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English

On

Ctiquette and Cthics

Brian Zietman

Here are 10 improvementsin behavior thatlwould
like to see during bridge tournaments in Israel:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Tournament  directors  starting the
tournaments on time, without players
arriving late and delaying the proceedings.
| remember playing a tournament in
England. At 7:55 p.m. all the players,
without exception, occupied their seats.
At exactly 8:00 p.m. the tournament
director came in to the room and said
very quietly: "OK, you can start now". Play
began immediately in perfect silence.

Less talking by directors. Once | was
playing a tournament in Canada — 2
sections of 18 tables each. After 9
rounds the director said: "Please move
to the next round" and every East-West
in the room knew to skip a table. The
director didn't even mention the need to
skip. Apart from announcing to move to
the next table, the director's voice was
not heard at all during the tournament.

A more pleasant approach to players
by directors. The players pay good
money to participate in tournaments and
sometimes make mistakes — like revokes
or insufficient bids. There is no point in
shouting at the players. It would be far
more pleasant if directors could show
more respect to the players, making the
ruling with humor and without emotion.

Less talking by players and less body
language. This is another word for cheating,
and it has to come from the way we educate
our new players and also our youngsters.

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

Respect for partners. One of Modi
Konigsberg's favorite expressions is: "l
have never made a mistake in bridge...
on purpose". Remember: your partner
is on your side. He wants to win just as
much as you do. It doesn't help to call
him an idiot or worse, it will only ruin
your chances of doing well in the next
board. If your partner makes a mistake,
he probably knows it before you do. On
the other hand, a short remark like "Well
played, partner" or "Good switch, partner"
can do wonders for partnership harmony.

Less gloating and more respect for
opponents. Shaking hands when
the opponents make a mistake and
demonstrably congratulating one another
on a top score is very unpleasant.

Less post-mortems. When the handis over
it is much more pleasant to arrive at the
next table with a short greeting to the new
opponents rather than remain agitated
over partner's play in the previous round.

No mobile
exist

phones. How did we
before they were introduced?

When | am directing a tournament, |
am very frustrated when | am called by
one player, yet the whole table starts
interrupting and trying to have their say.
Don't they realize that they are harming
their cause? If the player who called is
allowed to have his say, and the others
listen and respond to the questions of the
director, then the problem will be solved
much more equitably and fairly. Those who
interrupt or talk loudly are automatically
judged more harshly by me and | am sure
that other directors act in the same way.

10)More teaching of ethics and etiquette to

our beginner's classes — not just learning
how to play the game.



Here dummy continues with the #A and a small
spade. West, thrown in with the 4K and having
nothing but clubs, must lead this suit, thereby
giving two tricks to declarer, who makes it to
nine tricks via two spades, four hearts, one
diamond and two clubs. If West doesn't wish to
be endplayed, he may keep his smallest spade
(winning the “strange competition” in spades),
but the third spade trick will be declarer's ninth.

Declarer also has a solution for the toughest
opening lead — hearts ©

Finally, we come back to trick 1. Since the ¢
lead doesn't help, why not try attacking the
communications immediately by leading a
heart? Indeed this is the most challenging lead
for the declarer (who said “Always lead partner’s
suit!” ? ©).

I'm not going to describe all the lines which fail
for declarer (for example, winning the first heart
in dummy does not work). | will show the only
one which wins.

Winning the first trick in hand, declarer plays a
diamond to the Q and K.

Now:

1. On a spade return he plays the Q and ducks
in dummy. After any continuation he wins all the
obvious tricks, ending in dummy, and endplays
West with the last spade.

2. On a heart return he wins all hearts, ending in
dummy and plays a spade to the Q. The rest is
simple.

3. On a diamond return he wins, leads a small
spade to West’'s J and dummy's A ,and then
plays back a spade to South's Q and West's K,
thus reaching this position:

English

s 52 9
v T76 5

. - T964
& ATS Q2

Whatever West does now can't prevent declarer
from cashing his hearts, throwing West in with
the fourth spade and winning two clubs.

