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English

DLR: South VUL: E/W South opens 14 (too weak to open 1¥ and

reverse because the ¢K is not necessarily worth

& A976 anything). West makes an unusual 2NT overcall
¥ KQ953 and North supports spades. East wishes to play
¢ 86 5 of either minor, but South bids 54 (or 5¥). Now
* T6 E/W, with an eye on the vulnerability, either bid a
: 57 : Ie4 small slam or not.
* AJO3? = , QT754 The N/S pairs who were left to pla?/ t?v made it
» AQS43 * K9752 and gained 7 IMES F)r even 10 IMP's if doubled.
By the way, 5v is impregnable but 54 can go
+ KQ532 down after a heart lead (or continuation) which
v AJT642 is ruffed.
;? The courageous E/W pairs (only 3 out of 18)

who bid the minor suit slam gained a whopping
17 IMPs! What a swing!

1a

2NT 34 ANT 54
?
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English

From the Israeli Championship

Brian Zietman

On the weekend of May 21-22 my wife Maggy
and | played in the Israeli championship. The level
was very tough even in section B. IMPs scoring
can be very cruel because you can lose so much
on just a single board, especially after working
arduously to scrape some solitary IMPs on part
scores and overtricks. Then a slam comes along
and you lose 12 IMPs in one shot.

Aviv Dvir partnered by llan Heller scored such a
hand against us. He made an excellent recovery
after his partner put him in an ambitious slam.
Here is the hand (rotated for convenience):

DLR: South VUL: Both

4 Q73

v QT4

* 19764

*K6
2 186 -
v 17532 v K98
* T8 W = 4 K32
£ Q05 S PRy

& AKT92

v A6

+ AQ5

* A87

Brian llan Maggy Aviv

2¢
Pass 3¢ Pass 3e
Pass 4ANT Pass 5¢
Pass Ga Pass Pass
Pass

2¢ was strong. It was a very ambitious slam
indeed with 21 points opposite 8 points and
balanced distributions, especially since they
were missing two kings.

| was faced with an unpalatable lead round to
the strength of declarer and remembering the
advice of my late friend Yvonne Simhon "when
you don't know what to lead, then you should
lead your longest suit". | duly led a small heart
and that was declarer's first dilemma: to play the
T or the Q? He wrongly guessed the Q which
was duly covered by the K, leaving my J high.
Aviv was now facing a heart loser and a possible
diamond loser, and he had to ruff a club as well.
First things first: #K, #A and a club ruff. Now he
played a small spade to the Q and small diamond
to the Q. The successful line is to run the ¢J, as
the ¢T and 8 drop doubleton. Anyway, having
negotiated this hurdle it was time to draw trumps.
He was fortunate that the trumps were 3-2 and
now he played the A hoping to drop the K. Again
no such luck and it appeared that he still had to
lose a heart and a diamond. He led a heart. | had
to go up with the J, and all | had left was hearts.
So | was forced to allow him to discard his losing
diamond on the ¥T which was now high. Good
recovery, Aviv!

Here is another cruel hand which could make or
break your score.
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