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critical for defeating slam contracts. If the leader
could be given some help, this could make the
difference between defeating it or letting it make.
He defined the double as requiring an "unusual”
lead. Later experts wished to avoid confusion
so they defined the double as a demand to lead
the first side suit bid by dummy. Here is an
example:

o A8
v Q765
+ T986543
b -

& KT65

v A2

¢ -

& KJ96543

& QU743
v K3

* A2
& ATS

W =

a9
v JT984
+ KQJ
* Q72

After a 14 opening and a 2# response, East
becomes declarer in 64. North doubles, asking
South to lead the first side suit bid by dummy —
in this case clubs. If instead South chooses the
"natural" ¢K lead, the contract makes as soon
as declarer guesses the location of the club void
(easy after the double).

English

However, if South obeys his partner and leads a
club, North ruffs and wins the #A as well — down
one. Would it occur to anyone to lead away from
#Qxx without the double?

If E/W try to escape to 6NT, that contract would
be defeated by the ¢K lead.

An interesting corollary is that when partner fails
to double the opponents' slam, you should lead
anything but the first suit bid by dummy.

By the way, being declarer and having a void
in partner's first bid suit, you may consider a
redouble which will sometimes bring in an extra
bonus.

Now consider these scores:

64 making (vul) = 1430

64 making with a double = 1660 (so the cost of a
failed Lightner double is only 230).

64 down one =100

64 down one doubled = 200

Thus the potential gain of the Lightner double
is 1630 total points. When there is a chance of
beating the slam, it is worth paying the price of
230 total points from time to time.

Hopefully, my partner will not forget the Lightner
double in the future, especially after this article.
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English

The Lightner
Doeuble in
the €luvb

Championship

Brian Zietman

The club championship final (Alifut Hamoadonim)
is a relatively new feature of the bridge calendar,
introduced by Gilad Ofir three years ago.

Each club runs its own championship during
the year. Then, based on the strength of the
tournament and the number of sessions played,
each club is entitled to send one, two or even
three pairs to represent the club in the national
club championship. This generates more
participation in regular club tournaments. Prize
money is very generous.

In 2014 the club championship was held for
the third time. The winners were Koby Shahar
and Shachar Schwartz, representing Rehovot.
Runners up were Moshe Mosesohn and Yaacov
Levit, representing Holon. Well done!

One hand in particular struck me, where my
partner forgot about the Lightner double.
However, the opponents who were missing two
aces got too high and went down two doubled
anyway.

Below is the full hand:

Board 4, Dealer West, Vul All

& 862
¥ 9765
¢ JTS
& AJ7
& AKTS & QJ743
v QIT v K3
¢ - W E ¢ A72
& QT9653 & K84
9
v A842
¢+ KQ98643
&2
West ‘ North East South
1% Pass 1a Pass
3e Pass (62 Pass
Pass Dbl  All Pass

My double was about the worst exhibit of a
Lightner double, because | had only one trick in
my hand, but after my partner led the YA, she
quickly switched to her singleton club. | won
my #A and gave her a ruff, so it was down two
doubled. That one worked out pretty well. ©
Anyway, what is the Lightner doubled, and why
is it a good convention?

It was devised by Theodore Lightner whose
premise was: "A double of a slam by the hand
NOT ON LEAD is conventional".

He figured that the opening lead was often
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