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diamond ace-king, go over to partner’s hand
by underleading his/her heart ace and get a
diamond ruff. With East being on lead, | can’t
see this happening at the table, unless West
makes a lead-directing bid of four diamonds
instead of four hearts.

In actual play, the winning pair was doubled in
four spades and scored minus 300 for a near-
top.

Here is another very interesting deal, played
in the second session:

Dealer North, Vul All

& KQJT974
' -

¢ A6

& Q986

& 532
» 987
E e
& KJ42

os N
v Q42
o To5432 WU

& T3 S

& A6
@ AKT653
¢ Q7
& A75

A possible auction (playing the Two over One
system):

West North East South h
14 Pass 2v (1)
Pass 34 (2) Pass 44 (3)
Pass 44 (3) Pass 4NT
Pass 54 (4) Pass 1L
Pass Pass Pass
- J

(1) Game-Forcing, 5+ hearts

(2) Setting spades as trump, showing a
powerful suit with extras

(3) Cue-bid

(4) Two Keycards out of five plus the queen of
trump.

South knows his partner has a strong spade
suit (at least 6) headed by the KQ plus the
diamond ace. In my opinion he should show
healthy optimism and bid seven spades based
on the potential to develop his heart suit.

In actual play, the North-South pairs were
much more cautious. Seven spades was bid
in only three out of twenty two tables. One
pair overbid to seven no-trump and four pairs
were happy to stop in game. The most popular
contract by far was six spades.

Now | have a question for my readers: With
all fifty-two cards in view, would you rather
play or defend seven spades?

The normal lead is a trump, which allows
the contract to be made! North should win in
dummy with the spade ace, notice the spade
eight dropping from West's hand and play
high from his own hand. Next he should ruff
a heart, re-enter dummy with the spade six
(1), ruff another heart, draw East’s last trump,
enter dummy with the club ace and run the
heart suit, pitching three clubs and a diamond
— Plus 2210!

However, seeingallfifty-two cards, West should
be leading the king of clubs — prematurely
removing a vital entry to dummy. Now declarer
is prevented from enjoying dummy’s long
hearts and in the long run a club trick must still
be lost — Minus 100! A small club will not do —
out of desperation, North is going to play small
from dummy and run it to his club queen.

At two tables declarer still went down in seven
spades after East led the two of spades. In
fact, playing the spade six at trick one from
dummy is a legitimate try which would work if
East led from a doubleton 82.
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The last national event to be played in 2021
was the lIsraeli Club Championship Final,
for pairs who finished in the top places of
their respective club’s championship. This
competition consisted of two 18-board
Matchpoint sessions played in the final day of
2021, and the winners were:

1. Albert Ittah — Efraim Taragan 60.28%
2. Avi Amar - David Tseitin 58.64%
3. Shaul Rashti — David Goldring 58.11%

In the following deal from the first session, the
winning pair was the only one to save in four
spades over the opponents’ cold four heart
contract, and they scored 86%.

Dealer West, Vul E/W

& JT865

v7

¢ QJ75

& KQ6
o A92
@ KQ5

13N, 9632

& T75

& KQ73

v 64

o T84

& J984
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The usual auction was:

West North East South
1v Pass 2v Pass
49 Pass Pass Pass

East-West reach an easy four hearts game and
score eleven tricks for +650. The top contract
of 3NT is extremely hard to find. Three East-
West pairs overbid to a slam, and they were
duly disappointed.

However, North’s initial Pass was not
obligatory. How about this auction:
\
West North East South
1v 1e 2v 3a
4v 4e Pass Pass
?
- J

South’s jump to three spades is of course
preemptive, and North is happy to save at
favorable vulnerability. In my opinion, East’s
(forcing) Pass over North’s four spades is a
“green light” for partner to bid on, and West
should definitely bid five hearts at Matchpoints
with his/her powerful hand, that is — powerful
in offence but not good enough for a penalty
of +800. Will South be brave enough to save
again in five spades?

If he does, North-South are probably going to
be rewarded, because East’s natural lead is
the king of hearts, after which the defense can
take no more than five top tricks. The only way
to arrive at six tricks is for West to start with the
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