A final word

At long last, | can't see any more possibilities,
neither for declarer nor for the defense, and |
wish to stop at this optimistic moment. Declarer
may try to collect nine tricks in three different
ways:

1. 3-4-1-1 (that is: 3 spades, 4 hearts, 1 diamond
and 1 club)

This was the actual line at the table. West, after
winning the first club trick, should find the play of
the &K to defeat this plan.

2. 2-3-1-3 (Developing clubs, starting with a
small heart to dummy)

My first impression of this line as the best one
was a little bit impulsive. Indeed, this is the only
line which doesn't require West to have the &J,
but it requires him to have at least four hearts. It
is unusual, but the friendly 3-3 distribution is not
good here: West simply has no fourth heart to be
endplayed with.

This line may be defeated by a heart opening
lead or a spade switch by East at trick two.

3. 2-4-1-2 (Eliminating the red suits from West's
hand and throwing him in with the last spade in
order to win two clubs)

This line survives any defense, but it requires
West to have the «J.

The reader who was patient enough to stay with
me till the end, can see that despite being a fan
of declarer, | have tried to find improvements
for both sides. However, maybe someone can
still correct me or find new ideas in this ordinary
looking layout.




English

This is the position after the first two diamond tricks:

& AT43
v K942
¢ -

& JO3

& KJ52 N

v T763
. -

s 987
v s
+ T964
& Q2

W =

& ATS S
s Q6
v AQS
¢ 3
& K7654

My new plan is: ¥ to the K, North's #9 to West’s
»T, heart (best) to South's A and #K to West’s
#A. Another heart to South's Q creates the
following position:

& AT43

v 9

¢ -

s ]
& KJ52 & 087
v T v -
L ¢+ T96
L ) L 3

South leads a club to dummy's J and exits with
the ¥9, discarding his last diamond. Only spades
remain in West's hand. No matter which of them
he plays, South gains an entry to his established
clubs.

For sure this is the correct plan, although it was
not mine at the table. Apparently we have a
happy end, but...

They can beat it by unblocking in hearts ®
What if in the above diagram West doesn't
wish to be endplayed and keeps a small heart
instead?

This would be the position after North's #J won
the trick:

o AT43
v o
¢ -
S -

& KJ52

v 3

¢ -

S -

s Q6
v -
* 3
* 76

Declarer wins the heart trick presented to him by
West, but he may never reach his established
clubs, nor can he make three spades. The
defense wins two spades, two clubs and one
diamond for one down.

I can make it by unblocking in hearts as well ©
West may discard his high hearts, but dummy
can do it as well, and since he possesses the
v2, he will win this strange competition: “who
remains with the smallest heart?”. The position
will be similar to the last but one diagram, in
which declarer wins. Again (as it happened
at the table with spades), had the ¥2 and ¥3
been exchanged between North and West, the
contract would fail. Thus we come to a rather
strange conclusion: the side possessing the
lowest heart is going to win the battle.

One more attack repulsed ©

Have we reached the end at last, or does the
defense have more possibilities? (I am sorry,
they have... ©).

| originally analyzed the hand after the first two
"obvious" tricks in diamonds. Were they so
obvious? Why should East, having no side entry,
continue diamonds at trick two? Once on lead, he
should try to help his partner by leading a spade.
The idea is to develop two spade tricks while the
defenders still have two club stoppers. Indeed,
the spade switch destroys declarer’s plan, but
fortunately for him a new plan is available.

On a spade return by East at trick two, South
plays the Q, West — the K, and North ducks. West
continues spades and declarer finesses the T,
plays a diamond to his A, wins four hearts by
finessing dummy's 9 and reaches the following
position:



And this was the position after 10 tricks:

& AT3
v -
. -
& -

& KJ2

v -

. -

&~ -
& 6
v -
. -
& 76

| led the T from dummy, East dropped the 9,
West won with the #J and had to lead the 42
from his K2 to the 4A3 in dummy. Since it was
known that East had no more spades, | won the
trick with the 3! Had the 2 and 3 of spades been
exchanged in this end position, the contract
would have failed. | actually won three spades,
four hearts, one diamond and one club, making
nine tricks.

