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Fisher drew trumps and went after diamonds.
He lost a trick to West's ¢J and discarded his
club loser on the #A. Had he played clubs first,
he would have seen West's void, so he would
probably have guessed diamonds right for +480.
Fortunately for the Schwartz team, a score of
+450 was sufficient to win the board.

The following board (also reported by Ron
Schwartz) was more dramatic:

Dealer East, Vul E/W

a8

v 195

¢ J85432

& T73

& AIT73
v KQ8
+ AQ6
* K5

& -
v AT642
¢ 17

W E

& AJ8642 S
& KQ96542
v 73
+ K9
* Q9

Both Easts upgraded their hand to 20 HCP,
opening 2NT. None of them showed his five-

English

card major, and both Souths, unaware of East's
spades, overcalled 34, a rather obvious decision
at favorable vulnerability.

At this point the auction diverged. Eric Rodwell
(West) doubled for takeout. Jeff Meckstroth
(East) presumed that Christmas had come early
and left the double for penalties. Despite his
strong trumps, this was not a success.

Declarer Lotan Fisher managed to collect four
tricks in 34 doubled — minus 1100. However,
even going down six would have won the
board for his team, for at the other table Boye
Borgeland showed no interest in doubling his
non-vulnerable opponents. He bid 54, showing
a strong two-suiter including hearts. Espen
Lindqgvist duly bid 6%, making all 13 tricks when
the suits broke favorably — plus 1460.

Thus the Schwartz team emerged victorious
once again. In August 2014 they beat Monaco in
the Spingold finals.

Winning two main trophies in a row in this star-
studded field is certainly a special achievement.
During the second half of 2014 Fisher-Schwartz
collected gold medals (while representing Israel)
in the European Team Championship and the
SportAccord World Mind Games as well. Right
now it seems that the sky is the limit for them.
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English

Israeli Winners in
the Reisinger

Ram Soffer

The Reisinger Trophy (originally called the
Chicago Trophy) is one of three main team events
of the North American Bridge Championships,
held three times a year.

In the 215t century the NABCs have become truly
international events, with all the best pairs in the
world taking part.

The Reisinger is a team event with Board-a-
Match scoring. For each board a team can earn
one point for outscoring the opponent — the
margin doesn't matter. You get the same 1 point
for making a grand slam which failed at the other
table as well as for scoring +120 compared to
+110. A tied board gives each team half a point.
Thus in contrast to IMP Teams, every board
matters. Most experts consider BAM Teams to
be the ultimate test of bridge skill.

Twenty years ago, BAM Team events were
almost unheard of outside the United States, but
now this type of event has spread elsewhere. In
fact, BAM Teams has become a regular event
in the annual Tel Aviv Bridge Festival, held each
February.

The Monaco national team won the 2012
and 2013 editions of the Reisinger. This year
they wished to complete a hat-trick of wins.
Unfortunately for them, they didn't make it to the
finals.

The fight for first place was mainly between the
Nickell team (Nickell-Katz, Meckstroth-Rodwell
and Levin-Weinstein) and the Schwartz team
(Richard Schwartz-Graves, Brogeland-Lindqvist
and Fisher-Ron Schwartz).

Israeli bridge fans were rooting for the Schwartz
team, which included Israel's most successful
pair in recent years: Lotan Fisher-Ron Schwartz.
The decisive encounter between Nickell and

Schwartz took place towards the end of the
finals. Here is a board which was won by the
smallest of margins, reported by Ron Schwartz.

Dealer West, Vul None

& AQ65
v 975
¢ K72
& AQ6
o KITS742
v A6

¢ J854

s 93
v 43
*Q
# KJT98432

W =
& - S

o -

v KQJTS2

¢+ AT963
& 75

Both Wests opened 44, and both Norths Passed
— double would have been for takeout.

Of course South should bid something. Steve
Weinstein chose 4NT showing a two-suiter,
and his partner Bobby Levin decided after long
thought to Pass!

4NT was not a bad contract. West led a diamond
and South ducked East's queen in order to keep
an entry to his hearts. East switched to hearts.
Ten tricks were readily available with the help of
a diamond finesse. Declarer would have loved
to make an overtrick, but he missed the chance
of endplaying East by leading a small club from
both hands.

At the other table Lotan Fisher (South) preferred to
play in a major suit. His 5¥ bid ended the auction.
Ron Schwartz (North) knew that his spades honors
were wasted, so he decided to Pass.



