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Bocchi used a 4# opening to show a good
hand with very long hearts. This gave South
an opportunity to overcall 4¢, and the diamond
game was duly reached, with E/W failing to save
at the five-level. The spade finesse failed, but
the suit broke 3-3 so Zaleski could dispose of his
club loser.

At the other table Michel Bessis (East) didn't
have any convention available and he simply
opened 4v. This bought the contract, as Giorgio
Duboin (South) judged his hand to be unworthy
of a 54 overcall (or even a double). North/South
had to be satisfied with a meagre +50 and the
French team chalked up 11 IMPs.

In the next two boards Allegra conceded 12+13
IMPs and their European title was already in
serious jeopardy. Zaleski were leading by 70:56
with nine boards to go.

Everyone knows that luck usually favors the
best teams, and so it happened on Board 24.
Bocchi-Madala grossly overbid to 64 with a total
of 28 rather balanced HCP, going down one as
expected.

At the other table Bessis-Bessis made no slam
attempts, landing at a comfortable 44, but the
usually impeccable Thomas Bessis found a way
to go down — no swing!

And then this happened at the very next board:

Dealer North, Vul N/S
& QI8642
v K7542
¢ -
& 72

& A9353
v JT9

¢+ AKJ92
s K

aT
v Q

= , QT7

& QJT98653

W

& K7
v A863
¢ 86543
& A4

At the other table it was quite a normal result: 5%
by East going down one after Duboin led the YA
and found the diamond ruff at trick two.

English

West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Madala Cronier Bocchi Zaleski
Pass 3% Pass
5% 5¢ Pass Pass
Dbl RDbl All Pass

East/West preempted to 5%, but Cronier wasn't
going to let them play. He found a highly inspired
bid of 5¢, of course indicating a winning lead
against a possible 6# contract!

West doubled, as expected, and now Cronier
redoubled. At this vulnerability partner must have
understood that 5¢ was a sophisticated form a
sacrifice with both major suits!

However, the sponsor ofthe Frenchteam Passed,
proudly displaying his five-card diamond support
as he put down the dummy. ©

The rest of the play was not so funny ®, and when
the smoke cleared declarer was down seven in
five diamonds redoubled, not vulnerable, going
for a rare penalty of 3400 and an even rarer swing
of 3500 total points, translated into 23 IMPs!!

It turns out that the defense by Bocchi-Madala
was not perfect. The Deep Finesse program
indicates that East-West could have set it down
eight, in which case the maximal swing of 24
IMPs, requiring a difference of 4000 total points,
would have been reached.

The enormity of this swing was further illustrated
by the fact that the next seven boards (the last
in the match) produced a total of six IMPs for
Zaleski and none for Allegra.

The reigning European champions scraped
through to the final with a score of 79:76. Later
on the same day they prevailed over the German
team Bamberger, and collected yet another
European title. ©



English

One Board -
23 INPs

Ram Soffer

Anyone who plays Teams uses the International
Match Points (IMP) scale to calculate the various
swings.

Do you know what is the maximal number of IMPs
available for a single board, and what difference
in total points does it require? Most players, even
the more experienced ones, will have to look this
up, because this situation practically never arises
at the table. (The answer will be found near the
end of this article).

Thus numerous BBO spectators were recently
amazed to witness such a huge swing at a crucial
stage of a very important match — the semi-
finals of the European Champions' Cup between
Allegra (ltaly) and Zaleski (France).

Let us save that amazing hand for later. Our
first exhibit is a somewhat lesser swing from the
match between the same teams at the Round-

Robin stage.
Dealer North, Vul N/S
& Q32
v Q5
¢ AKS875
* AK6
& AK975 & 4
v 9843 v T62
¢ 943 W E ¢ J6
®5 S ® JT87432
& JT86
v AKIJ7
¢ QT2
* Q9

West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Cronier Bocchi Zaleski Madala
2% 34 Dbl
Pass 3NT Pass ANT
Pass 6NT Pass Pass
Dbl Pass Pass Pass

The ltalian top pair uses a 2# opening to show
a balanced 18-19 HCP hand without a 5-card
major. Bocchi showed a club stopper with 3NT
and then accepted his partner's invitation to a
slam.