Though it was funny to take the cheapest
possible trick with the 3, | realized that | was
strongly assisted by both opponents — West
(who was playing 3/5 leads) led the 45 instead
of the 2, and East made an early discard from
his 4987. What would have happened had they
kept their spade spots? Could | make it against
the best defense? | was eager to know...

I can make it against a better defense! ©
Let's look at the position after trick 7, when
West wins the #T and assume that East has not
discarded a spade.

& AT43

& KJ52 & 987
v - v -
¢ - ¢ T9
& A8 * Q

East plays the #2 (not the 5) and South wins with
the Q.
Now South should not hurry to play clubs.

English

Instead he leads a spade. West must play an
honor, and North plays small. Now West has no
answer: if he plays a spade, South can finesse
the T and then switch to clubs, while playing
#A and another club gives South the rest of the
tricks.

They can beat 3NT?! ©®

It is too early to celebrate — maybe the defense
can do better?! What if in the previous diagram
West does not lead a small &, but rather the aK?
This will be the position after North wins with the #A:

& T43

v -

¢ -

& I3
s 52 N & 08
v - v -
. - W =
& A8 S *Q

4 Q

v -

¢ -

& K765

Now declarer can't win more than two tricks: if he
plays a small club to the Q and K, West exits with
a spade while clubs are blocked, and eventually
declarer will be forced to play from dummy's T4
to West's #J5.

If he plays a spade to the Q and then the &K,
West wins with the #A and continues a club, with
the same result.

So 3NT could be beaten, the defense winning
two spades, one diamond and two clubs...

A new plan succeeds! ©

| was disappointed. On the one hand | attempt to
reach the true conclusion, but on the other hand
| would like it to be in favor of the declarer, so
let's make one more try.

Up to now | analyzed some details, but did not
look at the whole hand. What really happened?
| can't make three spades, but | didn't have it in
mind anyway. | was planning to develop clubs and
made only one club trick due to lack of entries.
Why? From the very beginning | removed all my
entries in hearts due to my fear of blocking the
suit. Had | won three hearts, three clubs, the ¢A
and the #A, | would still have a good chance for
the ninth trick in hearts or spades.



English

In memory of Andrei Baranov

A story about two
major deuces

(An attempt at post-mortem analysis)
Boris Vilsker

How it was played
Some time ago, playing in BBO (neither side
vulnerable), | got the following hand:
South

& Q6
v AQS8
¢ A83

® K7654
My partner passed, my RHO bid 2¢ (natural and
weak), and | bid 2NT which my partner raised to
3NT, so the whole bidding was:

West ‘ North East South
Pass 2¢ 2NT
Pass 3NT All Pass

West led the ¢7 and partner laid down his hand:

& AT43
v K942
¢ Q
& J93

N

W =
S

& Q6

v AQS8

¢ A83

& K7654
The ¢Q was covered by the K and ducked. After
winning the second diamond with the A, | had to
decide how to develop clubs while keeping East
off lead. There was no hope if East had #A or
#QT, but if he had #Tx(x) or #Qx(x), | might have
a chance. In any case, clubs should be started
from dummy.
The only reasonable way to reach dummy was

in hearts. | cashed the YAQ first (in order not to
block the suit), East playing the ¥J on the second
round. | successfully finessed dummy's ¥9 (East
discarding a small ¢). On the vK East discarded
the 47 and South — his last ¢.

Now the #9 was played from dummy, 2 from
East, 4 from my hand and West won the trick
with the #T.

After some thought West led the #5. There was
nothing to do if East had the #K, so | played small
(say it was the 4) from dummy, 8 from East and
| won with the Q.

How should | play clubs now? Did West have #AT
and East #Qxx or rather West #ATx and East
#Qx? In view of the earlier spade discard (which
was inaccurate, for sure) | had a strong feeling
that East's distribution was 3-6-2-2 with three
small spades, (he would hardly have discarded
from Jxx) and therefore the #K could drop the Q.
When | played the #K next East indeed dropped
his Q, and West won with the #A and put me in
dummy with his last club.

The full hand looked like this:

& AT43
v K942
¢ Q2
& J93
& KJ52 N
v T763
¢ 75

& 987

v s

+ KJT964
* Q2

W =

& ATS S
s Q6
v AQS
+ AS83
& K7654
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