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 A 2 
 Q 6 5 3 2 
 A Q 6 5 2 
 A 

 8 7 5 4  K Q J 10 9 
3 
 J 10 9  - 
 -  K J 10 9 7 
 J 10 9 8 3 2  K Q 

 6 
 A K 8 7 4 
 8 4 3 
 7 6 5 4 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 16   N - 3 5 - 2 
2  15  S - 3 5 - 2 
 7   E 2 - - 4 - 
    W 2 - - 5 - 

 

Board 1: Dealer North: Love all 

West North East South 
 1 2 4 
4 5 5 Pass 
Pass Dbl All Pass 
 
East’s 2 is an intermediate jump overcall showing 
a 6-card suit AND opening values. 
South’s 4 is a stretch bid showing a fit in hearts 
and a losing trick count of 8. 
West estimates 4 two down doubled non-
vulnerable -300, better than -420 for the N/S game 
in hearts. 
North estimates a combined losing trick count of 
13, so 5. 
East estimates a combined losing trick count of 13, 
so 5. 
North has 3 Aces outside hearts so doubles for 
penalties. 
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 8 7 5 4 
 J 9 6 
 K 7 
 K 8 3 2 

 6  A 2 
 A K 7 4  Q 8 5 3 2 
 8 4 3 2  A Q 6 5 
 7 6 5 4  A J 

 K Q J 10 9 3 
 10 
 J 10 9 
 Q 10 9 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 7   N - - - 1 - 
7  17  S - - - 1 - 
 9   E 1 5 5 - 3 
    W 1 5 5 - 3 

 

Board 2: Dealer East: NS vulnerable 

West North East South 
  1 1 
4 All Pass 
 
South’s 1 is a simple overcall, so partner should 
estimate a losing trick count of 8. 
West’s 4 is a stretch bid showing a fit in hearts 
and a losing trick count of 8. 
North estimates a combined losing trick count of 
17, so passes because three down doubled 
vulnerable in 4 is -800, worse than -420 for the 
E/W game in hearts. 
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 A K 7 4 
 6 
 8 4 3 2 
 7 6 5 4 

 10  J 9 6 
 K Q J 10 9 3  8 7 5 4 
 J 10 9  K 7 
 Q 10 9  K 8 3 2 

 Q 8 5 3 2 
 A 2 
 A Q 6 5 
 A J 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 7   N 1 5 - 5 3 
9  7  S 1 5 - 5 3 
 17   E - - 1 - - 
    W - - 1 - - 

 

Board 3: Dealer South: EW vulnerable 

West North East South 
   1 
2 4 All Pass 
 
West’s 2 is a simple overcall, so partner should 
estimate a losing trick count of 8. 
North’s 4 is a stretch bid showing a fit in spades 
and a losing trick count of 8. 
East estimates a combined losing trick count of 17, 
so passes because four down doubled vulnerable in 
5 is -1100, worse than -420 for the N/S game in 
spades. 
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 K Q J 10 3 
 10 7 
 J 10 9 8 
 Q 9 

 A 2  9 6 
 Q 6 5 3 2  A K 8 4 
 A Q 5  6 4 3 
 A J 7  6 5 4 2 

 8 7 5 4 
 J 9 
 K 7 2 
 K 10 8 3 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 9   N - - - 1 - 

17  7  S - - - 1 - 
 7   E 2 - 4 - 3 
    W 2 1 4 - 3 

 

Board 4: Dealer West: All vulnerable 

West North East South 
1 1 3 Pass 
4 All Pass 
 
North’s 1 is a simple overcall, so partner should 
estimate a losing trick count of 8. 
East’s 3 is a stretch bid showing a fit in hearts and 
a losing trick count of 9. 
West has 17 HCP and a known 9-card heart fit so 
bids 4. 
South estimates a combined losing trick count of 
17, so passes because three down doubled 
vulnerable in 4 is -800, worse than -620 for the 
E/W game in hearts. 
 
