridge night!)
If anyone would like to be included on the email
list please send a request to jenni@radiuscm.com
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What to open with a Four-Four-Four-One shape
Natural bidding is well-tailored to one-suited
hands (bid and repeat – six cards); and twosuited hands (bid one, then bid the other – fivefour). But what about the dreaded three-suited
shape of 4441? The only good thing to say
about it is that it is relatively rare: mercifully less
than 3% of all hands.
There have been many theories about which
suit to open (and what to rebid). Worthy of
consideration amongst them is to pass with less
than a good 14 points: perhaps an opponent
will open your singleton suit, and you can
double (for take-out); this would do in one bid
what you would be unable, if you opened, to do
in two.
I always seek two things in teaching: (A)
simplicity and (B) effectiveness. For example, I
don’t mention “reverses” because it loses hugely
on category (A), whilst barely gaining on (B). I
have finally found an acceptable approach with
4441s, one that satisfies both (A) and (B) above.
Here it is:
With a black-suit singleton, open 1♥. With a
red suit singleton, open 1♣.
To remember, think “Taps”: “C” for Clubs & “H”
for Hearts (“C” & “H”, Cold and Hot, are the two
Taps).

(A).

♠
4

♥
4

♦
4

♣
1

Open 1♥

(B).

4

4

1

4

Open 1♣

(C).

4

1

4

4

Open 1♣

(D).

1

4

4

4

Open 1♥

Country Life

By Andrew

(A). 4♠4♥4♦1♣. Open 1♥. Rebid 2♦ over 2♣,
but consider rebidding notrumps with 15+
points. Lying about your fifth heart (a la 1♥-2♣2♦) might on occasion lead you into trouble.

Read Andrew weekly
in the Country Life
Magazine

(B). 4♠4♥1♦4♣. Open 1♣. Rebid 1♥ over 1♦.
Lying about your fifth club is no big deal (being
a minor suit).
(C). 4♠1♥4♦4♣. Open 1♣. Rebid 1♠ over 1♥,
although support a 1♦ response.
(D). 1♠4♥4♦4♣. Open 1♥. A singleton spade is
the most awkward 4441. Consider not opening
with a 12 points – even a poor 13. With 14ish,
rebid 2♣ over 1♠; prefer to rebid 1NT with
more, to avoid lying about the fifth heart.

For Holmes Place special offers,
please pick up a leaflet from our foyer.
Holmes Place, Fulham Pools, Normand Park, Lillie Road, SW6
Tel: 020 7471 0450 www.holmesplace.com

Exercise: What would you open (and rebid) with:
1.
♠AQ32
♥KJ98
♦7
♣KJ104

2.
♠K843
♥8
♦AQ32
♣KQ98

3.
♠9753
♥AKJ7
♦KQ96
♣2

4.
♠Q
♥AJ74
♦K742
♣Q873

25 Jerdan Place, Fulham Island,
Fulham Broadway
Tel: 020 7385 8451
www.marksandspencer.com

Opening Hours
Monday - Saturday
Sunday

8am - 10pm
12pm - 6pm

1. Open 1♣. Rebid 1♥ over 1♦, and raise 1♥/♠
to 3♥/♠.
2. Open 1♣. Rebid 1♠ over 1♥. In truth, 1♦
would be as effective an opener here.
3. Open 1♥. Rebid 2♦ over 2♣ Your partner will
think you have five hearts, but, hey, a preference
back to hearts with ♥Qxx would not be so bad.
4. Pass. With the discounted ♠Q, and the worry
about mis-describing with the rebid, it is better
to go quietly. Naturally if you are able to double
an opposing 1♠ bid for take-out, you will be
pleased to do so.
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now selling lingerie in Fulham

Alpe d’ Huez - Easter Ski Trip 2007
24th – 31st March 2007
• Great value holiday includes BA scheduled
flight, Gatwick to Grenoble, short transfer to
Alpe d’Huez, Bridge, half board accommodation
and wine with dinner.

Christmas Competition

• Staying at Hôtel Les Grandes Rousses
(pictured), which boasts skiing to the doorstep,
great cuisine and an indoor swimming pool,
sauna and jacuzzi.

Think of an amusing caption for this
picture and the most witty will win
Andrew’s 2007 Bridge Calendar.

• Fun, friendly and informal Bridge to suit all
abilities, hosted by Jack.

• Prices from £910.

Entries to jack@arobson.co.uk

• Alpe d’Huez has excellent, well-linked skiing to
challenge all abilities, lively nightlife, great
mountain restaurants and a wealth of other
activities.

The winner of our summer
competition was Sarah Hollington.

Winners - Summer 2006
Daytime Duplicate Ladder
Evening Duplicate Ladder
Susan Hampshire Social Chicago Trophy

Nicky Cannon Brookes
David Rainer
David Lewis

Dates for your Diary

Full details are available from the Club or on our website
www.arobson.co.uk. Alternatively please contact Guy Jobling at The Ski
Consultancy on 07958 737286 or email guy@theskiconsultancy.couk
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19th – 21st December

Children’s Bridge Courses (two sessions daily)

22nd December

Christmas Chicago Party (Then club closes for Christmas)6.30pm – 10pm

23rd Dec - 1st Jan 2007

Club Closed

2nd January 2007

Club Re-opens

13th – 20th January

Ski Trip to Klosters

17th January

Open Evening - Tempt your non bridge playing friends

23rd – 25th February

Powder Mills Weekend

15th March

Charity Challenge Simultaneous Pairs

24th – 31st March

Ski Trip to Alpe d’Huez

10.30am and 2.00pm

10.30am
6.15pm - 7.15pm
7.30pm

12th April

BGB Simultaneous Pairs

7.30pm

17th – 19th April

Children’s Bridge Courses (two sessions daily)

10.30am and 2.00pm

30th April – 3rd May

Easter trip to Jersey

10th May

EBU Simultaneous Pairs

7.30pm

1st June

Worldwide Simultaneous Pairs

7.30pm

8th – 10th June

Beaumont House Weekend

11th – 16th September

Summer Trip to Nice, Cote D’Azur
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