Board 13, Dealer North, Vul All

& QJ9g4
v Q9
¢ 986
& 753

& A7

v A862 N

¢ 7

& AKQT96

& T652
v T753
¢ J32
& J4

W =

s K3
v KJ4

¢ AKQTS54
» 82

| opened 1NT — Daniella Birman style —and this
was doubled. My partner redoubled, showing
a long suit. | could see that if her long suit was
clubs then | would be making either a club and 6
Diamonds, or a major suit King and 6 Diamonds.
This time the odds were against me as West
took her six Club tricks and two Aces for down
two — 1000 points lost instead of two spades or
three diamonds making.
Oops! | wonder what were the odds for that to
happen...
| had some interesting comments on my article
Stop, Think, Bid. Let me remind you the hand
and the bidding:

Board 18, Dealer East, Vul N/S

a7
v 1843
¢ QJT8765
&6
& T83 N & AK54
¥ T976 W E v AQS5
¢+ K93 ¢ A42
& T72 & K43
& QJ962
v K2
¢ -
& AQJ985
West North East South
2NT* Pass**
Pass 3¢ Pass Pass
Dbl Pass 34 Dbl
Pass Pass Pass

*no stop ** long pause for thought

English

Result: 34 doubled down two, N/S +300.

Here are thetwo mostinterestingand authoritative
comments, both allowing the 3D bid and the final
result to stand.

Eitan Levy wrote:

1. If Pass is a logical alternative is not a decision
forthe TD - it's a decision for consultants, players
of a suitable standard.

2. The important point often missed: Did
partner's hesitation give any new information?
North knows that his partner has an opening
hand - north knows that partner has to think with
an opening hand after LHO's bid, so what does
the hesitation add to this? The hesitation doesn't
say anything new about South's hand. (You can
consult on this too if you have doubt).

3. EW did not follow regulations (no stop card).
The stop card not only gives the opponent 10
seconds to think, it also warns him that a bid will
be made and he can start thinking. In the case
you quote there is doubt - what is a long time?
10 seconds is a long time. Try this on a player.
Say "go" and then wait 10-12 seconds (by your
watch) and then - only then ask the player how
long you thought. 5, 10, 20, 30 seconds or longer.
For all the above reasons | would allow the 3¢
bid and my guess is that consulting would not
change my opinion.

Andras Booc (Hungary) wrote:

Today in hesitation cases the TD should
investigate what should the hesitation suggested
and based and this assumption may decide
whether there was any unauthorized information
or not.

In this case it was clear that South must have
around 13 HCP. However would anybody
hesitate with 13 HCP and a balanced hand in
red against green when the RHO opened 2NT
(natural)? Absolutely unlikely. Therefore my
assumption is that the hesitation suggested not
the strength but the unbalanced hand. Based
on this assumption bidding with North hand is
definitely less attractive. What North did was
his own risk. The unfavorable result (doubled 2
down) would remain anyway.



English

Calecvlating
the ©dds

Brian Zietman

The following hand was played in League Artzit:
Board 7, Dealer South, Vul All
& K74
v T8762
¢+ Q3
® T53

N

W =
)

)
v AQJ4
¢ AKJS7
* A92

The bidding went as follows:

West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Te
2% Pass Pass 2y
Pass 4v All Pass

The #K was led and | was staring at four possible
losers — one spade, one heart and two clubs.
Had the #A been led, | would have had a #
discard on the #K. At first glance | could see that
the 50% chance of a heart finesse would mean
no heart losers and a making game.

Was there a better line? | knew that the bulk of
the points would be on my left, so finessing did
not seem to be a good idea. | racked my brains,
trying to find a better line and calculate the odds.
Maybe | would lead a spade and the defense
would not take their club winners or not go up
with the spade ace? Maybe pigs will fly?
Apparently diamonds had good potential for a
club discard, but | would need them to be 3-3

(36%). Maybe the ¥K would drop singleton?
That brought it up to about 44%. | spotted
another possibility - what if the Diamonds were
4-2 and the ¥K was doubleton together with the
doubleton or singleton Diamond? That would
mean a specific holding by West of 4-2-2-5 of
4-2-1-6. In view of his overcall, it was a distinct
possibility. | could not work it out but it seemed
to add a few extra percentage points to my
calculation. If someone can calculate these odds
for me, | would be grateful.
So | took the #K with my #A, laid down the YA (no
singleton king) and played on diamonds — small
to the Q and small to the A. The critical moment
had arrived. | led the ¢K and West considered
carefully before discarding a spade. | happily got
rid of a losing Club and led my ¢J — this time she
ruffed with her king but it did not help her, as |
discarded yet another club. 12 IMPs for the good
guys.
Below is the full hand:
& K74
v T8762
¢+ Q3
® T53
& AJT6
v K3
¢ 42
& KQJ74

& Q9853
v 95

+ T965
* 86

W =

)
v AQJ4
+ AKJS7
& A92

Unfortunately, | managed to give back 15 IMPs
on the following hand:
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