 
 
 

B
2

 L
0

3
 D

o
u

b
lin

g
 



             B2 L03 Doubling      

COMMENTARY 

© Nicky Bainbridge Jan-21 Free for anyone to use, a credit would be nice. 
www.bridgeforpleasure.co.uk Page 3 of 4     Last saved by Rugby Village Bridge Club 31 
January 2021 

 A 2 
 Q 6 5 3 2 
 A Q 6 5 2 
 A 

 8 7 5 4  K Q J 10 9 
3 
 J 10 9  - 
 -  K J 10 9 7 
 J 10 9 8 3 2  K Q 

 6 
 A K 8 7 4 
 8 4 3 
 7 6 5 4 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 16   N - 3 5 - 2 
2  15  S - 3 5 - 2 
 7   E 2 - - 4 - 
    W 2 - - 5 - 

 

Board 5: Dealer North: NS vulnerable 

West North East South 
 1 2 4 
4 5 5 Pass 
Pass Dbl All Pass 
 
East’s 2 is an intermediate jump overcall showing 
a 6-card suit AND opening values. 
South’s 4 is a stretch bid showing a fit in hearts 
and a losing trick count of 8. 
West estimates 4 two down doubled non-
vulnerable -300, better than -620 for the N/S game 
in hearts. 
North estimates a combined losing trick count of 
13, so 5. 
East estimates a combined losing trick count of 14, 
so 5. 
North has 3 Aces outside hearts so doubles for 
penalties. 
 

B
2

 L
0

3
 D

o
u

b
lin

g
 

 8 7 5 4 
 J 9 6 
 K 7 
 K 8 3 2 

 6  A 2 
 A K 7 4  Q 8 5 3 2 
 8 4 3 2  A Q 6 5 
 7 6 5 4  A J 

 K Q J 10 9 3 
 10 
 J 10 9 
 Q 10 9 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 7   N - - - 1 - 
7  17  S - - - 1 - 
 9   E 1 5 5 - 3 
    W 1 5 5 - 3 

 

Board 6: Dealer East: EW vulnerable 

West North East South 
  1 1 
4 4 5 All Pass 
 
South’s 1 is a simple overcall, so partner should 
estimate a losing trick count of 8. 
West’s 4 is a stretch bid showing a fit in hearts 
and a losing trick count of 8. 
North estimates 4 three down doubled non-
vulnerable -500, better than -620 for the E/W game 
in hearts. 
North estimates a combined losing trick count of 
13, so 5. 
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 A K 7 4 
 6 
 8 4 3 2 
 7 6 5 4 

 10  J 9 6 
 K Q J 10 9 3  8 7 5 4 
 J 10 9  K 7 
 Q 10 9  K 8 3 2 

 Q 8 5 3 2 
 A 2 
 A Q 6 5 
 A J 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 7   N 1 5 - 5 3 
9  7  S 1 5 - 5 3 
 17   E - - 1 - - 
    W - - 1 - - 

 

Board 7: Dealer South: All vulnerable 

West North East South 
   1 
2 4 All Pass 
 
West’s 2 is a simple overcall, so partner should 
estimate a losing trick count of 8. 
North’s 4 is a stretch bid showing a fit in spades 
and a losing trick count of 8. 
East estimates a combined losing trick count of 17, 
so passes because four down doubled vulnerable in 
5 is -1100, worse than -620 for the N/S game in 
spades. 
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 K Q J 10 3 
 10 7 
 J 10 9 8 
 Q 9 

 A 2  9 6 
 Q 6 5 3 2  A K 8 4 
 A Q 5  6 4 3 
 A J 7  6 5 4 2 

 8 7 5 4 
 J 9 
 K 7 2 
 K 10 8 3 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 9   N - - - 1 - 

17  7  S - - - 1 - 
 7   E 2 - 4 - 3 
    W 2 1 4 - 3 

 

Board 8: Dealer West: Love all 

West North East South 
1 1 3 Pass 
4 All Pass 
 
North’s 1 is a simple overcall, so partner should 
estimate a losing trick count of 8. 
East’s 3 is a stretch bid showing a fit in hearts and 
a losing trick count of 9. 
West has 17 HCP and a known 9-card heart fit so 
bids 4. 
South estimates a combined losing trick count of 
17, so passes because three down doubled non-
vulnerable in 4 is -500, worse than -420 for the 
E/W game in hearts. 
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