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Board 27. Dealer South, Vul None

& AKJ873
v Q
+ A3
* T965
4 Q 4 65
v AT6 v 143
+ Q542 + T86
& AKQS * J7432
& T942
v K98752
+ K97
&S -

18 HCP. West opens 1¢ with high expectations,
even though his spade shortness is slightly
worrying...

West North East South
Bessis Multon Volcker  Zimmermann
Pass
1¢ 14 Pass 44
Dbl Pass Pass RDbl
Pass 4NT Pass 5%
Pass Ge All Pass

Bessis doubled his opponent’s splinter bid —
well, he had both a good hand and good clubs.
However, this double provided unexpected help
for North-South. Multon could make a waiting
Pass, indicating a good hand, and Zimmerman
redoubled to show first control in clubs —
obviously a void. By now Multon realized they
had a slam, and even a grand was not out of
the question.

When they reached six spades, Bessis realized
too that he didn’t have much of a defense
besides the heart ace and he did well to resist
the temptation to double. Franck Multon easily
made the contract by developing dummy’s
hearts.

At the other table:
West North East South
Martens Cronier  Allavena  Lorenzini
Pass
1¢ 14 Pass 3v
Pass 44 All Pass

This N/S pair were using a different convention,
three hearts was a “fit jump” showing good
hearts plus a 4+ card spade fit. The heart bid
might have discouraged North. Martens did
exceptionally well by keeping quiet and letting
his opponents stop at game unhindered. His
team was rewarded by 11 IMPs.

So, judging by these hands alone, one might
jump to the conclusion that in order to play
like a real champion you must bid your 4-HCP
hands very aggressively while showing great
restraint with 18-HCP hands. | doubt whether
our readers would reap great achievements
by following such advice... Better accept the
fact that champions sometimes make great
decisions which we can hardly fathom.




Ram Soffer

The following two hands are taken from a match
between two very strong teams in the French
team championship which took place on 20
January, 2019.

| am going to focus on the players in the West
seat, two of the greatest bridge personalities of
our time: Highly acclaimed player and coach
Krzysztof Martens (playing for Zimmerman'’s
team) and Thomas Bessis, who by his
early thirties can already boast a long list of
achievements in the strongest events.

On board 25, the bidding was identical at both
tables up to West'’s third turn:

Board 25. Dealer North, Vul E/W

& QT763
v 62

+ Q86
& T32

North East South

Pass 1% 1¢

Pass 1v Dbl 2¢
24 3¢ 34 Pass

?

For Martens this didn’t seem to be much of a
problem. He held four HCP, two of which were
pretty worthless after his opponents bid and
supported diamonds. Nevertheless, partner’s
double over two bidding opponents showed

Ybuﬁ\ VS Experfeh‘ce

quite a strong hand, so he freely bid his five-
card major. Then his partner competed to three
spades over three diamonds, and Martens
Passed.

Bessis took a different view: East’s three-level
competitive bid at unfavorable vulnerability
hinted at extra strength, so despite his meagre
values he took a shot at Four Spades. After all,
playing IMPs such a bid would show a long-run
profit even if the chances of making game were
40%.

When the smoke cleared, it turned out that
Bessis was definitely right:

& I8
v KJ954
+ 153
& K64
& QT763 & AK42
v 62 v AQ73
+ Q86 s 4
& T32 * QJ95
& 95
v T8
¢ AKT972
& A87

Making four spades required a successful heart
finesse (pretty much expected in view of the
bidding) and the inability of the opponents to
ruff a third round of clubs (a fair chance). West's
club ten turned out to be a big card.

Two boards later, our two champions sitting
West held a much stronger hand:
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