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However, Blakset was perfectly aware of the
trump position and he exited with the spade
four! Muller won the 46 and led a diamond.
South discarded a club, and North won with
the ¢Q. Lahrmann found the only winning
return, a club. East could not afford to ruff with
the eight and get overruffed, so he ruffed high
with the queen.

At this point, Blakset underruffed with his
spade two — pure brilliance!

Muller led another diamond, won by North's
king, and this was the position with three cards
to go:
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Lahrmann led the club ten, and now we can
see the point of underruffing two tricks earlier.
Had Blakset discarded a heart instead, he
would have been forced to ruff at this point
and lead away from his 497 at trick twelve.

However, in the current position, if East
discards, then South discards as well and
North is going to lead to the twelfth trick. If
East ruffs low, South overruffs and continues
with the vK. Either way, declarer can score
only one more trick, so Muller was unable to
make his doubled contract. Denmark scored
+200.

You might think that this otherworldly defense
netted Denmark a big swing. Wrong! At the
other table in the same contract, South also
led the diamond ace followed by a heart. The
Danish declarer won the heart ace and... at
trick three he shunned the club finesse and
led a spade, accepting a heart loser! This
timid play led to the doubled contract being
defeated by two tricks, North-South +500 with
a swing of 7 IMPs in favor of Netherlands! The
Dutchmen narrowly won the match 35:32.
Eventually they were crowned European
champions.

This is the hallmark of winners: they usually
find a way to win even after an extremely
brilliant play by their opponents.
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The following defense by the Danish pair
Blakset — Lahrmann was in my opinion one
of the highlights of this year’s European Open
Championship at Madeira. It is taken from
the match against Netherlands, the eventual
winners and new European champions.

Board 25. Dealer North, Vul E/W
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South is dealt a nice one spade opening hand.
Suddenly, East opens two spades, vulnerable
vs not.

West North  East South<\
De Wijs Lahrmann Muller  Blakset
Pass 24 Pass
Pass Dbl All Pass
- J

Despite the bad trump break, beating two
spades is not easy. Blakset led the diamond
ace, followed by the heart seven (giving away
the contract according to Deep Finesse). West

Amazing Defense - Unrewarded

captured North’s ¥Q with his ace and hurried
to take the successful club finesse, discarding
his heart loser.

Now it was essential to play another club,
ruffed in hand, preparing for the end game. In
this type of hand it is usually advantageous for
declarer to shorten his trumps. Instead, Muller
ruffed a heart in hand. Let us see how his
opponents took advantage of this minuscule
error.

Next came a small spade from hand. South
captured dummy’s king with his trump ace,
and the following cards remained:
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East had already scored four tricks, and the
queen-jack of spades were high. A side suit
lead at this point would have let him score the
46 via a ruff, and later it would be impossible
to prevent an endplay which would let the 48
score as well, resulting in two spades doubled
and made.
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