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Playing the YA would have forced East to bare
his #A, and he would be promptly thrown in with
that card and forced to lead a club into dummy's
tenace. A nice, surprising solution, but highly
consistent with the auction.

English

Unfortunately, the Israeli declarer was still under
the routine impression that the heart finesse
must work. He played a club to the ace and led
a heart from dummy. East discarded (this must
have come as a cold shower), and declarer had
to concede down one.

At the other table Sweden reached 5¢, so going
down one in a makeable slam cost Israel no less
than 25 IMPs. The Swedish Juniors won the
match by 93:63 and went on to defeat Poland in
the final.

The aim of this article has not been to belittle the
achievements of the players who actually made
these serious mistakes, but rather to show the
readers what may cause them to commit similar
mistakes and help them reduce the frequency of
their errors. Beware of "easy" solutions!
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English

in order to lead another club up. He developed
clubs, with dummy's last trump serving as a vital
entry, and got rid of his losing spades in time.
Had West continued spades after winning the ¢A,
the defense would have comfortably prevailed.
Ruffing with the ¢K would promote West's ¢Q, so
West just plays a third spade after winning the
#A to defeat the contract.

How does West know that South has three
spades and not two? Well, a good pair should
be using some form of count signals. Anyway,
shortening dummy's trumps can hardly cost
when a threatening side-suit appears on the
table.

In this case, the correct idea was rather simple.
Indeed, no other declarer made 5¢. West paid
the price for sticking with the "easy" solution
without considering other possibilities.

Next, a declarer play problem from the semifinal
of the annual "White House" juniors tournament
in the Netherlands.

Dealer East, Vul All

& K86
v Q854
* Q3

& AJ52

N

W =

S

s 2

v Al

¢+ AKIJT8752
& K4

You (South) reach a contract of 64 after East
opened 14 as dealer. Lead: #T. Assess your
chances.

Apparently this is an intermediate-level textbook
problem: N/S have a combined 28 HCP. East
must have all the missing top cards in order
to justify his opening bid. Therefore the heart
finesse must work, and you will certainly win 12
tricks. Too easy?

Well, let us consider the complete auction:

West ‘ North East South

1e Dbl
Pass 24 3% 34
Pass 3NT Pass 4e
Pass 5% Pass 6¢
Pass Pass Pass

Is there any important clue which we have not
yet taken into account?

One must consider East's vulnerable 3# bid,
which was quite surprising since North had
already shown a strong hand with 2s.

No sane player would have bid like this with a
5-4-3-1 distribution and only 12 HCP. East must
have at least 5-5, probably 6-5.

Let's return to the play. After winning the #T lead
with the #K you play out all your trumps. Forcing
the defenders to make a lot of discards is usually
not a bad idea. East turns out to have started
with a diamond void and discards two clubs, four
spades (including #J) and two hearts. What do
you do next?

The most important conclusion is that East has
either one heart or no hearts remaining! Thus
a heart finesse is no longer necessary. If East
started with the ¥K, this card is about to fall under
the YA ©.

This was the original deal:

& K86
v Q854
¢ Q3
& AJ52

& 954

v KT963

+ 964

& AQIT73
v 72

Q -

* Q9763

W =

& T8 S
.2
v Al
+ AKJTS752
& K4

And these were the last four cards:



The Trep of
Roevtine Plays

Ram Soffer

Most bridge experts have played many
thousands of hands to get to this level. Therefore
any new hand is usually going to contain some
familiar pattern or idea, one that they have seen
before. They are aware of known solutions to
typical situations which occur time and again
at the table. These routine solutions allow them
to save precious thinking time and energy. For
most of us, trying to analyze each deal as deeply
as possible would result in premature exhaustion
as well as a penalty for slow play ®.

However, sometimes these routine solutions
constitute atrap. Anexpertsees an"easy" solution
and decides that no more thinking is required,
while some not-too-complicated analysis would
have convinced him that the "easy" solution is
actually the wrong one in that particular case.
Let us have a look at two deals featuring this
theme from recent international play (hands
rotated for convenience).

Dealer South, Vul E/W

a2
v AQJ
¢ K643
® KQT9%4
& QJ954 N
v 82
¢+ AQS W E
& AJ2 S
West ‘ North East South
Pass
18 Dbl 4a 5¢
Dbl Pass Pass Pass

English

This deal appeared in round seven of the
qualifying stage in the prestigious Yeh Bros Cup
2015.

After your partner preempted to the four-level,
you (West) double South's 5¢ bid and lead the
4Q, won by Declarer's #A.

At trick two South leads the 9. You play small,
hoping that he will try to drop a singleton queen,
but the ¢9 wins, your partner playing #5. Next
South advances the ¢7. What should you do?
When a defender possesses the trump ace, the
routine play is to wait with the ace until you have
just one more small card remaining (surely there
is no point in remaining with a bare ace), then
win the ace and play that last small card. This
way declarer's ruffs are cut to a minimum, and
if declarer stops drawing trumps before that,
defender may have a chance to ruff.

West did just that. He won the ¢A and continued
with the ¢Q, but it was a huge mistake.

Here is the full deal:

)
v AQJ
+ K643
& KQT94
& QJ954
v 82
+ AQS
PNy,

& K873
¥ 976543
+5

® 83

W =

& AT6
¥ KT
¢ JT972
& 765

Declarer (Piotr Gawrys) won the 4K, entered his
hand with ¥K and led a club. After winning the #K
(no need to risk the #9), he ruffed a winning heart



English

Neo
Substitete
for Logicdl

YhinKking

Joseph Engel

| saw the following hand in an American bridge
magazine about 15 years ago. The defender
sitting East was required to think in a logical,
orderly manner in order to defeat the contract.
Try it yourself!

Dealer South, IMP scoring

s 64

v K73

+ AQTSS

* 92
a AJ3
v 965
¢ K42
* QITS

West North East South

INT
Pass 2% Pass 2¢
Pass 3NT All Pass

South's 1NT showed 15-17 HCP.

Lead: 45, dummy plays #4, and you...?

It seems very natural to win the #A and return the
&J. If west possesses #KTxxx, the contract will
be defeated immediately.

However, what will happen if West's highest
spade is the queen? Declarer is going to duck
the &J and make his contract. After a losing
diamond finesse, West will have no entry to cash
his good spades.

Another losing possibility occurs when declarer
has 4QT8. He covers the &J with the Q. West
hopes that his partner has #AJT8. He wins
the &K, and once again the defenders lose
communication.

Another defensive line has to be considered: Is it
possible to defeat the contract with the club suit?
Such a possibility is unlikely. West led a small
spade, so he should possess an honor (#K or
#Q). Since North has 10 HCP and East 11 HCP,
West can have at best 4 HCP. Therefore he can't
have a club honor.

East should count South's tricks: one spade,
possibly four hearts, one diamond and two clubs
— a total of eight. This means that he can't make
the contract without conceding a trick to the K.

The correct solution is rather simple. East should
play the #J at trick one! South can't afford to duck
even when he has #KT8, since West may well
hold #AQ.

South wins the &K and finesses diamonds.
East wins his 4K, cashes the #A and continues
spades to his partner's #Q. West will cash two
more spade tricks.

Note that South's 24 bid denied four spades, so
it is already known at trick one that West led from
a 5-card suit.

The situation is more complicated at matchpoint
scoring, but in my opinion it's correct to stick to
the same play — &J at trick one.
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