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English

the ¢T. Eventually he threw me in with the ¢K,
forcing me to lead into his club tenace.

Had | kept all my spades, | would have been able
to escape this endplay.

Of course, Lilo could have made life much easier
by running the &7 at trick 3, but in order to do that
he would have to peek into my partner's hand.
His chosen line took full advantage of my mistake.
He received an absolute top and got an article
written about his brilliant play. Much better!

Lilo Poplilov
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English

Ops ond
Downs in the
Mixed Pdirs

Brian Zietman

Unfortunately we had more downs than ups in
the Mixed Pairs finals. It really is a pretty tough
event. Firstly, one has to play in the regional
preliminaries to qualify. This is a one-day event.
Two weeks later one has the semifinals on Friday
and the finals the very next day.

28 pairs qualified for final A. Seeing the level of
players in final B is quite daunting, because it
was filled with top quality players, so one could
imagine what it is like in final A.

We faced Lilo Poplilov in top form in the hand
shown below:

Dealer North, Vul None

s K
¥ QT98763
¢ Q98
& 32
& AQ982 & 75
v 2 v KJ4
¢ 6543 W E ¢ A7
& K98 & AJ754
& JT643
v AS
¢ KT2
& QT6
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Clara  Maggy Lilo Brian
3y Pass Pass
KT Pass 3NT All Pass

My partner opened 3¥ in the North seat. Lilo had
to pass with 14 HCP, but Clara Hetz balanced
aggressively and the notrump game was
reached.

| chose the natural YA lead and continued the
suit. Lilo took the vQ with the ¥K, discarding
a diamond from dummy. Now he led a spade
to the queen, losing to the bare king. A heart
was returned and Lilo knew that he couldn't
let Maggy in. This trick put me under some
pressure. Eventually | discarded a spade, a
mistake. | should have kept parity with dummy
and discarded a diamond instead. Generally,
when one holds length in dummy's long suit, one
has to hang on to every one of those cards.
Anyway, next came a spade to the «T and «Q,
and the next spade was won by my «J. Now |
played a small diamond to the Q and A. Leading
my 4K wouldn't have worked as well, since
declarer can duck.

This was the position at trick 7:

& -

v 98

¢ 98

& 32
& 82 N
v -
¢+ 6
& K98

& -
v-
¢ J7
& AJ75

wW E

46
v -

¢ KT
* QT6

Lilo led a club to the king and cashed two spades,
discarding a diamond and a club. | had to discard
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