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West cashed 45 and Marty had a crucial decision
to make. Was West's thirteenth card #Q or 497 A
diamond discard would have cut the damage to
minus 4000 (seven down vulnerable, redoubled).

&5 However, Marty discarded the king of clubs.
V- Consequently, his wife refused to trust him in
* - the future, telling everyone how “he never took
*Q a trick”.
o -
v. Eventually Marty admitted his error. Suppose
* A West held a singleton #9 and a singleton 9.
&K Wouldn’t she have led a diamond after Marty

opened the bidding with a natural one club?!
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Ram Soffer

This is the first article in a series which will
feature huge bridge disasters: misbids,
misunderstandings, misplays, misdefenses etc.,
as well as some cases of just being extremely
unlucky.

Our first exhibit is taken from Matthew &
Pamela Granovetter’'s excellent book: “Tops
and Bottoms”, a highly amusing collection of
unusual hands contributed by many world-class
players.

| have some doubts regarding the authenticity
of the following deal. It seems just too horrible to
be true. Yet bridge reality sometimes surpasses
the wildest imagination. Even if this is just a
made-up story, it is still worthy of publication.

Our anti-hero, Marty Cohn, claims to have
played against two of the worst players in the
club during “the early stages of instructing my
wife in the finer points of the game”. He was
sitting South, dealer and vulnerable.

& JT
v T98
+ 8765
* JT87
& AQ7654 N s 932
v AQJ65 v 432
.- W =03
* Q9 S & AS5432
s K8
v K7
+ AKQIT42

» K6

Horror Correr (1) —
Minus 4600

Contract: 2NT redoubled by South; Lead: #9

West North East South
1%
1e Pass Pass INT
2y Pass 24 2NT
Dbl Pass Pass RDbl
Pass Pass Pass

Were Marty and his wife playing a strong-club
system? Well, not exactly. Marty “toyed with
the idea of opening two or three notrump”, but
decided on a cunning one club natural opening,
perhaps hoping to induce a diamond lead
against notrump.

This hand was played during the 1950s. Michaels
cuebids were not yet invented, so West bid her
suits naturally. Marty bid slowly to 2NT, which
seemed a foolproof contract as after any major
suit lead he would have eight immediate tricks.
He was delighted when West doubled and
“confidently redoubled” for business.

According to Marty, “West was a little old lady
who did not believe in leading away from
tenaces”. Her choice of #9 worked brilliantly.
East won with #A and switched to 43, next trick
he played 42 (not by deep design, just forgetting
to unblock). He won trick 4 with 49 and switched
to hearts. Yet another of South’s kings bit the
dust, and West easily cashed all her major suit
winners. This was the situation at trick 12:
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