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English

Gambling 3NT
Brian Zietman

You can count yourself really lucky when a
lesson you learned just a few days earlier comes
up in the play. This is what happened to me in
the National Tournament at Wizo, Petah Tikva.
First the lesson by Moti Gelbard — No. 37 on
Preemptive Bids — from the wonderful and
informative  website  www.bestbridge.co.il.
(reproduced with permission) ©
Preemptive Bids: Lesson No. 37
The bid:
You are East and your partner opens 3NT. What
do you bid?

& AKQ2

¥ KJ765

¢ 84

& T8

Correct answer: 4%

Explanation:

Partner, West, opened 3NT.

How do we interpret his bid?

3NT shows a long 7-8 card minor headed by
the AKQ, without an outside ace or king and
without a 4 card major.

We have stoppers in the majors but not in
the minors.

Therefore we will bid 4% and not Pass.
Partner will Pass if his suit is clubs, else he

will correct to 4¢. ©
Now let's see Board No. 9 at Petah Tikva:

& 93
v 32

¢ AKQT954

& 75

& ATT72
v AQ95
*7

& KTS2

& Q54
v 764
* 82

W =

* AQJ63 S
& KJ86
v KJTS
+ 163
& 94

My partner (North) opened 3NT. The idea
behind the bid is that you have a 7-trick hand,
and all you need is 2 tricks from partner to make
your contract. In addition, it has an excellent
preemptive value, as the opponents are forced to
the four-level if they want to compete. If partner
is strong, we may reach game or slam in our
minor suit.

East doubled, and | had a decision to make. |
knew my partner had a 7-card suit headed by
the AKQ in one of the minors. As far as | was
concerned, it could be either of them. Before the
lesson, | would have taken a chance on passing
and hoping that partner had a 7-card club suit
and maybe a doubleton queen in diamonds.
However, | remembered the lesson and realized
that because | have one suit (either clubs or
diamonds) unstopped, | must take it out. | bid 4%
and partner corrected to 4¢ — down one.

Can you see what a disaster 3NT doubled would
have been? East would have led one of his aces
(the recommended defense against gambling
3NT, giving him a chance to see the dummy).
Even before seeing the dummy he would know
that declarer's long minor suit was diamonds
(since he holds #KT82), but after seeing the
dummy he would also know where his side was
going to collect their tricks. The defense would
win two major aces and five clubs. 3NT doubled
would have been down three.

Thank you Moti for an average rather than a
bottom!
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