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running their tricks - they may try to collect
a heart trick, first thing.

2-3. Play a club to dummy's honor and
lead a spade. If South follows with 9e,
then duck the trick into the safe North
hand. This maneuver will gain when
South holds three spades such as the
Q-10-9 and would otherwise have gained
the lead to play a diamond through
the king. Additionally, South must hold
maximum club doubleton (or you could
have discarded a diamond on the fourth
club). North must also hold the diamond
ace.

South holding in spades:

All these reservations make us to look
for security at the level of 2-3%, often
losing an overtrick. Also, following the
recommended line will occasionally result
in going down in a cold game. Suppose
the North hand is as follows:

& J10

v J93

¢+ A109
& 107642

South will ruff the second round of clubs
play through the king of diamonds, beating
the contract by two tricks. We may argue to
what extent safety play makes any sense.
In my opinion, wasting your energy and
causing fatigue by long analyses is more
harmful than the possible losses resulting
from faulty assessment of risk.

So, this is my advice - do not concentrate
on looking for ultra safe solutions, that
may result in lost overtricks or additional
under tricks. In the long run it does not pay.
Focus your attention on the atmosphere
at the table, make your judgment of the
situation and analyze opening leads.

English

| have divided the problems on declarer
play into four categories.

o Clubs &.
The problems do not require long
analysis. It is enough to know the
main theme.

o Diamonds +.
You have to have an idea of the
required technique. Once you find
your way, you will not encounter
any problems.

o hearts .
Knowledge of the required technique
and good analytical skill are needed to
handle these problems.

o Spades #.
Problems marked as spades are
difficult, complicated and multi-
variant. Solving such a problem will
give you a lot of satisfaction.

We will see in next articles hands
composed by me and you face your
opponents in the Open Room and then
compare your results with those achieved
in the Closed Room. On each hand you
may win or lose a lot of MPs.

The defenders will play natural leads
against you:

a) fourth best,

b) high from the doubleton,

c) second best from three and
more cards.

Krzysztof Martens published 12 books — high
level bridge, You can find all in website
www.martensuniversity.com



English

DYNAMIC
DECLARER PLAY

Krzysztof Martens

Declarer play is one of the most attractive
and favored elements of bridge training.
Aplayer who has ambition to be on par with
the best must have extensive knowledge
in this area. The time available at a bridge
table is limited. A player who wastes too
much time on technical analysis of the
hand will not be able to concentrate fully
on these aspects:

1. Analyzing the opening lead.

2.  Operating skillfully with small cards
to obstruct the defenders' signals.

3.  Making psychological plays.
4. Demonstrating table presence.
5.  Camouflaging his intentions.

Spending more time on analysis also gives
the defenders more time for their own
analysis. If declarer plays efficiently and
promptly, this can provoke the defenders
into routine moves. Finally, prolonged
analysis over many deals can cause a
deterioration in the player's condition,
unnoticeable during the beginning of the
championship but more apparent at a
further stage.

How can we handle this? An outstanding
bridge player should be aware of all the
technical problems he may encounterin a
given deal after a few seconds. He should

not have to spend some time trying to
spot them and analyses. The situation is
similar to mathematical classes at school.
After solving fifteenth mathematical
problems of the same kind, students can
do it automatically. Once all the standard
techniques are known, the only thing to be
done is to input different data. Not knowing
the techniques, they have to be calculated
afresh each time. How much effort does
this waste? Practicing declarer play can
be compared with learning mathematics
at school. First we learn formulae and
techniques and then we acquire the skill
of analytical thinking, it is essential that
the bridge problems we solve serve the
supreme objective of teaming declarer's
play - developing the skill of creative and
critical thinking and precise analysis.

Let's look at a typical safety play. It is a
problem on declarer play composed by
Paul Lukacs.

& AKS8653 & 742
vA v Q65
+ K84 W & [t
* 853 & AKQJ

Contract 44 by W. Lead v3
This is solution suggested by the author:
1. Play the queen of hearts from

dummy. If this is covered with the king,
the opponents will have more problems in



an entry to dummy declarer was bound to loose
a spade trick otherwise."

"Right!" he promptly replies. “My only concern
was that partner might be 3-0-5-5 with the King
of Spades but people usually use 2NT overcall
for minors with such hands. A take-out double of
1 Heart is also possible. And if he is something
like 4-1-3-5 there is no hope, but such hands call
for take-out double, not 2& overcall."

‘I was little surprised at the end” he continues.

English

"He did not cash the ace of spades before playing
the third club. Obviously there is no way to beat
4v unless | ruff the third club. Therefore | was
pretty sure he has the King of Spades not the
Ace. People sometimes go to bed with an Ace if
playing with a partner who does not blindly follow
suite preference."

You realized it was time for a second glass of the
famous Cabernet Sauvignon.
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English

Going teo Bed
with ¢n BAce

Time to Remember Victor Mollo

Nikola Tcholakov

You clearly remember this board you watched
in your favorite club last weekend. All three
players at the table were the most competent
Hogs in the club, the fourth was a newcomer
with unknown skill from a distant country. You
were in the South-West position seeing this:

& Q8 N
v 974
¢+ AKJ54 W E
* Q82 S
& A109
v3
¢ Q1082
% AK1093

East Hog No.1 is the dealer and opens 1v —
five card majors. South Hog No.2 bids cautious
2# avoiding take-out double. You approve such
aforethought knowing quite well that these days
everybody in the North seat jumps in spades
after any take-out double from partner.

West Hog No.3 bids 2¢, Pass from the
newcomer in the North seat, 2v¥ from East —
a waiting bid as explained. Pass from South,
West produces an invitational raise to 3v, Pass
from North and East closes the bidding with 4.

South cashes two high clubs, North produces
encouraging cards, East drops the Jack on
the second trick and South continues with the
Club 10 — a clear suite preference for spades.
North ruffs and immediately exits with the 7.
Everybody around the table raised eyebrows
but the contract was doomed the full board
being:

& J652
v 10852
¢ 763
& 75

& K743
v AKQI6
*9

& J64

& Q8
v 974
¢ AKJ54

W =
* Q82 S

& A109
v3

+ Q1082
& AK1093

Later in the evening you met the newcomer
in the bar and invited him for a glass of Peter
Michael's Au Paradis vintage 2012.

"You probably use reverse suit preference
signals in you country” you started a friendly
chat remembering the diamond switch after he
ruffed the club. "Not at all!" he replied and added:
“We do not use signals. We use our heads.” And
presents his views of the board: “After the bidding
and the first three tricks it was an open book, a
double dummy problemless. Declarer has solid
hearts and one high card in spades. What else
could he have for his opening bid? Then, if | attack
spades, he should rise with ace, knowing quite
well from the bidding where the spade king is
lurking. And after cashing all his trumps South will
be squeezed in diamonds and spades. Therefore,
you see, it was vital to cut communications with
dummy in diamonds right now."

"But what about East having six hearts and
diamond void?” you object cautiously. "Without
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