Twelve tricks were readily available with
diamonds breaking 3-2, but there was a slight
problem: West was holding the #AK. Cronier
doubled, hoping to persuade his partner to lead
his shortest suit. Nevertheless Zaleski put the %2
on the table and declarer soon claimed. At the
other table Thomas and Michel Bessis carefully
stopped at 3NT, so +1680 was worth 14 IMPs for
the Italians, on the way to a 47:21 rout.

It so happened that both teams had to meet
again at the semi-final stage which was a
32-board match. Allegra were enjoying a slight
lead during the second and final segment when
they experienced a series of three disastrous
hands, starting with this:

Dealer North, Vul N/S

& K832
vy T7
¢+ KQ8
& K654
& Q%4 & T75
v 95 v AKQ86432
¢ 9763 W E ¢ -
& QIT9 S & 83
& AJ6
vl
¢ AJT542
& A72
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Madala Cronier Bocchi Zaleski
Pass 4% 4¢
Pass 5¢ All Pass



Responder may bid 2v, 24 or even 3v. All these
responses mean: Pass or Correct. We may end
up playing Opener's major suit at the two or three
level, as long as the opponents let us.
With a better hand, usually an opening with some
extras, Responder may bid 2NT, asking Opener
to disclose his hand according to the following
schedule (other pairs may use a different
variation):

e 3& = minimal weak-two in hearts.

¢ 3¢ = minimal weak-two in spades.

e 3v = maximal weak-two in hearts.

e 34 = maximal weak-two in spades.

e 3NT = balanced 20-22. We are probably

heading for a slam. ©

Our opening bids of 2v, 24 and 2NT show weak
two-suited hands:

English

2v = 811 HCP, 5 hearts + 5 cards in an
unspecified minor.

24 = 8-11 HCP, 5 spades + 5 cards in another
suit.

2NT= 8-11 HCP, 5-5 in the minors.

All the above bids have strong preemptive
value. They are not too dangerous as partner
can usually escape to our second suit where
necessary.

Our 24 opening requires an announcement, while
the 2v, 24 and 2NT openings require Alerts.

Studying 2¢ multi is indeed worthwhile, as this
convention has become extremely popular. Even
if you don't play it, you should at least understand
what's going on when your opponents use it
(even if nobody else does®©).
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English

Meolti
Yweo
Diameonds

Brian Zietman

uring the League games | picked up one
of my usual hands:

Dealer East, Vul All
West

& 53
v 84
¢ T965432
s 96

Not many points, but what a beautiful shape!
Anyway, My partner opened 2¢ (multi).

What does this mean? We play that it shows
either a weak-two in one of the majors with 6-10
HCP or a normal 2NT opening (balanced 20-22
HCP).

What advantages does this system have?

¢ |t frees up the opening bids of 2v, 24 and
2NT, enabling us to describe many two-
suited hands (more of that later).

e |t avoids the frequent sequence of 2¢
(strong)-2v (relay) followed by 3 or 4
hearts by the opener, who ends up being
dummy with his strong heart hand, while
his partner becomes declarer with a heart
void. ®

e |t confuses the opponents. Unfortunately,
it sometimes confuses us as well. ©

So what was my call with the above hand? Pass!!
In case partner had a weak two in a major, |

[
-

wasn't worried about a 2¢ contract because our
opponents would have been headed to a game
or slam, while in the more likely case that partner
had a balanced 20-22 HCP hand, 2¢ would have
been an excellent contract!

At our table the opponents bid 34, going down
two, while at the other table East used a regular
2NT opening, and our teammates defeated this
contract by four tricks. All in all our team picked
up 12 IMPs.

Then the following hand came along:

Dealer West, Vul E/W

o A & KQJTS3
v KJT943 v2

+ 9853 W =

* Q5 S & K84

| held 10 HCP and opened 2¢ multi with West's
hand. North overcalled 2¥ (presuming that | had
a weak-two in spades!), and this was Passed
out. Oops... down three. ®

At the other table, our opponents defeated four
spades doubled by one trick for another pickup
of 8 IMPs.

Can anybody tell me how could we get to 2v
doubled after North's intervention? ©

Finally, let me explain how our system works.
Our 24 opening shows either 6-10 HCP with six
cards in an unspecified major or 20-22 HCP,
balanced.

When he doesn't have game aspirations,
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