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Another interesting deal was played during
the sixth session:

Dealer East, Vul E/W

oA

T

¢ AKJT9653

& 854
& QT62 & 987
¥ AJ953 ¥ Q64
o 74 E B
& T2 & 854

& KJ543

¥ K872

¢ 2

& AJ3

The bidding might go (assuming North/South
play Two over One):

West North East South h
Pass 14
Pass 2¢ Pass 2y
Pass 3¢ Pass 3NT
Pass ?
- J

North has to make a difficult decision in the
third round of bidding. Certainly his hand has
slam potential with eight diamonds headed by
AK and the spade ace opposite his partner’s
one spade opening. However, partner was
not too excited, so Passing 3NT is also an
option. However, the no-trump game might
run into communication problems — perhaps
five diamonds might be better?!

The five pairs playing 3NT had an easy time
as diamonds split 2-2. Those who received a
friendly heart lead managed to make twelve
tricks. Three pairs stopped in five diamonds
and made it easily after the #K lead. Declarer
was unable to enjoy dummy’s spade king, but
the club jack guaranteed the eleventh trick.

Four pairs overbid to six diamonds, and only
one of them was successful. Even after the
diamonds break 2-2, there seem to be two
inescapable losers. So how can six diamonds
be made after the #K Lead? Declarer should
win in dummy and play out all of his diamonds.
West might be afraid of #Ax in the North hand
and keep 4QT6 YA. Of course, East can help
his partner by discarding all his spades, but if
West fails to count the suit and keeps three
spades among his last four cards, North is
going to cash the spade ace and play a heart
(the only chance to make the slam). Suddenly
West is endplayed, being forced to lead a
spade into dummy’s tenace.
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The Israeli Team Championship (also known
as National League) started on October
29, 2021. After 7 out of 11 matches in the
preliminary stage, the interim leaders were
the team composed of Asaf Yekutieli — Aviv
Zeitak — Ehud Friedlander — llay Baniri — Nir
Khutorsky, followed by the teams captained
by Alon Birman and Gilad Ofir. However,
the VP differences are very small with four
matches to go, and the round-robin stage will
be followed by a knock-out stage.

The following exciting deal appeared during
the third session:

Dealer North, Vul E/W

& KT52
¥ 64
¢ T95432
&6
& 876 & QU4
¥ AKQT97 ¥ J8532
¢ 8 ¢ -
& AT2 & KQJ95

¢ AKQJ76
& 8743

2022 INIY' 221 |I')'A

Israeli Team Championship

A possible auction:

West North  East South
Pass 1v 2¢
4¢ 5¢ 5v 6
6v 7¢ Dbl All Pass
\_ J

| assume an initial Pass by North. However
some players did preempt in diamonds (South
must have been checking if he took his cards
from the right board). East may open 2v
instead of 1v if that shows 5-5 in hearts and a
minor according to the system. South is always
going to overcall two or three diamonds. Both
West and North have ample support for their
partners, and the bidding may well go all the
way up to the 7-level.

The only positive score for North-South was
five diamonds doubled and made by Gilad
Ofir — Eran Assaraf. Evidently East-West
should bid at least five hearts. Three pairs
were allowed to play five hearts for a good
score of plus 680 after the automatic diamond
lead. Three other East-West pairs doubled six
diamonds for a meagre plus 100. Two more
courageous pairs bid six hearts and were
allowed to play there. The slam might have
gone down, but nobody found a spade lead.
Finally, three North-South pairs made the right
decision and took a save in seven diamonds.
The penalty was minus 300. This was one of
the cases where a save at the 7-level costs
less than a game. True, it sometimes pushes
the opposition to a making grand slam, but not
this time. Even after a diamond lead, East-
West can make only twelve tricks.
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